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This one of the most famous quotes from Rav Kook: 

הצדיקים הטהורים אינם קובלים על הרשעה אלא מוסיפים צדק, אינם קובלים על 
 .הכפירה אלא מוסיפים אמונה, אינם קובלים על הבערות אלא מוסיפים חכמה

The pure righteous people do not complain about evil but rather they add justice, they do 

not complain about heresy but rather they add faith, they do not complain about ignorance 

but rather they add wisdom.  

     Arpelei Tohar, page 39 

 

What does this teach us about Rav Kook's view of the world? 

How did he want us to change the world for the better? 

Why is this so difficult to actually do? 

 

Rav Kook had a tremendous understanding of the individual human nature as well as the 

nature of the entire generation as can be seen in this next passage.  

 

 האפי הקבוע והמתנודד
 

ישנם אנשים אשר עשה אלהים אותם ישר, שתכונתם שוקטה, וההדרכה הישרה 
והמנוחה הפנימית היא גורלם הקבוע להם. אמנם אם יתיגעו בתורה במוסר 
ובחכמה יעלו במעלות גדולות, אבל בכל אופן הנם אנשי יושר טובים והגונים. גורלם 

ת המעשיות. הצד של אלה הוא להיות עסוקים במקצעות המעשים בפועל או בחכמו
המוסרי שלהם עומד הוא על עצמו, על עמדו ומנוחתו, יוכל להיות שלא יעלה למעלה 
רוממה, אבל גם לא ישפל למדרגה שפלה. אבל סוג שני נמצא שאין בהם מנוחה, 
עומדים הם תמיד בשיקול, להיות עולים עד לרום שמים, או גם לרדת למעמקי 

יותם הרוחנית מדי יום ביומו. אלה תהומות. אלה צריכים הם לתקן את איש
כשיסגלו לעצמם את אותה הדרך שהם צריכים לה, יעלו מעלה מעלה, אבל אם 
יעזבו אותה, עלולים הם לרדת מטה מטה. אלה הם שהם צריכים להיות עסוקים 
תמיד בתורה ועבודה, במוסר וברגשי קודש, וחלילה להם לפרש לדרך ארץ, 

בכלל נמצא לפעמים דורות כאלה, שתכונתם  ולחכמות מעשיות. במהלך הדורות
הכללית היא מסוג הראשון, שהם בעלי מנוחה, בעלי אופי קבוע, וחינוכם ראוי 
להיות דומה לאלה היחידים בעלי האופי הקבוע. וישנם גם כן דורות בעלי אופי 
מתנודד, שפרנסתם הרוחנית צריכה להיות מתמדת בהשפעה תדירית. ולפעמים אנו 

איזה חלק מיוחד יהיה לאיש או לדור פנים ש ל מנוחה , ובחלק אחר מוצאים, שב
פנים של תנועה. וצריכים המנהיגים, הדואגים לטובת הכלל , לשום אל לב, איך 

 ו. הדור ביחש לכל חלק וחלק בפני עצמלחנך את 
   

 



                                  RAV KOOK’S GREATEST HITS 
                                   GIDEON WEITZMAN I grweitzman@hotmail.com 

 

2|7 
 

 

 

The Set and the Volatile Nature 

God has made some people straight, and they are naturally tranquil, their lot is the straight 

path and inner tranquility. If they strive in Torah, ethics and wisdom they will achieve great 

heights, but they are still generally good and honest people. Their portion is to be involved 

in the practical pursuits or wisdoms. Their ethical character stands by itself, it is possible that 

they will not reach lofty heights but they will also not fall to great depths. However there is 

another type who have no serenity they remain constantly in the balance between 

ascending to the heavens or to descend into the deepest depths. They have to correct their 

spiritual character each and every day. Those who will find their correct path will go up and 

up, but if they leave it they may fall down and down. They have to be constantly involved in 

Torah and service, ethics and spirituality, and never turn to everyday pursuits and to 

practical wisdom. 

Throughout the generations there were generations that were of the former type, tranquil 

with a set nature, and their education should be like the individuals who have a set nature. 

But there are also generations who have a volatile nature whose spiritual pursuits have to 

be constant. And sometimes we find a person or a generation who has calm elements and 

dynamic elements. The leaders, who care for the good of all, need to recognize how to 

educate the generation in relation to each section by itself.  

     Orot HaKodesh, Volume III, 88 

 

1. What does Judaism think about pleasure? 

2. What is the difference between pleasure and Hedonism?  

 

Joy and a positive attitude to the world must include a connection to God and the 

appreciation of the physical world. 

Pleasure is an essential part of our recognition of the Divine in this world. 

 

Consider the following two sources. 

 אסור לאדם שיטעום כלום קודם שיברך אמר רבי עקיבא

Rabbi Akiva said that one cannot even taste food without making a blessing. 

      Berachot 35a 
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 מטעמת אינה טעונה ברכה  

If one tastes food it does not require a blessing. 

      Berachot 14a 

 

These two sources are both from the same tractate of the Talmud (Berachot) yet there 

appears to be a contradiction between them. 

