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THE BEIT MIDRASH WAY - UNIT 2: Fear War or Trust Peace?

From Jacob and Esau through Chamberlain and Menachem Begin to Today

Ibayau Lehu [a question was asked in the beit midrash):

When should we trust the sincerity of our enemy’s intentions to
make peace, and when should we not?

00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Text Study 1

Witnessing the Shared “Facts” of the Biblical Story of Jacob’s Fear of Meeting Esau

Study the following verses in havruta (study partners). Note the differences in these translations.

List all questions you have on these verses, especially verse 7.

Text 1

Genesis 32:4-8 (The New JPS)

4 Jacob sent messengers ahead
to his brother Esau in the land
of Seir, the country of Edom, 5
and instructed them as follows,
“Thus shall you say, To my lord
Esau, thus says your servant
Jacob: | stayed with Laban and
remained until now; 6 | have
acquired cattle, asses, sheep,
and male and female slaves;
and | send this message to

my lord in the hope of gaining
your favor.”” 7 The messengers
returned to Jacob, saying, “We
came to your brother Esau; he
himself is coming to meet you,
and there are four hundred
men with him.” 8 Jacob was
greatly frightened; in his
anxiety...*
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Bereishis 32:4-8
(Artscroll/Stone Edition)

4 Then Jacob sent angels ahead
of him to Esau his brother to the
land of Seir, the field of Edom.

5 He charged them, saying:
“Thus shall you say, To my lord,
to Esau, so said your servant
Jacob: | have sojourned with
Laban and have lingered until
now. 6 | have acquired oxen and
donkeys, flocks, servants, and
maidservants and | am sending
to tell my lord to find favor in your
eyes.”” 7 The angels returned to
Jacob, saying, “We came to your
brother, to Esau; moreover, he
is heading toward you, and four
hundred men are with him.” 8
Jacob became very frightened,
and it distressed him...**
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*Reproduced from the Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures by permission of the University of Nebraska Press. Copyright 1985 by the Jewish
Publication Society.

** Reproduced from “The Chumash: The Stone Edition, Full Size (ArtScroll) (English and Hebrew Edition) The Torah: Haftaros and
Five Megillos with a Commentary Anthologized from the Rabbinic Writings” by Rabbi Nosson Scherman with permission of the
copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.

Exercise 1 - Writing My ‘Intuitive Tweet’

Background

One pillar of the Beit Midrash Way is the ability to be aware of our own bias, or our own ‘49" reasons
that lead us to interpret a particular text or conflict the way we do. Today, very often people write
these intuitive interpretations on social media thus contributing to the ‘texts’ of the conflict.

Instructions

If you were reporting on a “leak” from Jacob’s private conversation with the anonymous messengers
on how he is interpreting Esau’s intentions, what would you tweet? How do you understand Jacob’s
fears here? Is Esau really coming with ill-intent?

Compose New Tweet y
S |
e

K [ B

Reply Tweet

Consider exchanging your ‘intuitive tweet” with your havruta or someone sitting near you and writing
a positive or critical reply tweet. Then pass it back.

Personal Reflection

Would you define your ‘intuitive tweet” as more “pro-Jacob” (sympathetic to him and his fears as
being grounded in reality) or more “anti-Jacob” (critical of him and of his fears not being grounded
in reality)? Explain why.
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Understanding the 49 vs 49 Conflicting Interpretations of the Facts of the
Biblical Story
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How did the following commentators understand Jacob’s fears here? Is Esau really coming with
ill-intent?

Understanding the First 49

Text 2.1
Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary on Genesis ;27 N'YUNT] 7NN
32, (Answer to Question 4) (*T n78YY NaIYN)

