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Halacha 1-1: Itis a positive commandment to construct a
House for God, prepared for sacrifices to be offered within.
We [must] celebrate there three times a year, as [Exodus
25:8] states: "And you shall make Me a MiKDaSh." The
MiShKaN constructed by Moses is already described in the
Torah. It was only temporary, as [Deuteronomy 12:9] states:
"For at present, you have not come unto [the resting place and
the inheritance]."

Halacha 1-2: After [the Jews] entered The Land [of Israel],
they erected the MiShKaN (Sanctuary) in Gilgal during the
fourteen years in which they conquered and divided [the land].
From there, they came to Shiloh, built a house of stone, and
spread the curtains of the Sanctuary over it. It did not have a
roof. The sanctuary of Shiloh stood for 369 years. When Eli
died, it was destroyed. [Afterwards,] they came to Nov and
built a MiKDaSh. When Samuel died, it was destroyed. And
they came to Givon and built a sanctuary. From Givon, they
came to the eternal structure [in Jerusalem]. The days [the
sanctuary stood] in Nov and Givon were 57 years.

Halacha 1-3: Once the MiKDaSh (Temple) was built in
Jerusalem, it became forbidden to build a House for God or to
offer sacrifices in any other place. There is no House for all
generations except in Jerusalem and [specifically,] on Mt.
Moriah, as [I Chronicles 22:1] states: "And David declared:
‘This is the House of the Lord, God, and this is the altar for the
burnt offerings of Israel.' and [Psalms 132:14] states: "This is
My resting place forever."

Halacha 1-5: The followings elements are essential when
constructing this House: a) the KaDoSh, b) the KaDoSh
HaKaDoShiM, c) preceding the Sanctuary, there should be a
place called the ULaM (Entrance Hall). The three [together]
are called the HeiKhal. [In addition,] we must make another
partition around the HeiKhal, set off from it [slightly],
resembling the curtains surrounding the courtyard of the
[sanctuary in the] desert. Everything encompassed by this
partition is similar to the courtyard of the Tent of Meeting and
is called the AZaRaH (Courtyard). The entire area is referred
to as the MiKDaSh.
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Halacha 6-1: The entire Mikdash (Temple complex) was not
built on flat ground, but rather on the incline of Mount [Moriah].
Thus, a person who entered from the Eastern Gate of the Har
HaBayit (Temple Mount) would proceed to the end of the
Chayl on one level. He would ascend from the Chayl to the
Woman's Courtyard on twelve steps. Each step was half a
cubit high and half a cubit wide.

Halacha 6-2: One proceeded through the entire Ezrat Nashim
(Women's Courtyard) on one level. From it, one ascended to
the Courtyard of the Israelites, which is the beginning of the
Azarah Temple Courtyard, using fifteen steps. Each step was
half a cubit high and half a cubit wide.

Halacha 6-3: One would proceed through the entire Israelites’
Courtyard on one level and ascend from it to the Ezrat
Kohanim (Priestly Courtyard) [using] one step, one cubit high.
Above [that step] was a platform of three steps. Each step
was half a cubit high and half a cubit wide. Thus, the Priestly
Courtyard was two and a half cubits higher than the Ezrat
Israel (Courtyard of the Israelites).

Halacha 6-4: One would proceed through the entire Priestly
Courtyard, [the area of] the Mizbeach (Altar), and the space
between the Ulam (Entrance Hall) and the Altar on one level.
From there, one would ascend to the Entrance Hall using
twelve steps. Each step was half a cubit high and half a cubit
wide. The Ulam and [the remainder of] the Heichal (Temple
building) were both on the same level.

Halacha 6-5: Thus, the ground [on which] the Heichal [was
located] was 22 cubits higher than the ground [on which] the
Shaar Mizrach (Eastern Gate) [was located]...

