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1. What is the most important thing that a person must know? 

2. What is the best resource that man has at his disposal? 

3. Where is the greatest source of truth? 

 

The individual, wherever he may be, is bombarded with a multiplicity of information 

and communication. In terms of information, this process proverbially “broadens his 

mind”. By the same token, however, it weakens the integrity and plausibility of his 

“home world”.    Peter Berger, The Homeless Mind pp. 67 

 

John Stuart Mill foresaw a situation in which the state did not attempt legislate 

morality but left it to the private choices of individuals, insofar as they did not harm 

others. To a large extent this has occurred in western societies. What he did not 

foresee was the deeply unsettling effect of the collapse of a shared public morality. 

Again it was Durkheim who first charted the personal disorientation that ensued. He 

called it “anomie”.  Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Traditional Alternatives, pp. 77 

 

 

 

God said: The grass should grow plants that give forth seed, fruit trees that 

give fruit. And the land gave forth grass, and a tree making fruit. 

   Genesis 1:11&12 

That the tree should have the taste of the fruit and she did not do so, 

therefore she was cursed.               Rashi ad loc. 
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1. What is the grammatical problem in these two verses? 

2. How does Rashi attempt to explain the difference between the two verses? 

3. What was God’s original plan? What actually happened? 

4. What is the message? How can the land sin? 

 

 

God made the two great lights; the great light to rule in the day and the small 

light to rule in the night, and the stars.   Genesis 1:16 

 

1. Were there two great lights or one big and one small light? 

2. What was the task of each light? 

 

 

Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi asked a question: It says “God made the two great lights” and 

it says “The great light and the small light”? The moon said before God “Master of 

the universe, can two kings use one crown?” He said “Go and make yourself smaller”.  

   Chullin 60b 

 

1. What did the moon have in mind?  

2. Why should the moon have to make herself small - after all she has a good point? 
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God called to man and said to him: Where are you?          Genesis 3:9 

1. What is the question that God asks man? You may want to see the context of this 

verse. 

2. Why does God need to ask man where he is? Does God not know? 
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I am in exile, the inner essential “I”, of the individual and the community, is only 

revealed in relation to the its sanctity and purity, according to its higher strength 

that is imbued with the pure light of the higher rays, that burns within. We have 

sinned like our forefathers, the sin of the first man, who distanced himself from his 

own essence, who turned to the opinions of the snake, and lost himself. He was 

incapable of answering a comprehensible answer to the question “Where are you?”, 

because he did not know himself, the true self was lost to him, when he bowed to 

the false god, he abandoned his self. The land sinned, denied its self, limited her 

strength and followed aims, she did not invest all her strength to give the tree the 

taste of the fruit, she looked outside herself, to think of other careers. The moon 

complained, and lost her inner revolution, to be happy in her lot, she dreamed of 

external greatness. Thus the world continues and loses the sense of self of each 

being, the individual and the collective. 

Clever educators come, they see the external, they ignore the “I”, and add straw to 

the fire, they give the thirsty vinegar, pump up the minds and the hearts with all that 

is external, and the self is forgotten. As there is no “I”, there is no “he”, and 

obviously there is no “you”.                        Orot Hakodesh III pp.140 

 

If I am I because you are you, and you are you because I am I  

Then I am not I and you are not you. 

But if I am I because I am I, and you are you because you are you, 

Then I am I and you are you.       The Rebbe of Kotzk 

 

What is the nature of man?  
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The difference between the slave and the free person is not only one of status, that 

by chance one is subservient to someone else. We can find an intelligent slave 

whose spirit is free, and, the opposite, a free person whose spirit is enslaved. True 

freedom is the elated spirit that causes a person and the entire people to be true to 

their independent inner self, to the soul’s character of the Divine image that is in 

them.    Olat Riyah, Vol II, page 245 

 

Look at Rav Kook's model of education. 

How does this differ from other models of education?  

 

 

The purpose of education is to prepare man for his ultimate form, the essential point 

of which is to do what is good and just. Since our forefather Avraham starting calling 

the name of God, we had this portion, because all that the ideal of calling the name 

of God is deeply set in a person, so he will be better and more just. He will be happy 

as will all of society.         Igrot Riyah I Letter 170 page 218  

 

All ethics and all spirituality in the world are directed towards the higher purpose of 

redeeming the will and returning it to the source of its essential life, to be placed in the 

house of God.          Orot Hakodesh III pp. 39 
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What does this teach us about our relationship with the Torah, and with God? 

 

When the intellect illuminates with full intensity then there is no need for any 

guidance of laws and statutes. The total good of actions is drawn after the 

intellectual illumination. All the problems of life are straightened out. Laws and 

statutes exist not as commanded laws and statutes rather as natural movements for 

the very areas where the intellect is the strongest.   

                               Orot Hakodesh III pp. 129 

 

 

 
 


