
                                  FINDING OURSELVES 
 

                                   GIDEON WEITZMAN I grweitzman@hotmail.com 

 

1|6 
 

There are so many different types of Jews, so many different opinions.   

How can we all get on, we are so different?  
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Torah scholars increase peace in the world as it says ‘All Your children learn God, and the 

peace of Your children is broad’ 

There are those who mistakenly think that world peace will be achieved by all having the 

same opinions and character. Therefore, when they see Torah scholars studying, and 

through their study they develop different opinions and schools of thought, they think that 

they cause arguments and the opposite of peace. This is in truth not the case; rather, true 

peace can only be through a plethora of peace. The plethora of peace is when all sides and 

opinions are extant, and it will become clear how each have a place, each according to its 

value, place and idea. On the contrary, even those things that seem to contradict each 

other, when the truth will be seen in its entirety, that only though gathering together all of 

the parts and the individuals, and all the seemingly different opinions, all the different 

subjects, through them will be seen the truth. The light of God and the light of the Torah of 

truth.  

Therefore, Torah scholars indeed increase peace in the world. Through their broadening and 

explanation and novel ideas, in new ways, they increase peace. All will recognise that even 

opposing opinions are all the words of God. In each there is one side of the Divine truth. 

Your peace is broad, not great, that this would imply one truth and this would be 

appropriate for the mistaken idea that peace needs uniformity. In fact this has detrimental 

effect on the power of wisdom and the broadening of the truth. The light of knowledge must 

come from all sides, from all of the facets of light. This increase of opinions increases the 

peace of Your children. Not only Your children, but Your builders. Because a building can 

only be built from different parts, and the truth is constructed from different parts and 

opinions.  

The truth of the light of the world will be formed from different elements and approaches 

that are all the word of the living God, the ways of service and education, that each has a 

place and a value.  

We cannot reject any talent or perfection, rather we need to develop it and find a place to 

accommodate it. If you see a contradiction, there wisdom is formed. One needs to find the 

inner depth of ideas and thus to do away with the incongruity. The knowledge that comes 

from changing souls and teachings, contributes to the breadth of understanding. As in the 

end all will be understood and it will be apparent how the building of peace could not have 

been built without these sparring opinions.   
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Those that disagree achieve peace, not a peace where everyone is the same, but through a 

wealth of different ideas we find life. The differences complement each other and all leads 

to one grand aim. So we find tranquility in Your place, in the place that needs tranquility, in 

the end product. For my brothers and friends all should have a place in which to act, to work 

with the intellect and the emotions.  

The blessing of peace, that comes with strength, is the blessing of accommodating all the 

opposites, but we need to have opposites, in order that there should be those who work and 

those who fuse, then we will recognize the blessing.  

Therefore Shalom is the name of God, who is the master of all forces, who fuses all together, 

may His holy name be blessed forever.  

    Olat Riyah, Volume I pp. 330 

 

But we are still different and observe different customs, different laws. We have separate 

histories and opinions.   

What makes us one nation? 
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There are two main things that together form the sanctity of Israel and their connection with 

God. The first is Segulah, i.e. the holy nature in the soul of the Jew that he receives from his 

forefathers. The segulah is an inner holy force that resides in the soul as the will of God, like 

all things in nature, and it cannot be changed.  

The second is the idea of choice. This depends on actions and Torah study. The segulah is 

definitely greater and more holy than the choice, but it is a covenant that this segulah will 

only be expressed today through the level that the choice encourages its expression.  

Therefore all relies on actions and the sanctity of faith and Torah study. 

God, who deals kindly with each generation, arranges which specific souls will appear in 

each generation. Sometimes, the choice overrides and the segulah regresses and is 

unknown. Sometimes, the force of the segulah becomes prominent and the choice takes a 

lesser role.  

The whole concept of the covenant with the forefathers, which never ends even when there 

is no merit of the fathers left, comes from the force of the segulah. In the dawn of the 

messianic era the segulah overrides. 

     Igrot Riyah II Letter 555 

 

1. What is the most important common denominator of the Jewish people? 

2. Is it actions, beliefs, language, culture? 

3. What is segulah?  

4. Which is more powerful and significant the segulah or the actions of the Jews? 

 

 

Until Your people pass over, God, until the people that You have acquired pass over. 

    Shemot 15:16 

 

1. What are the two ways that the verse calls the people of God? 

2. What is the difference between the two? 
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Until Your people pass, this refers to the first passing over [into the land of Israel], the 

people that You acquired, this refers to the second passing over.  

    Berachot 4a 

 

1. Why would the Talmud explain the verse this way? 

2. How does the Talmud arrive at this explanation? 

 

 

 

It appears that there is a benefit to the segulah within Israel with regards the sanctity of the 

souls, and there is a benefit to their actions.  

During the time when the Jews first entered the land of Israel the aim of their sanctity was 

the first Temple, the sanctity of the segulah was great as the Divine Presence was among 

them in an obvious manner. But during the second Temple the segulah was less significant 

than it was during the first Temple. However the sanctity of their actions was much greater, 

as the men of the Great Assembly were alive. They added rabbinic mitzvot, that are 

connected to the sanctity of action. But the sanctity of the segulah was less. 
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Therefore the rabbis wrote that the first generation who were exiled their sin was obvious, 

their end was obvious, but the second generation who were exiled, their sin was not obvious 

and their end was not obvious.  

This means that the first what was lacking was actions, but their sanctity of segulah was 

great, therefore it was easier for them to mend their ways. However the latter that lacked 

the inner sanctity of the segulah their sin was less obvious, and outwardly their actions 

seemed to be good. Their end was not revealed, because to mend a problem with the 

segulah needs much more time and much greater effort.  

Until Your people pass that relate to You by themselves and their own nature, this is the 

first time that we passed. The people that You acquired that are not so connected to You, 

and their sanctity was diminished due to segulah, however You acquired them, through their 

actions, this is the second time that they passed over.  

    Ein Iyah - Berachot, Chapter 1 Note 17  

 

Is there hope that we can become one nation? 

What must be done for this to be successful?  

 

 

 

 
 