(Rabbi Don Isaac Abarbanel, 1437 - 1508,

Portugal, Spain, ltaly) D'NI7YUNN IXINI A NRPZ? 17210 Dar

271 2ym 1YY NNOWN DT 1IN R7Y

And he is coming toward you’: And it seems NIN DNIN'Y 19X NATE 7 1270 YUK
from the messengers, that they did not know QYN INXIPY 7710 XD NIN D2A'WN
Esau’s hatred toward Jacob, and so when APV IR 1AW DT 1901177 170 Y
they went to him and spoke to him regarding N2 M7 1YY 78 J'NNIX 1K 17 1NNk
their mission, he replied to them, ‘behold ANIX XD K7K 11K KINE TR IR
he is coming toward you.” And they thought X7 747 ANRAE7 1710 XN DA NN D K]
that he was coming toward him to honor him, INXY2 NIN D2 72X YNINYY 2P T
and because of this they went back to Jacob NINN YA NN 7277 [NRAPY KA1 1710
and said to him, ‘we came to your brother, to YT AW QYT 7AK T Y UK
Esau’, meaning ‘why should you call him: “my AT AMONI X7 MY IMYWAL 12T INNK
master”, and he is none other than your loving NIKA 7T 17 X1 MKANA TR A7V K

loyal brother, and behold he is also coming
toward you, meaning it is not enough that he
should receive your messengers, but he himself
Is going and coming toward to you, to receive you,
and four hundred men are with him to honor you.
But Jacob, who knew the truth, and (knew about)
his (Esau’s] wickedness, (See Genesis 27:41-45])
he alone was not convinced of this matter,

and was very afraid of his coming, “and
concerned” about the four hundred men he was
coming with, because he knew that he was
coming for the purpose of war. 1

ONN7N7 D YT D Ny XN NNy WK
N2 XN

Image courtesy of
Sinai Publishing.
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Understanding the Other 49
Text 2.2

Shadal, Genesis 32:7 (Rabbi Samuel David A% n'wxt 1Tv

Luzzatto, 1800 - 1865, Italy)
IYY ['RY D20 NXRIP7 )70 DAl

“And he is coming toward you”: For they D 7IN T MNYY T K9R KA
believed that Esau was only coming to honor 1720 292 '7IXILIWY NI INNA DN
and protect him on his way. And perhaps this AV7 N1 A K9Y WY DIYNN

really was Esau’s intention, and perhaps they
also understood from Esau’s answer that he

did not have in his heart any evil or hatred for

his brother, and perhaps they also told Jacob all
these things that he said to them, words of peace
and brotherhood. However, Jacob did not trust all
of this, for he was afraid when he heard that he
was coming with four hundred men, and Scripture
did not want to expand upon the conversation of
Esau and the messengers, since they did not have
any benefit to him, because Jacob did not trust
them.

A7Y"7 1N9'0 22 '7IRILI'NK 7V NNIYI
MAT DN'7X 12T WX DNATN 7D DX
DINX .NINKI DI7Y
7531 nLa X7 APV
YNy TNo D ,NT
DA I'7X X2 KINY
XY X7 2mMdN1 LYK
IYY M7 )IRNY
ANKN ,0DR7NNI
1,017 17'VIN K7W
APy DN NLA XY

Samuel David Luzzatto, Torah Commentary, Vol. I, Genesis/Vayishlach-Exodus/Shmot-Yitro (Translated and Annoted by Eliyahu
Munk], Lambda Publishers, Jerusalem, 2012, p 311.
Image courtesy of the Abraham Schwadron Collection at the National Library of Israel.

Exercise 2 - Writing the 49 vs 49 Faces of the Book

Background

Another pillar of the ‘Beit Midrash Way' is the ability to understand contradictory interpretations of
texts as well as ideological and political issues today. This has been referred to in short as the ‘49 vs
49" and more precisely in rabbinic literature as the 49 panim or faces (o9 vn) why a matter may be
understood in contradictory ways. In this exercise we will connect between these multi-dimensional
contradictory ‘faces’ of the Book, with the too often singular-dimension, simplistic nature of Facebook.

Instructions

Write two Facebook posts about the biblical story, one for Jacob and one for his anonymous messenger,
with each post telling over the story from a different perspective. Feel free to be creative, drawing
upon both your own interpretations and the interpretations of the biblical commentaries.
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Jacob Q,

Anonymous Messenger of Jacob Q

Personal Reflection

To what extent do you feel you portrayed each side’s perspective in a manner that the conflicting
Biblical characters would “like” your post? Explain why. Which post do you identify with more?
Explain why.
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Text Study 3 - Historical Precedents

Can you think of examples of when this unit’s question has come up in history? How may the following
historical events serve as contrasting historical precedents?