Halacha 6-13: Similarly, [if the Sages desire] to extend the
[limits of the] courtyard, they must consecrate it with the
remaining portion of the meal offering. Just as the
thanksgiving offering, which must be eaten inside Jerusalem
consecrates it, so, too, the remaining portion of the meal
offering, which may only be eaten inside the Temple
Courtyard, consecrates it. It is to be eaten at the end of the
space which they desire to consecrate.
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Halacha 6-14: Any place which was not [consecrated] with all
the above [elements] and according to the above procedure is
not thoroughly consecrated. Though Ezra offered two
thanksgiving offerings [to dedicate the city,] he merely carried
out a testimonial act. The Sanctuary was not consecrated
through his deeds, for neither a King nor the Urim V'Tumim
were present there. [If so,] how was [the Second Temple]
consecrated? With the first consecration performed by
Solomon, for he consecrated the Azarah (Temple Courtyard)
and Jerusalem for that time and for eternity.
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Note of the Raavad (R. Avraham b. David, 1125-98
Provence): The First Consecration performed by Solomon.
Impossible! This is his [Maimonides] own opinion. | don’t know
where he got it. In a number of places in the Mishna [it
teaches] that “if there is no Mikdash (Sanctuary) it [the
Consecration] decays.” And the Gemara states “the fall of the
partitions...” Evidently according to the opinion that the first
Kedushah (Consecration) does not consecrate for the future,
he does not distinguish between the Mikdash and Jerusalem
and the rest of Eretz Israel.

Further, | say that even according to Rebbe Yose who says
that the 2" Kedushah (Consecration) does consecrate for the
future, that only refers to the rest of Eretz Israel, but not to
Yerushaliyim and the Mikdash. For Ezra knew that the
Mikdash and Yerushaliyim were [destined] in the future to
change and be consecrated with another consecration —
eternal — through the kavod (glory) of God forever. So it has
been revealed to me by the Divine sod (secret) to His fearers.
Therefore one who enters there now is not subject to karet
(excision). (trans. rdl)
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Halacha 6-15: Therefore, we may offer all the sacrifices [on
the Temple site], even though the Temple itself is not built.
Similarly, sacrifices of the most holy order can be eaten in the
entire [area of the] Courtyard, even though it is in ruin and not
surrounded by a divider. We may also eat sacrifices of lesser
sanctity and Ma'aser Sheni (2" tithe) throughout Jerusalem,
even though [it is not surrounded by] a wall, for through its
original consecration, it was consecrated for that time and for
eternity.
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Halacha 6-16: Why do | say that the original consecration
sanctified the Temple and Jerusalem for eternity, while in
regard to the consecration of the remainder of Eretz Yisrael, in
the context of the Sabbatical year, tithes, and other similar
[agricultural] laws, [the original consecration] did not sanctify it
for eternity? Because the sanctity of the Temple and
Jerusalem stems from the Shechinah, and the Shechinah
(Divine Presence) can never be nullified. Therefore, [Leviticus
26:31] states: "l will lay waste to your Sanctuaries." The
Sages declared: "Even though they have been devastated,
their sanctity remains."

In contrast, the [original] obligation to keep the laws of the
Sabbatical year and tithes on the Land stemmed from the fact
that it was conquered by the [Jewish people, as a] community.
Therefore, when the land was taken from their hands [by the
Babylonians,] their [original] conquest was nullified. Thus,
according to Torah law, the land was freed from the
obligations of the Sabbatical year and of tithes because it was
no longer Eretz Yisrael.

When Ezra returned [to Eretz Yisrael] and consecrated it, it
was not sanctified by means of through conquest, but rather
through Chazzakah (living, working there consistently)
Therefore, every place which was repossessed by the [exiles
returning from] Babylon and consecrated when Ezra
consecrated [the land] the second time, is sacred today. Thus,
as explained in Hilchot Terumah, it is necessary to keep the
laws of the Sabbatical years and the tithes [on this land] even
though it was taken from [the Jewish people in later years].

Halacha 7-1: There is a positive commandment to hold the
Mikdash (Temple) in awe, as [Leviticus 19:30] states: "And
you shall revere my Sanctuary.” Nevertheless, it is not the
[physical building of] the Temple which must be held in awe,
but rather, He who commanded that it be revered.
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Halacha 7-2: How is reverence for it manifest? A person
should not enter the Har HaBayit (Temple Mount) holding a
staff, or with sandals on his feet, or wearing only underwear,
with dust on his feet, or with money wrapped in his kerchief. It
is superfluous to say that it is forbidden to spit on the entire
Har HaBayit. If one must spit, he should let it be absorbed in
his clothing. One should not take a shortcut through the Har
HaBayit, by entering from one gate, and leaving from the
opposite one, in order to shorten the way. Rather, one should
walk around from the outside, entering only for the purpose of
a mitzvah.

