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Pardes cares about the environment. Please share your source sheets. 

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda 

A Jewish traveler from afar, making his way up to Jerusalem, and approaching the 
mountain upon which this city stands, will see the first house, standing on his right – 
a fine building, bearing the mark of wealth. He will inquire of the coachman to whom 
this house might belong, and the coachman will reply: It belongs to a certain Jew. 
And as the carriage ascends a short way further, the visitor will perceive a group of 
some thirty house built together, all made of stone, two-storied structures, and 
again the traveler will ask: And to whom, pray, do these houses belong? And once 
more the coachman will answer and say: These, too, are houses of Jews, and they 
are called Beit Ya'akov, built by a Jewish society in these very years. As the carriage 
passes on, the visitor will see more and more houses, some of them large and 
elegant, surrounded by gardens, and many of them built together – and upon asking 
the coachman he will receive the same reply: They are houses of Jews. And the 
visitor will wonder, Is this, then, the desolate Jerusalem of which it is said that is has 
been totally destroyed? And here my eyes behold beautiful houses and gardens, and 
all this belongs to the Jews! This can only mean that the city has begun to shake off 
its dust, and it is being rebuilt by Jews. 

 

Yoel Moshe Salomon 

How precious to us are the visions of G-d, revealed to us in all the new buildings 
erected by the societies we have founded all around our holy city of Jerusalem – 
Nahalat Shiv'ah, Me'ah She'arim, Even Yisrael, Mishkenot Yisrael and Beit Ya'akov…. 
Oh, how our hearts rejoice as we behold how the forbidding rocks and barren stones 
that once abounded in those places have now been replaced by oases of tranquility 
and safe dwellings for our beloved sons of Zion.  

Here, indeed, we have the fulfillment of the Word of G-d… Indeed not only has the 
Lord promised us that we shall "build houses and inhabit them", but also that we 
shall "plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them" – thus spoke the Holy One Blessed 
be He. 

 

 


