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Genesis/ Bereshit Chapter 34

Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit
the daughters of the land. 2 Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, chief of the
country, saw her, and took her and lay with her by force.® Being strongly
drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob, and in love with the maiden, he spoke to
the maiden tenderly. * So Shechem said to his father Hamor, "Get me this girl
as a wife." ® Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah; but since his
sons were in the field with his cattle, Jacob kept silent until they came

home. ® Then Shechem's father Hamor came out to Jacob to speak to

him. ” Meanwhile Jacob's sons, having heard the news, came in from the
field. The men were distressed and very angry, because he had committed an
outrage in Israel by lying with Jacob's daughter — a thing not to be done.

8 And Hamor spoke with them, saying, "My son Shechem longs for your
daughter. Please give her to him in marriage. ° Intermarry with us: give your
daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves:° You will dwell
among us, and the land will be open before you; settle, move about, and
acquire holdings in it." 1! Then Shechem said to her father and brothers, "Do
me this favor, and | will pay whatever you tell me. 12 Ask of me a bride-price
ever so high, as well as gifts, and | will pay what you tell me; only give me the
maiden for a wife."

13 Jacob's sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor — speaking with
guile because he had defiled their sister Dinah — * and said to them, "We
cannot do this thing, to give our sister to a man who is uncircumcised, for
that is a disgrace among us. 1> Only on this condition will we agree with you;
that you will become like us in that every male among you is

circumcised. *® Then we will give our daughters to you and take your
daughters to ourselves; and we will dwell among you and become as one
kindred. ¥’ But if you will not listen to us and become circumcised, we will
take our daughter and go."

18 Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor's son Shechem. 1 And the youth
lost no time in doing the thing, for he wanted Jacob's daughter. Now he was
the most respected in his father's house. 2° So Hamor and his son Shechem
went to the public place of their town and spoke to their fellow townsmen,
saying, 2! "These people are our friends; let them settle in the land and move
about in it, for the land is large enough for them; we will take their daughters
to ourselves as wives and give our daughters to them. 22 But only on this
condition will the men agree with us to dwell among us and be as one
kindred: that all our males become circumcised as they are

circumcised. 23 Their cattle and substance and all their beasts will be ours, if
we only agree to their terms, so that they will settle among us." 2* All who
went out of the gate of his town heeded Hamor and his son Shechem, and all
males, all those who went out of the gate of his town, were circumcised.

25 On the third day, when they were in pain, Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob's
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sons, brothers of Dinah, took each his sword, came upon the city
unmolested, and slew all the males. 2 They put Hamor and his son Shechem
to the sword, took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went away. 2’ The
other sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the town, because
their sister had been defiled. 2 They seized their flocks and herds and asses,
all that was inside the town and outside; ?° all their wealth, all their children,
and their wives, all that was in the houses, they took as captives and booty.
30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me, making
me odious among the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the
Perizzites; my men are few in number, so that if they unite against me and
attack me, | and my house will be destroyed." 3! But they answered, "Should
our sister be treated like a whore?"

35 2. Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Rid
yourselves of the alien gods in your midst, purify yourselves, and change your
clothes. 3Come, let us go up to Bethel, and | will build an altar there to the
God who answered me when | was in distress and who has been with me
wherever | have gone.” *They gave to Jacob all the alien gods that they had,
and the rings that were in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the
terebinth that was near Shechem._> As they set out, a terror from God fell on
the cities round about, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.

2. Genesis / Bereshit ch.49. Jacob's death-bed

> Simeon and Levi are a pair; Their weapons are tools of lawlessness.
® Let not my person be included in their council, Let not my being be
counted in their assembly.

For when angry they slay men, And when pleased they maim oxen.

7 Cursed be their anger so fierce, And their wrath so relentless.

| will divide them in Jacob, Scatter them in Israel.

3a. Maimonides. Mishneh Torah. Laws of Kings 9:14

“The Gentiles are commanded to keep the Seven Noahide Laws, the seventh
being the establishment of law courts and judges to rule on and enforce the
compliance to the first six. Any Noahide who transgresses any one of these
seen is to be killed by the sword. And it is for this reason that all the
householders of Shekhem were guilty of death. “Shekhem stole (and raped
Dinah); the Shekhemites saw and they knew and... they did not bring them to
justice”.