3.1. PM Chamberlain trusting Hitler’s intentions of making peace in the Munich
Agreement of 1938

Text 3.1.1

Neville Chamberlain (British PM), September 30, 1938 (“Peace For Our Time” speech)

We, the German Fihrer and Chancellor, and the British Prime Minister, have had a further
meeting today and are agreed in recognizing that the question of Anglo-German relations is of
the first importance for our two countries and for Europe.

We regard the agreement signed last night and the Anglo-German Naval Agreement as
symbolic of the desire of our two peoples never to go to war with one another again. We

are resolved that the method of consultation shall be the method adopted to deal with any
other questions that may concern our two countries, and we are determined to continue our
efforts to remove possible sources of difference, and thus to contribute to assure the peace
of Europe.”

https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Neville_Chamberlain%27s_%22Peace_For_Our_Time%22_speech

Text 3.1.2

Anthony Eden (British Foreign Secretary, 1935-1938)

You know, the hardest thing for me during that time was to convince my friends that Hitler
and Mussolini were quite different from British business men or country gentlemen as
regards their psychology, motivations and modes of action. My friends simply refused to
believe me. They thought | was biased against the dictators and refused to understand
them. | kept saying: “When you converse with the Fiihrer or the Duke, you feel at once that
you are dealing with an animal of an entirely different breed from yourself.

Quoted in Victor Davis Hanson, The Second World Wars: How the First Global Conflict Was Fought and Won, 2017, chapter 2. Part
of this quote was later quoted by Israeli PM, Netanayahu in his remarks at the December 8, 2017, Saban Forum.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bho92WEizg
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3.2. Prime Minister Menachem Begin trusting Sadat’s intentions in making peace
and visiting Jerusalem, November 19, 1977

British prime minister, Neville
Chamberlain declared the Munich
agreement meant

“peace for our time.”
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SetNFqcayeA

Sadat in Tel Aviv 1977

Image: https://upload.wikimedia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNdnYADumrg
org/ywklpedla/commons/c/c7/ Image: http://www.archives.gov.il/en/chapter/no-war-
MunichAgreement.jpg begin-governments-peace-initiative-sadats-visit-

jerusalem-november-1977/d164-075-sadat-at-airport-2/

Text 3.2.1

Chief of Staff (Motta) Gur in interview with Yediot Aharanot on November 15, 1977

It should be clear to President Sadat that if he's planning another fraud like the Yom Kippur
War (in 1973], his intentions are clear to us. We know the Egyptian army is at the peak of
preparations to begin a war against Israel by 1978, in spite of Sadat’s announcements about
willingness to come to Jerusalem.

Quoted in Yaacov Bar-Siman-Tov, Israel and the Peace Process 1977-1982: In Search of Legitimacy for Peace, NY: State University
of New York Press, 1994, p. 45.

Text 3.2.2

Menachem Begin addressing closed meeting of the Israeli Foreign Affairs and Security
Cabinet, (November 18, 1977, 1pm, protocol 35, p. 4 of 9)

There are some who are warning of us of dangers [i.e. in Sadat’s visit]. | cannot dismiss this...
after the visit is over if there is a need to reevaluate the situation | will do so without any
hesitation. In the meantime, | don't see any great dangers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sllt4hDfKxs

Text 3.2.3

Prof. William Quandt, a US National Security Council member and the administration’s envoy
on Middle Eastern affairs

We knew the Israelis were ready with snipers on the airport rooftops, because they were
afraid Sadat was deceiving them and that he had Egyptian commando soldiers on the plane
with him, who would attack and assassinate the Israeli leadership. But at the point Sadat
was in the air they knew everything was in order. Barbara Walters (from ABC News) herself
informed the Israelis in advance that there was no cause for concern.

40 years since Sadat visit: ‘Israel had snipers ready on the rooftops’ https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L.-5047042,00.html

Q EImad
(@1)‘) N Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org www.pardes.org.il v.2



https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5047042,00.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SetNFqcayeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SetNFqcayeA
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/MunichAgreement.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/MunichAgreement.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/MunichAgreement.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNdnYADumrg

MAHLOKET MATTERS

The 9Adar Project

H OW TO D ISAG R E E c 0 N ST R U CT | V E LY . Pardes 10719 @ Jewish Week of Constructive Conflict

of Jewish Studie ‘WWW.9ADAR.ORG_

Exercise 3 - Studying Today’s News ‘The Beit Midrash Way’

Can you think of examples of where this unit’s question comes up today either in politics or in your
personal life? To what extent do you feel you understand the 49 vs 49 on this issue?