Halacha 7-3: All who enter the Har HaBayit (Temple Mount)
should [face] the right side, walk around [in that direction], and
leave on the left side. [This applies to everyone] except to one
to whom [a grievous] event occurred. He would circle around
towards the left side. Therefore, [those who met him] would
ask him: "Why are you circling towards the left?" "Because |
have become a mourner," [he would answer]. "May the One
Who rests in this House comfort you," [they would reply]. [Or
he might answer:] "Because | have been ostracized." [In which
case, they would reply:] "May the One Who rests in this House
bring about a change in your heart and thus, you will follow
the words of your colleagues. Then, they will draw you near."

Halacha 7-4: Anyone who has completed his service [in the
Temple and desires] to leave, should not [turn around and]
leave with his back to the Temple. Rather, he should walk
backwards slightly and [then], walk slowly, and [turn] to his
side until leaving the Azarah (Temple Courtyard)...

Halacha 7-5: A person should not act frivolously before Shaar
Nicanor (the gate of Nicanor), the eastern gate of the Azarah,
for it is positioned opposite the chamber of the Kadosh
HaKadoshim (Holy of Holies). Everyone who enters the
Azarah should walk in a dignified manner, in the region where
he is permitted to enter. He should conceive of himself as
standing before God, as [l Kings 9:3] states: "My eyes and My
heart will be there forever." One should walk with awe, fear,
and trembling, as [Psalms 55:15] states: "We would walk in
the House of the Lord with fervor."
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Raavad: Walk in a dignified manner — he should not walk the
way of ordinary people. (trans. rdl)
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Halacha 7-6: It is forbidden for anyone to sit in the Azarah...
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Halacha 7-7: Even though, the Temple is now in ruin because
of our sins, a person must hold its [site] in awe, as one would
regard it when it was standing. [Therefore,] one should only
enter a region which he is permitted to enter. He should not sit
in [the area of] the Azarah, nor should he act frivolously when
standing before [the place of] the Shaar HaMizrach (Eastern
Gate), as [implied by Leviticus 19:30]: "You shall observe My
Sabbaths and you shall revere My Sanctuary." [Explaining the
analogy between the two commands, the Sages comment:]
"Just as the observance of the Sabbath [applies] for eternity,
so too, the reverence for the Mikdash must be eternal. Even
though it is in ruin, it remains holy."

Halacha 7-8: When the Temple is standing, a person may not
act frivolously in the area from Mt. Scopus, which is outside of
Jerusalem, and inwards [towards the city. This prohibition only
applies] when he can see the Temple, and there is no fence
between him and the Temple.

Halacha 7-14: Jerusalem is holier than other walled cities. We
must eat the sacrifices of lesser sanctity and the second tithes
within its walls. [Because of this holiness], the following
[restrictions] were enacted in regard to Jerusalem: No corpse
is left within [its boundaries] overnight. Human bones may not
be transported within it. Homes cannot be rented within it. A
resident alien may not be given the opportunity to settle in the
city. No graves may remain within [its boundaries] except for
the graves of the House of David and the grave of Chuldah,
the prophetess, which were there from the days of the first
prophets. We should not plant gardens or orchards within the
city. It cannot be sowed or plowed [as a field], so that it will not
smell foul. No trees may be maintained within it, except for a
rose garden which was there from the days of the first
prophets. We may not maintain a garbage dump there,
because of creeping animals. We may not [build] balconies or
protrusions extending into the public domain because of
Tumat Ohel (Tent Impurity). We may not create furnaces
within it because of the smoke. We may not raise chickens
within it, because they may cause ritually pure articles [to
become impure].
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Similarly, a priest may not raise chickens throughout Eretz
Yisrael, because they cause ritually pure articles [to become
impure]. A house in the city which is sold is never designated
as the permanent property of the buyer. A house in the city is
never designated as leprous. It cannot be judged as an
"apostate city." An Eglah Arufah (a Broken Neck Calf) is never
brought from it. [The latter four statements apply] because
[Jerusalem] was never divided among the tribes.