 

1. Are we supposed to make a blessing over tasting food? 

2. How can we explain the discrepancy between these two sources? 

 

 

 

Sanctity means that one should seek human, spiritual pleasure in all things physical; 

therefore it is more appropriate that one should enjoy recognizing the Divine in the 

works of God, who created all to give pleasure to elevate the human soul, than simply 
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enjoying the physical. It is befitting that the spiritual outlook should encompass the Divine 

kindness and wisdom in all of reality and this is the blessing before the food. The blessing 

after food is due to the recognition of God's sustaining him physically and spiritually. 

Being thankful for the good that comes from pleasure, apart from the functional and 

practical good [of the food], is to know the works of God that are awesome and full of 

wisdom and kindness, and this is to understand the functional gain of the food. Therefore it 

is forbidden for one to taste food without making a blessing, as the pleasure of tasting the 

food should be blessed, to recognize the pleasure that comes together with the practical 

and functional gain. 

Even though tasting does not require a blessing, that is in the case when he wants to taste 

but not to enjoy. But one who tastes in order to derive pleasure needs to make a blessing for 

the enjoyment itself. 

                                         Ein Ayah - Berachot, Chapter 6, Note 1 

 

Rav Kook is well known for his writings about Zionism. 

But is Zionism not over now that we live in the post-Zionist era? 

What role is there for the modern Zionist now that we have the State of Israel? 

 

 

Many nations will go and say “Let us go and ascend to the mountain of God to the house of 

the God of Ya'akov and he will teach us from His ways and we will follow Him - ” because the 

Torah will come out from Zion and the word of God from Jerusalem. 

                                                           Yeshayahu 2:3 

 

The prophet speaks here about the centrality and world importance of the city of Jerusalem 

in the coming Messianic era. 

The prophet calls the city by two names, Zion and Jerusalem. 

 

1. Is there a difference between these two names? 

2. What is the significance of each name? 
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Rav Kook points out that Zion and Jerusalem refer to two different aspects of the city and of 

the entire country. 

If Herzl’s plan is Zionism then what is Jerusalem? 

 

We all know that there is a movement, the flag of Zion, that rallies around it a portion of our 

people concerned with the Land of Israel. However, many of us did not join them, and many 

feel that they are incapable of joining them. I am not arguing whether they are right or not, 

but this is the reality. 

But it is inconceivable that a large proportion of the nation, and specifically those who are 

more religious, should remain aloof from the wonders that are occurring during our time, 

and should not come to help the holy building of our nation in the Holy Land, due to external 

concerns that prevent them from doing so. 

Therefore we are now raising the banner, the banner of “Jerusalem” that all religious Jews 

should come and join to gird themselves to build the Land of Israel according to the pure 

spirit of Israel. 

“Zion” and “Jerusalem” together, since the beginning of our history the name Zion has 

represented the monarchy and our physical strength, that are also holy, and serve all of the 

holy tasks of our people. 

However, Jerusalem represents the holy tasks themselves that are of utmost importance in 

the ideals of Israel, for ourselves and for all of humanity. The site of the Temple, the house 

of prayer for all of the nations, the seat of the Sanhedrin from where the Torah disseminates 

to all of Israel, this is encapsulated in the name Jerusalem. 

                                            Ma'amrei HaRe’iyah, page 333 
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What is the role of the Jewish people among the other nations? 

 

When do we read the Shema in the evening? - When the cohanim go inside to eat 

their tithes.  

    Berachot 1:1 

 

1. What is unusual about this piece of Mishnah? 

2. Why is this reference point chosen?  

3. Why do the Cohanim go inside to eat, inside where? 

 

Reading the Shema in the evening and in the morning are related to two different types of 

calling God’s name that Israel are obliged to do.  

We need to accept upon ourselves the yoke of heaven, and in addition to act in order that 

our recognition of God’s unity will eventually be recognised by the entire world. God of 

Israel is king and His dominion is over all.  

In exile, that is similar to night, the major thrust of our work is for ourselves, - that we should 

survive the waves that wash over us, in the name of God. In the night we need faith, and 

whoever did not mention faith at night did not fulfill his obligation. For us it is sufficient the 

faith of our forefathers, that we saw God face to face. 
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However in the time of the redemption when Israel’s lot will be lifted then we will work in 

the way of the morning Shema, with great love. All the peoples will declare that the light of 

Israel is an eternal light. Then the reasons for the commandments will be obvious. In order 

to bring close those who are far away we need to explain clearly the truth. We need to 

translate for the rest of the world, therefore the morning prayers contain passages that are 

translated into Aramaic.  

Israel are the cohanim of the world. They have certain affairs that they deal with for 

themselves, and in this there is no part for the other peoples of the world. The cohanim 

have times when they do not teach Torah, nor offer sacrifices, when they have a connection 

with others, and act for them. But when they go in to eat tithes, they enter the exclusively 

cohen world, and they cannot have any connections with outsiders, as the outsider has no 

part of this food, and he needs to separate.  

Thus the time for reading the evening Shema causes Israel to be alone in order to protect 

her spiritual possessions, the eternal life where the name of God resides. This is the 

connection between the evening Shema and the cohanim going inside to eat the tithes.  

    Ein Iyah, Berachot, Chapter 1 note 1 

 

 

It is impossible for a Jew to be given over to his own thoughts, ideas and dreams outside of 

Israel, in the same way as in Israel. The appearance of sanctity, at any level, is pure in the 

land of Israel, but outside of Israel it is mixed with many other elements.  

    Orot, Eretz Yisrael 4 

 

 
 