Background

The final pillar of the Beit Midrash Way is the interpretive skill of identifying key textual ambiguities, as
well as understanding the conflicting interpretations of the commentaries on these textual ambiguities.
These same interpretive skills are critical for reading both biblical verses and the news today. Below is
an example of where this unit's question comes up in the news today according to previous Mahloket
Matters participants. Feel free to use other examples of current events for the following exercise.

Instructions

1. Read in havruta the two articles brought below both reporting on Prime Minister Netanyahu's
September 27, 2018 speech in the UN.

2. What are the shared facts mentioned in both articles?
3. What facts and interpretation of facts are unique to each article?
4. With which article do you identify with more? Why?

5. What did you learn from reading each article and from reading the news in general this way?

Prime Minister Netanyahu's UN Speech,

September 27, 2018
https://www.youtube.com watch?v=B7ZPPaeMmmA

Image: https://he.wikipedia.org/
wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A5:Benjamin_
Netanyahu_portrait.jpg
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Prime Minister Netanyahu’s UN Speech, September 27, 2018

Israeli Leader Claims Iran Has ‘Secret Netanyahu Reveals Iran Nuclear Site,
Atomic Warehouse’ Demanding Iaea Inspection

See https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/27/world/  See: https://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Watch-
middleeast/israel-iran-nuclear-agreement.html Live-PM-Netanyahu-address-at-UNGA-568148

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s UN Speech, September 27, 2018

Article 1 Article 2

Additional Facts/

Additional Facts/
Shared Facts Interpretation of Facts

Interpretation of Facts

[ ] lidentify more with this article because: [ ] lidentify more with this article because:
[ ] lidentify less with this article, [ ] lidentify less with this article,
but still learned: but still learned:

www.pardes.org.il n v.2
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- . ) To continue reading today’s news ‘The Beit Midrash Way’,
.'A"S|des check out AllSides at www.AllSides.com.

00 ¢ Complete the next step of OpenMind to explore the inner
Opn o a o o
. workings of the mind and the psychological mechanisms
Opeand driving your decision-making.
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Supplementary Sources

Supplementary Sources for Text Study 2

Prof. Benzion Netanyahu, father of PM Benjamin Netanyahu, wrote an important book on Abarbanel

(Abravanel). How may the following comment connect to Abarbanel's comment on our story of Jacob
and his messengers?

Text 2.1.1

Benzion Netanyahu, Don Isaac Abravanel: Statesmen and Philosopher, JPS, Philadelphia,
1968, pp. 89-91.

It is doubtful whether Abravanel or any one else could have succeeded in changing

anything substantial in the situation which confronted the Jews of Europe at the time...His
responsibility, however, lay in his ... policy which tried to resist the current, to save here and
there those engulfed in its course, and stop the gaps through which it broke. Significantly he
was described as one who “mends the breaches”. But the breaches could not be mended.
And it is here where Abravanel’s great error lay... With all his experience in politics, his
analytical mind, and his vast knowledge of human affairs, he saw the world through a veil.
That the veil was removed from time to time, and that Abravanel’s genius as financier and
diplomat in its full magnitude and effectiveness, must necessarily be assumed...The velil,
however, was never completely removed when it came to the Jewish question...

Q) Elmad : _
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Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin, one of the founders of the study and practice of religious peacebuilding, wrote
extensively about Shadal. How may the following comment connect to Shadal's comment on our
story of Jacob and his messengers?

Text 2.2.1

Marc Gopin, Between Eden and Armageddon, Oxford, 2000, pp. 90-91.

Like other moral sense theorists, Luzzato (Shadal) focused on the way that human beings
extend their loving sentiments universally. Luzzato’s love for non-Jews would be considered
bizarre by many ultra-Orthodox or ultranationalist Jews today, at best, and at worst, heretical
or traitorous.

How did the following commentators interpret the biblical story differently from Abarbanel and Shadal?