3b. Nahmanides, ch.34
Now, the guile was in their saying that every male should circumcise himself,
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4. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch

for they believed that the people of the city would not have done that, and if
perhaps they would listen to the princes and they would all be circumcised,
they could come on the third day when they were in pain and take their
daughter from Shekhem’s house. This was the counsel of the brothers,
sanctioned by their father, but Shimon and Levi wanted to be avenged of
them, and they killed all the men of the city.

It may be that the anger of Yaakov, who cursed their wrath, came because
they killed the men of the city, who had not sinned towards him, and what
was fit for them is that they should have killed Shekhem [the prince of the
city] alone. This is what the verse says, “The sons of Jacob answered Shekhem
and his father Chamor with guile, because he had defiled their sister Dina.”
For all of them agreed to speak to him with guile, because of the outrage
committed against them.

... Regarding the matter of Shekhem: Since the men of Shekhem were wicked
and [Jacob's sons] considered their blood like water [i.e. Shimon and Levi felt it
was permissible to spill their blood], therefore Jacob's sons wanted to exact
revenge on them with a vengeful sword. So they killed the king and all the
men of his city for they were his servants, heeding his commands. And the
circumcision that they had performed was worthless in [Shimon and Levi's]
eyes, for [the townspeople] had performed it merely to please their master.

Jacob now informed them that they had endangered him, as it is written, 'You
have brought trouble upon me to make me odious...,' and also 'Cursed is their
anger...." for they had acted cruelly towards the people of the city in saying to
them —in his presence — 'we shall dwell with you and we shall be a single
nation,' and the townspeople accepted this, but [Shimon and Levi] broke their
word. Perhaps they [the inhabitants of Shekhem] would have returned to god,
and they [Shimon and Levi] killed them needlessly, for they had done them no
harm at all. And this is what Jacob meant in saying, 'Weapons of cruelty are
their swords.""

ropoNR” - To divide up, not with the intention of breaking a hitherto whole, but rather to portion out something valuable, so that as

many people as possible can have a part of it.

PHNIVI DXANY” - on the other hand, to scatter, to divide up into the smallest possible pieces so that the whole no longer remains

intact as such.

...Their one answer - "Shall our sister be treated as a whore? - y»>mMNX NX NWY NNON” - gives their whole motive. The [local] lord

would never have allowed himself to act as he did were it not a question of a foreign, friendless forsaken Jew-girl. That was the

thought that brought home to the minds of Simeon and Levi that there are times when the family of Jacob too must grasp the sword

to protect the purity and honour of their women. They had no desire to act prudently. They wanted to make themselves feared so

that nobody would attempt anything similar. The daughters of Jacob were not to be considered as being at anybody's disposal. But

nevertheless, they went too far to take revenge on innocent people for that which powerful ones had done.

It is only the means which they took and their going much too far in their use of them that is blameworthy. The motive that moved
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Simeon and Levi, the purpose they were striving for was a holy and most justified one. The spirit with which they were filled is an
indispensable one for a family that had to wander about amongst the nations of the world, had to allow the bitterest fate to pass
over them, to endure the deepest degradation, and yet was to remain upstanding with all elasticity of spirit and all nobleness of mind
for their world-historic revival to an everlasting path through history which is unparalleled.

On his death-bed we shall see the old father expressing his curse on the means and the excessive passion, but his blessing and
recognition of the motive and the spirit which lay behind them. He indicates that Simeon and Levi should be allotted such a position in
the future Jacob-Israel nation, that [Due to their status as Levites who do not go to war and may not become kings,] political and
military powers of decision should never lie in their hands, but on the other hand, that their strong spirit always conscious of their
own worth and Israel's lofty destiny, should come into contact with every sphere of the whole nation, actively imparting and

teaching its life-giving, sustaining and saving effect.