Halacha 7-15: The Temple Mount is holier than [the city of
Jerusalem]...

Halacha 7-16: The Chayl is holier than [the Temple Mount].
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Raavad: The Chayl is holier. Impossible. This is also from the
sages. (trans. rdl)
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Halacha 7-17: The Women's Courtyard is holier than the
Chayl...

Halacha 7-18: The Courtyard of the Israelites is holier than
the Ezrat Nashim (Women's Courtyard)...

Halacha 7-19: The Priestly Courtyard is holier than [the
Courtyard of the Israelites]...

Halacha 7-20: [The area] between the Mizbeach (Altar) and
the Ulam (Entrance Hall) is holier than the area mentioned
above. Priests who have physical deformities, have grown
long hair, or whose [priestly] garments are torn may not enter
there.

Halacha 7-21: The Heichal (Temple building) is holier than
[the area] between the Altar and the Entrance Hall. Only a
priest who has sanctified his hands and feet may enter there
(Kadosh HaKadoshim).

Halacha 7-22: The chamber of the Holy of Holies is holier
than it. Only the High Priest may enter there, on Yom Kippur,
while he is involved in the Temple service.

Halacha 7-23: ... When builders [are required] to enter the
Temple building to construct or repair it, or to remove an
impure object, it is a mitzvah for the [craftsmen] who enter to
be priests who do not possess any disqualifying physical
deformities. If no [capable craftsmen meeting those criteria]
can be found, priests with disqualifying deformities should
enter. If none are found, Levites should enter. If none are
found, Israelites should enter.
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It is a mitzvah for [those who enter] to be ritually pure. If no
[capable craftsman] who are tahor (ritually pure) can be found,
impure [craftsmen] may enter. [If there is a choice between a
craftsman] who is tameh (impure) and a priest with a
disqualifying deformity, the priest with the deformity should enter,
for [although the prohibitions against] ritual impurity are put aside
in regard to matters which concern the entire people, [they are
not relaxed completely].

All those who enter to repair the Temple should be lowered down
inside crates [from the upper floor]. If no crates are available or if
it is impossible [to make arrangements for them to enter] using
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crates, they may enter through the [usual] entrances.

Hagiga Mishnah 1:1

MISHNAH. All are obligated to appear [at the Temple],
except a deaf man [heresh], an imbecile and a minor, a
person of unknown sex [tumtum], a hermaphrodite,
women, unfreed slaves, the lame, the blind, the sick, the
aged, and one who is unable to go up on foot...
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Hilchatah Gevirtah: R. Yisrael Lipshitz, 1782-1861

Danzig (the Tiferet Yisrael): “All who are obligated to
appear” offer the Hagiga Festival sacrifice. — And simchah
(joy) is that one should offer up shilamim (peace offerings)
even more than the (standard) peace offering of the
Holiday sacrifice. The Rabbis did not set a measure. And
all are obligated with simchah including women, but not
heresh, imbeciles, minors and the impure. (trans. rdl)

“The Negotiation” Lamentations Rabbah, I. 5, §31 n:x 'man n>'x

Ni7wn 1M9Y7 "7win 17'nnn
TX'D NDIN2 WM 'Y NN
72N 'R'an DN7 KR LI7 Y1V
TIX |'NINI WNIN DX DI

TIN ['2010 1219 X, NaNn
7Tan ,n'ann DX NAIWIE wNn
ANKL|'WIY TYD WM DY
TN [N2IN1AIN 'Ran DRk
NN L7TANN DX 'NNEWNIN
TIX '9IYI WNIN DX AN 1219
'XOT 2 ANI' 20 17 R L7Tann
NYUR ['TAYT X'™Mfan 7D 11199
Q'm NX N7T TV FTAY [InNany

8|11

Then they began to speak to him in parables. ‘If a snake
nested in a cask, what is to be done with it?’ He
answered, ‘Bring a charmer and charm the snake, and
leave the cask intact.’ Pangar (Roman general from
Arabia) said, ‘Kill the snake and break the cask.’ [Then
they asked,] ‘If a snake nested in a tower, what is to be
done with it?’ He answered, ‘Bring a charmer and charm
the snake, and leave the tower intact.” Pangar said, “Kill
the snake and burn the tower.” R. Johanan (ben Zakkali,
30-90 CE) said to Pangar, ‘All neighbors who do harm, do
it to their neighbors; instead of putting in a plea for the
defence you argue for the prosecution against us!’ He
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replied, ‘| seek your welfare; so long as the Temple exists,
the heathen kingdoms will attack you, but if it is destroyed
they will not attack you. R. Johanan said to him, ‘The
heart knows whether it [your word] is for ‘akkel’ or
‘akalkaloth’ (‘well woven’ or ‘crooked’).