Text 2.3

Ramban, Genesis 32:8 n:a% n'wx"a |'am
(Rabbi Moses b. Nachman, 1194 Spain - 1270

Land of Israel] NX' 1D 17 NNXY N1AYA T TRN RITAA Al

TIVIE APV DIXDP? XA RIDE NN (WY

Then Jacob was greatly afraid. This was NN NI V2R DAY DWIN INY N7
because they told him that Esau had gone forth 27 N7R 2D NPT K7 MR D TR U917 K
from his city and was coming to meet Jacob, IWY 1D ,NTA Y2 'Y AN 2 D709
and moreover, that he took along many men- 007U NRAWN K71 210D DNI9WN 717 K9
four hundred. He thus greatly feared for his IN2'W TIWA [N K7 1D 1197 11 K7 MK
life, for he said, “He has not taken all these 190N 2NN AN D 99 1NV NAT 119Y

men except for the purpose of waging war
against me.” It appears to me in this matter
that Esau did not receive the messengers
properly and paid them no heed. Perhaps they
did not even come before him for he did not at
all give permission for them to come before
him and speak to him for otherwise, Scripture
would have related that Esau questioned them
concerning his brother’s welfare and about his
circumstances and those of his household and
children. [Scripture further would have told
how Esau requested] that they convey greetings
to Jacob and tell him that he is proceeding
towards him to see him, and they would have
told it thus to Jacob. Scripture, however, does
not narrate that the messengers transmitted a
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) ) ) Ramban (Nachmanides) Commentary on
word in Esau’s name. Instead, he [Esau] kept his the Torah, Genesis, Translated Chavel, Shilo

wrath in his heart, and he came with his army publishing, New York, 1971, pp. 396-397.
for the purpose of doing Jacob evil. Now the
messengers had investigated the matter in the
camp, and they knew that he was going to meet
Jacob. This is the meaning of the word vegam
[and moreover] [in the verse, and moreover he
goeth to meet theel, for they said, “We came

to your brother Esau”, but he did not answer

us a word, and he sent you no greeting, and
moreover, he goeth to meet thee with might and
an army. This is why he added fear to his fear, as
Scripture says, And Jacob was greatly afraid, and
was distressed..... You behave towards him like

a brother, but he behaves towards you like Esau
the villain.

Text 2.4.1

Bekhor Shor, Genesis 32:7 (Rabbi Joseph ben 7:2% N'UXI] NIV D2

Isaac Bekhor Shor, 12th century, France)
:NY YR NINA VIR NIRRT 1710 DAl

“And he is coming toward you, and four hundred X7 U7 DX Q10 DX ,NYTY AN UT K91
men are with him”... And we did not know what QTR 7R 7R 1K K KIR 017 N2Wn
was in his mind, if good or bad, because he did NIN AN LINY 1TRY (191,09 2K N9 1y
not respond to us anything, rather he said, ‘I will Y

go to him and talk to him mouth to mouth, and
since | will speak to him, what should | say to you?”

Text 2.4.2

Gordon Wenham, Word Biblical Commentary, Vol. 2, Genesis 16-50, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, Nashville, 1994, p. 290.

The messengers’ return is eerie, for they bring no reply from Esau but simply report that he is
on his way with four hundred men. The brevity makes for ambiguity. Is Esau coming to wage
war or to receive his brother royally? If he is planning an attack, why allow the messengers to
return unharmed, allowing Jacob to prepare himself? Or does Esau feel so superior that he is
prolonging Jacob’s agony before striking the final blow? The suspense is heightened.
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Supplementary Sources for Text Study 3

How may the following two stories, one from the Book of Chronicles in the Bible and the other from
the Book of Maccabees in the Apocrypha, serve as conflicting historical precedents for this unit's

question?

King Josiah not trusting the King of Egypt
Text 3.3

Book of Chronicles Il, Chapter 35 (JPS)

20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared
the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to
fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates;
and Josiah went out against him. 21 But he
sent ambassadors to him, saying: ‘What have
| to do with thee, thou king of Judah? | come
not against thee this day, but against the
house wherewith | have war; and G-d hath
given command to speed me; forbear thee
from meddling with G-d, who is with me, that
He destroy thee not.” 22 Nevertheless Josiah

would not turn his face from him, but disguised

himself, that he might fight with him, and
hearkened not unto the words of Neco, from
the mouth of G-d, and came to fight in the
valley of Megiddo. 23 And the archers shot at
king Josiah; and the king said to his servants:
‘Have me away; for | am sore wounded.” 24 So
his servants took him out of the chariot, and
put him in the second chariot that he had, and

brought him to Jerusalem; and he died, And all

Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
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Jonathan, the Maccabees trusting Tryphon the Greek
Text 3.4