5. Rav Yehudah Shaviv. Nekuda. 1984.

It is surprising to find Jacob first offering piercing moral criticism of Shimon and Levi (Gen. 49:5-7) only many years after the fact
..Why didn’t he react at the time of the incident ?Why, at that time, did he raise only pragmatic concerns? (i.e. Gen. 34:30)

The answer can be found in both the text and its exegesis. It is written: “For in anger they slew men (hargu ish) and at their pleasure
they maimed oxen (ikkru shor)” (Gen. 49:6), on which Rashi, following the Sages, comments: “ ‘Men’ refers to Hamor and the people
of Shekhem; ‘Oxen’ means that they sought to maim Yosef, who was called ‘Ox’ ( Deut. 33:17)

Not for naught did Jacob combine these two different and distant events, for he saw a line leading directly from the slaying of the
men of Shekhem to the desire to kill Yosef. True nthe men of Shekhem deserved to die; but that was not why Shimon and Levi slew
them. They were seeking a release for their rage and anger.

Whoever feels free to let his anger out even on guilty gentiles will ultimately try to commit fratricide, for rage has no bounds and no
limits. Whoever breaches the walls of morality in an all-consuming rage will ultimately breach it entirely, and something which began
in rage and in anger will turn into deliberate action; to, God forbid, an accepted norm of life. One who kills a gentile in anger, will
eventually try to kill a Jew, deliberately.

6. The Revolt. Menachem Begin. "We Fight. Therefore We Are" pg.40-41

A new generation grew up which turned its back on fear. It began to fight instead of plead. For nearly two thousand years, the Jews,
as Jews, had not borne arms, and it was on this complete disarmament, as mu psychological as physical, that our oppressors
calculated. They did not realize that the two phenomena were interdependent: we gave up our arms when we were exiled from our
country. With our return to the land of our fathers our strength was restored.

Blood too brought the revolt to life. The blood of our people cried out to us from the foreign soil on which it had been shed, fired
revolt in our hearts and gave the rebels strength. When the gruesome reports from Europe were confirmed, we knew that we must
fight not only for the freedom of our people but for its very existence. Had we anything to lose?

7. Yitzchak Rabin. Chief of Staff. After the Six-Day-War

There is more to tell. The elation of victory had seized the whole nation. Yet among the soldiers themselves a curious phenomenon is
to be observed. They cannot rejoice wholeheartedly. Their triumph is marred by grief and shock, and there are some who cannot
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rejoice at all. The men in the front lines saw with their own eyes not only the glory of victory, but also its cost, their comrades fallen
beside them soaked in blood. And | know that the terrible price the enemy paid has also deeply moved many of our men. Is it because
their teaching, not their experience, has ever habituated the Jewish people to exalt in conquest and victory that they receive them
with such mixed feelings?
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10. What became of Dinah?

a. Bereshit Rabbah 80:11 2 NW19 N2w' NeNAa (N17'1) N1 N'wNa

They took Dinah. R. Yudan said: They dragged her out against her will. " .
TANGI'RXP N MRAKR T, NITRNR NPT NR!

NINK KN 'R L,EN9Y7 nwp 7197 nu11n NN
[IUNY N7 Vawaw TU MaIn NN 210 NIN NI

Rav Huna says: A woman who has been intimate with an uncircumcised man finds
it difficult to disconnect.
Rav Huna says: She said, where will | put my disgrace? Until Shimon swore to her

n
that he would “adopt” her, as it states (Gen ch.46) “Saul the son of the 127181 (In /N'wR11/ D) 700,000 NInY
Canaanite.” " NTIN' " ,1U107 N%V20W N2 A, N1YN
The Rabbis said. Shimon buried her in the land of Israel (hence she was not ,0'U1] NYYNI NWUY IR NTIN' 12271 NN
included in the 70 souls who descended to Egypt) ,02V11 222 NInW NN N7V21W 1K n'mna 1

JU12 YIN2 NAPI I 00 IR 0

b. Bereshit 46:10 In P19 N'UKR1
Simeon’s sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Saul the son of a [2 7INWI NN 12 TARI 'Y 2RI [lunw 1Al ()
Canaanite woman NaLRIVAR ]
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c. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 37:1 ™ 79 "27n" - () ATUYR T 9

