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A. The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
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May 14, 1948

ERETZ-ISRAEL [(Hebrew) - the Land of Israel, Palestine]
was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual,
religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first
attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and
universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book
of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept
faith with it...

... Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish
themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades they
returned in their masses. Pioneers, ma'pilim [(Hebrew) -
immigrants coming to Eretz-Israel in defiance of restrictive
legislation] and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived
the Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a
thriving community controlling its own economy and culture,
loving peace but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the
blessings of progress to all the country's inhabitants, and
aspiring towards independent nationhood.

B. The Palestinian Charter (Palestinian American Council website)
May 28, 1964

Article 1: Palestine is the homeland of the Palestinian Arab people and an integral part of the
great Arab homeland, and the people of Palestine are part of the Arab nation.

Article 2: Palestine with its boundaries that existed at the time of the British mandate is an
integral regional unit.

Article 3: The Palestinian Arab people possesses the legal right to its homeland, and when
the liberation of its homeland is completed they will exercise self-determination solely
according to its own will and choice.

Article 4: The Palestinian personality is an innate, persistent character that will not extinct, and
is inherited by sons from parents. The Zionist occupation, and the dispersal of the Palestinian
Arab people as a result of the disasters that befell it, do not deprive it from its Palestinian
personality and affiliation and do not nullify that.

Article 5: The Palestinians are the Arab citizens who were living permanently in Palestine until
1947, whether they were expelled or remained there. Whoever is born to a Palestinian father
after that date, within Palestine or outside is a Palestinian.

Article 6: Jews who were living permanently in Palestine until the beginning of the Zionist
invasion will be considered Palestinians. (For the Zionist invasion is considered to have begun
in 1917.)

1/5

- WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



€,

=) Pardes o119

Institute of Jewish Studies

YOM HA’ATZMAUT AND THE NAQBA -
Is a Jewish Theology of a Palestinian State Possible?
DANIEL LANDES

dlandes@pardes.org.il

C. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ketubot 111a
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| adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles, and
by the hinds of the field, [that ye awaken not, nor stir up
love, until it please]' (Songs. 2:7). And R. Zera? — That
implies that Israel shall not go up [all together as if
surrounded] by a wall. And Rab Judah? — Another 'l adjure
you' [l adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the
gazelles, and by the hinds of the field, that ye awaken not,
nor stir up love, until it please] (Songs. 3:5) is written in
Scripture. And R. Zera? — That text is required for [an
exposition] like that of R. Jose son of R. Hanina who said:
'‘What was the purpose of those three adjurations? — One,
that Israel shall not go up [all together as if surrounded] by a
wall; the second, that whereby the Holy One, blessed be He,
adjured Israel that they shall not rebel against the nations of
the world; and the third is that the Holy One, blessed be He,
adjured the idolaters that they shall not oppress Israel too
much'. And Rab Judah? — It is written in Scripture, ‘That ye
awaken not, nor stir up’ (Songs. 2:7). And R. Zera? — That
text is required for [an exposition] like that of R. Levi who
stated: 'What was the purpose of those six adjurations? —
Three for the purposes just mentioned and the others, that
[the prophets] shall not make known the end, that [the
people] shall not delay the end, and that they shall not
reveal the secret to the idolaters'. By the gazelles, and by
the hinds of the field. R. Eleazar explained: The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Israel, 'If you will keep the adjuration,
well and good; but if not, | will permit your flesh [to be a
prey] like [that of] the gazelles and the hinds of the field'
(Songs. 2:7). R. Eleazar said: Whoever is domiciled in the
Land of Israel lives without sin...

D. Shukhan Arukh, Even Ha’Ezer, Chapter 75

Joseph Karo (1488-1575), Tzfat
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Section 4: The husband says they must go up to the
land of Israel, and she does not want to — she is to be
divorced without [the benefit of] the Ketubah. She
wishes to go up and he does not want to, he must
divorce her and give her the Ketubah. The same
applies to any place in the Land of Israel vis-a-vis
Jerusalem. For all go up to Jerusalem and all are not
removed from there.
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to the Land of Israel is only when it is possible to do so

...n120 without danger...