Book of Maccabees I, Chapter 12

39: Now Tryphon went about to get the kingdom of Asia, and to kill Antiochus the king, that
he might set the crown upon his own head. 40: Howbeit he was afraid that Jonathan would
not suffer him, and that he would fight against him; wherefore he sought a way how to take
Jonathan, that he might kill him. So he removed, and came to Bethsan. 41: Then Jonathan
went out to meet him with forty thousand men chosen for the battle, and came to Bethsan.
42: Now when Tryphon saw Jonathan came with so great a force, he durst not stretch his
hand against him; 43: But received him honourably, and commended him unto all his friends,
and gave him gifts, and commanded his men of war to be as obedient unto him, as to himself.
44: Unto Jonathan also he said, Why hast thou brought all this people to so great trouble,
seeing there is no war betwixt us? 45: Therefore send them now home again, and choose a
few men to wait on thee, and come thou with me to Ptolemais, for | will give it thee, and the
rest of the strong holds and forces, and all that have any charge: as for me, | will return and
depart: for this is the cause of my coming. 46: So Jonathan believing him did as he bade him,
and sent away his host, who went into the land of Judea. 47: And with himself he retained but
three thousand men, of whom he sent two thousand into Galilee, and one thousand went with
him. 48: Now as soon as Jonathan entered into Ptolemais, they of Ptolemais shut the gates
and took him, and all them that came with him they slew with the sword.

Supplementary Text Study

What Happened when Jacob and Esau Met?

Text S.1
Genesis 33:4 (The New JPS) T:A7 N'UXN2 Bereishis 33:4
. , (Artscroll/Stone Edition)
Esau ran to greet him. “N77 1YY Y (T)
He embraced, and falling 2V 99 4Njpan' in Esau ran toward him, embraced
on his neck, he kissed him [ AN NRIY him, fell upon his neck, and
[vayeshakehu); and they wept. kissed him; then they wept.

Draw a picture of verse 4.
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Read the following rabbinic interpretations of verse 4. How might each of the rabbis draw a different
picture?

Text S.2

Genesis Rabbah 78:9 (T,2%7) ,0:nY (X2'7'1) N2 N'WUXIA

(6th Century CE, Land of Israel)
AV TR, NP MNP WY Y

The word [vayeshakehu] is dotted. R. Simeon TM... NTUIX 2 IVnY 20 X
b. Eleazar said:...Hence it teaches that he [P NYWN DNIXA 1'ANN 1NNDIY
kissed him with all his heart. ...Said R. Jannai nn- [> DX :'N2' ) 7 N .17 701
to him: IfSO, Why is the word dotted? It |I—NJ]‘7 N2 X7Y Tnn NN 219y T
teaChes, howeverf that he wished to bite him A7V 11N Y9 NNIX DYV DY XIX
(but that the Patriarch Jacob’s neck was turned ANIYYA MIN 99 1 1071 WY Y
to marble and that wicked man’s teeth were SY D91 AT KIX 497 17 TINTN
blunted and loosened. Hence “and they both 1MW Y A AT ARIN

wept” one wept because of his neck and the
other wept because of his teeth.

Midrash Rabbah Genesis Il, Soncino Press, London, 1951, p.721.

Supplementary Source for Text Study 1
Why does the Bible say that Jacob was afraid with two different adjectives in Gen. 32:87

Text S.3

Genesis Rabbah 76:2 2:1yY DAY N'YUNXI

(6th Century CE, Land of Israel) . N
(N7 NWUKRND) “i7 ¥4 TR APYT XY

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was ?N0X X' X7 DRYRN K7 K'Y 9 R
distressed (Gen. 32:8). Rabbi Judah b. Rabbi Ilai 20N XY 17 - X AN K7W - KRR
said: Are not ‘fear” and ‘distress’ identical? The

meaning, however, is that ‘he was afraid” lest

he should be slain (meaning killed by Esau),

“and he was distressed” lest he should slay

[meaning kill Esaul).

Midrash Rabbah Genesis Il, Soncino Press, London, 1951, p.702.
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