The daughter of Jacob lived at home, and she did not go into the street; what did %Y 1IN NNMY 1NN 2 DAY T YN RID DTN

Shechem, the son of Chamor, do? He brought dancing girls who were (also) NN YINY NRXI NN K91 ,0M0IK DAY APYU

17 NXIN NIPNWN NNV K20 1NN |12 DY Ny
YINN NI112 NINTZ NA'T RN NIQQIMN

TIN NT2'1 NNINENNRY 22w 07721 NIipNwnNn
Y2V MINRY NN 281w 122 NANRIE,NI0ON
N'2N ,ApY 'NR NIT NN WY YIND 221 NRR
NINIX 2V NN 2N WTpn OW ANT 7w yw
M2 wiTpn/ n'"an 197 vuax 7ani,na%n1 nnYwi

playing on pipes in the streets. Dinah went forth to see those girls who were
making merry; and he seized her, and he slept with her, and she conceived and
gave birth to Osnat.

The sons of Israel said that she should be killed, for they said that now people
would say throughout the land that there was an promiscuous daughter in the
tents of Jacob. They brought a plate of gold with God’s holy name on it, put it
around her neck and sent her away. All is planned by Gid. The angel Michael took
her down to Egypt to the house of Potiphar ... Potiphar;’s wife was infertile. She
reaised her like a daughter. When Jospeh came down to Egypt he married her N'17 DNXN? ATAINEINDN 283N T /RIN
[Osnat]. nnmni ,n\UN'? "]DI"? N'INT NION NN'NY ,U19'vig
T1'w2l ,Nn11 nny vapl npy v1aoia v INWN

NWK?7 17 NNp? DMxn? qor

d. Talmud Bava Batra 15b 11V I XIN111a
And some say that Job lived in the days of Jacob and that he married Dina, the APV NA NATTENN APYT IR AR DONIR Y
daughter of Jacob. As it is written here: “You speak as one of the loathsome N30 NNR 1272 (1,2 2K) KIN 22 K2

” _ e . I
women speaks” (Job 2:10), and it is written there in the account of the incident AWY 921 1 (1,72 NIWRI) DN A1 AT

involving Dina: “He has done a loathsome act in Israel” (Genesis 34:7). ——

e. Rabbi Sacks

One theme appears no less than six (possibly even seven) times. Whenever a member of the covenantal family leaves his or her
own space and enters the wider world of their contemporaries, they encounter a world of sexual free-for-all.

Three times, Abraham (Gen. 12 and 20) and Isaac (Gen. 26) are forced to leave home because of famine. Twice they go to Gerar. Once
Abraham goes to Egypt. On all three occasions the husband fears he will be killed so that the local ruler can take his wife into his
harem. All three times they put forward the story that their wife is actually their sister. At worst this is a lie, at best a half-truth. In all
three cases the local ruler (Pharaoh, Avimelekh), protests at their behaviour when the truth becomes known. Clearly the fear of death
was real or the patriarchs would not have been party to deception.

In the fourth case, Lot in Sodom (Gen. 19), the people cluster round Lot’s house demanding that he bring out his two visitors so that
they can be raped. Lot offers them his virgin daughters instead. Only swift action by the visitors — angels — who smite the people with
blindness, saves Lot and his family from violence.

In the fifth case (Gen. 34), Shechem, a local prince, rapes and abducts Dina when she “went out to visit some of the local girls.” He
holds her hostage, causing Shimon and Levi to practise deception and bloodshed in the course of rescuing her....

The God of Abraham is the God of love and trust who does not impose His will by force or violence, but speaks gently to us, inviting an
answering response of love and trust. Genesis’ argument against idolatry — all the more impressive for being told obliquely, through a

series of stories and vignettes — is that it leads to a world in which the combination of unchecked sexual desire, the absence of a code

of moral self-restraint, and the worship of power, leads eventually to violence and abuse. (Vayeshev 5777)
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