E. The Land of Israel (Eretz Israel)
Rav Avraham Isaac HaCohen Kook (1865-1935), Jerusalem
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Eretz Israel is not something apart from the soul of
the Jewish people; it is no mere natural possession,
serving as a means of unifying our people and
buttressing its material, or even its spiritual, survival.
Eretz Israel is part of the very essence of our
nationhood; it is bound organically to its very life and
inner being. Human reason, even at its most
sublime, cannot begin to understand the unique
holiness of Eretz Israel; it cannot stir the depths of
love for the land that are dormant within our people.
What Eretz Israel means to the Jew can be felt only
through the Spirit of the Lord which is in our people
as a whole, through the spiritual cast of the Jewish
soul, which radiates its characteristic influence to
every healthy emotion. This higher light shines forth
to the degree that the spirit of divine holiness fills the
hearts of the saints and scholars of Israel with
heavenly life and bliss.

F. The Lights of Israel (Orot Israel), Chapter 1
Rav Avraham Isaac HaCohen Kook (1865-1935), Jerusalem
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1. Knesset Israel (the people of Israel) is the microcosm
of all existence. This refers, in a worldly context, to
Israel’'s material and spiritual dimensions — both its saga
and its faith. Israel’s history is the ideal microcosm of
universal history. There is no social fluctuation among
the peoples of the world that you will not find its
prototype in Israel. Its faith is the well-sifted essence as
well as the influential source of the good and the ideal of
all faiths. In this sense, Israel’s faith serves as a
resource that reviews belief systems with the goal of
elevating their discourse so that all may call in the Name
of the Lord your God, “the Separate One of Israel shall
be called the God of the entire earth” (Isaiah 54:5).
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2. Knesset Israel is the sublime revelation of the spirit
within human existence. One does not doubt that the
manifestations of life contained within the brain and the
body are not to be found to a similar degree elsewhere
in the body. Identically, one cannot doubt — although a
sensitive soul and a thoughtful mind will marvel at — the
manifestations of life, wonders, miracles, prophecy, the
highest degree of divine inspiration, eternal hope, victory
over every obstacle, revealed in an exalted form within
Israel. Knesset Israel is the revelation of the arm of the
Lord within the world. His hand in existence, and His
participation within the development of nations. It is
intimately connected to all that is exalted, venerable,
holy and lofty within the entire physical and spiritual
scope of reality. It is impossible to think otherwise.

4. The essential desire of being Tov (good) to all without
any sort of limitation in the world, whether as to the
guantity of recipients or quality of the Tov — this is the
inner seed of the nature of Knesset Israel’s soul. This is
its inheritance and patrimony. This sense of Tov
according to its greatness, comprehensiveness and
depth, must be crowned with great wisdom and mighty
strength in order to know how to bring it into fulfillment in
all of its aspects. And this is the secret of the yearning
for Geulah (salvation) of the nation, the former providing
the latter with the power to live and exist in a manner
which astounds all who think.

Knesset Israel in the depth of its desire is not all
separated from divinity. This desire, as it exists, is itself
the divine desire of God being Tov to all with his mercies
upon all of his creations. This Tov is the secret of Geulah
which must come. Tov must vanquish all. The deeply
imprinted desire and yearning for Tov within the soul of
the nation is reflected in the inner prayer of the nation
which provides a support for Geulah: “And the good in
your eyes | have done (Il Kings 20) — this is he who
connects Geulah to prayer (Babylonian Talmud, Tractate
Brachot 10)”.
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Rabbi Landes is Director of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. He was ordained
by his mentor the Rav — Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. At Pardes, Rabbi Landes teaches the
Senior Talmud class (Advanced Scholars) and theology. Rabbi Landes edited Genocide: Critical
Issues of the Holocaust, as well as Confronting Omnicide: Jewish Reflections on Weapons of
Mass Destruction. He was the Jewish Law Commentator for the ten-volume inter-denominational
My People’s Prayer Book: Traditional Prayer, Modern Commentaries (winner of the National
Jewish Book Award).

Rabbi Landes has been described as a “remarkable teacher who weaves the insights of his
students together through a group process, in order to discover fascinating new meanings in age-
old texts.”

THE PARDES INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES located in Jerusalem brings together men and
women of all backgrounds to study classic Jewish texts and current Jewish issues in an open,
warm and challenging learning environment.
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