Vespasian said to R. Johanan b. Zakkai, ‘Make a request
of me and | will grant it.” He answered, ‘I beg that you
abandon this city of Jerusalem and depart.’ He said to
him, ‘Did the Romans proclaim me king that | should
abandon this city? Make another request of me and | will
grant it.” He answered, ‘| beg that you leave the western
gate which leads to Lydda, and everyone who departs up
to the fourth hour shall be spared.’ After Vespasian had
conqguered the city he asked him, ‘Have you any friend or
relative there? Send and bring him out before the troops
enter.’ He sent R. Eliezer and R. Joshua to bring out R.
Zadok. They went and found him in the city gate. When
he arrived R. Johanan stood up before him. Vespasian
asked, ‘You stand up before this emaciated old man?’ He
answered, ‘By your life, if there had been [in Jerusalem]
one more like him, though you had double your army, you
would have been unable to conquer it.” He asked, ‘What
is his power?’ He replied, ‘He eats one fig and on the
strength of it teaches at one hundred sessions in the
academy.’ ‘Why is he so lean?’ he inquired. He answered,
‘On account of his numerous abstinences and fasts.’
Vespasian sent and brought physicians who fed him on
small portions of food and doses of liquid until his physical
powers returned to him. His son Eleazar said to him,
‘Father, give them their reward in this world so that they
should have no merit with respect to you in the world to
come.’ He gave them calculation by fingers and scales by
weighing.

When Vespasian had subdued the city, he assigned the
destruction of the four ramparts to the four generals, and
the western gate was allotted to Pangar. Now it had been
decreed by Heaven that this should never be destroyed
because the Shechinah abode in the west. The others
demolished their sections but he did not demolish his.
Vespasian sent for him and asked, ‘Why did you not
destroy your section?’ He replied, ‘By your life, | acted so
for the honor of the kingdom; for if | had demolished it,
nobody would [in time to come] know what it was you
destroyed; but when people look [at the western wall],
they will exclaim, “Perceive the might of Vespasian from
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what he destroyed!” He said to him, ‘Enough, you have
spoken well, but since you disobeyed my command, you
shall ascend to the roof and throw yourself down. If you
live, you will live; and if you die, you will die.” He
ascended, threw himself down and died. Thus the curse
of R. Johanan b. Zakkai alighted upon him.

Drashat Ramban
Rabbi Moshe b. Nachman (1194-1270), Spain, Israel

| saw the destroyed, desolate city, and when |
arrived opposite the Great House and the Kadosh
we read with many sobs [the piyut] “Our Holy
House and our Splendor...” (trans. rdl)

Kaftor VaPerech: R. Ishtori HaParchi, 1280-1366
France, Spain: He would not go further than those
walls of the Har HaBayit because of the
prohibitions... he himself was in Jerusalem where
he investigated and visited all the spots of our Holy
Land. (trans. rdl)
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Song of Songs, 2:9

;D'PXD 9VY iR Y7 TiT nniT v 9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart; behold,
N'avwn--N7Nd X ,TRiy nT-nan  he standeth behind our wall, he looketh in through the
.0'100-n y'¥n L nil7nn-n - windows, he peereth through the lattice.

Exodus Rabbah, 2:2
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Rabbi Eliezer said: The Divine Presence never
departed from the Temple, as it is written, ‘For now |
have chosen and sanctified this house so that My
name shall be there forever and My eyes and My
heart will be there all the days’ (Il Chronicles 7:16)...
Even when [the Temple] is destroyed, it remains in its
sanctity... Even when it is destroyed, God does not
leave it.

Rebbe Acha said: The Shechina (Divine Presence)
will never depart from the Western Wall, as it is
written, “Behold — He stands behind our wall” (Song of
Songs 2:9). (trans. rdl)
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