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Esther sent to the Rabbis: Write me for generations.
(Talmid Bavli Megillah 7a)

Rav Asi taught: Why was Esther compared to the
dawn? To teach you: Just as the dawn is the end of
the entire night — so Esther is the end of all miracles.
(Talmud Bavli Yoma 29a)
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Top: Hana Polani, 1929 Queen Esther of Tel Aviv, Tel Aviv Mayor Meir Dizengoff at the crowning

ceremony of Polani. Bottom: Dora Europus panel, Syria 244.



ESTHER AND VASHTI

Esther 5:1

On the third day, Esther put on royal apparel and stood in the
inner court of the king’s palace, facing the king’s palace, while
the king was sitting on his royal throne in the throne room
facing the entrance of the palace.

Talmud Bavli 14a-b

The Sages taught in a baraita: Forty-eight prophets and seven
prophetesses prophesied on behalf of the Jewish people, and
they neither subtracted from nor added onto what is written
in the Torah, introducing no changes or additions to the
mitzvot except for the reading of the Megilla, which they
added as an obligation for all future generations. [...]

Who were the seven prophetesses? Sarah, Miriam, Deborah,
Hannah, Abigail, Huldah, and Esther.

Esther was also a prophetess, as it is written: “And it came to
pass on the third day that Esther clothed herself in

royalty” (Esther 5:1). It should have said:Esther clothed herself
in royal garments. Rather, this alludes to the fact that she
clothed herself with a divine spirit of inspiration. It is written
here: “And she clothed herself,” and it is written elsewhere:
“And the spirit clothed Amasai” (I Chronicles 12:19)

alone!

John Everett Millais, Esther, 1865.

R: INOR

MDY YIPM "WYYn Dl N
129072 9303 Thym Ny
WY 32M 7200 122 N2i Nennan
n2i MOYRN N*aa iMaYn rReIYY
:n1an nng

2" B T nY7n *vaa Tindn
YAV DRI NNNWY DYPIIR N
R HRIWY DAY IR2IN) MR’
22 7N YY 11N RS Inna
nYIN RIPHN YIN NIN2

[2D0 M=] 1N RN MNI2) YV
,27R 7N 02T ,0M0 0
[...] "nORY NTHIN

POV DA AN BNIT — INOR
JMaY%n Inor Yasm

RYR 217099 %920 'Midvn maa’
RN 2N :wIPN MY Nnwady
-0R-11T) TNN 2N "Yavm”
YRy NR AYaY MM (v 1 R

The Revolt of Vashti
Poems of Progress and New Thought
Pastels. by Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1850-1919).

“I was a princess ere I was a queen,
And worthy of a better fate than this!
There lies the crown that made me queen
in namel

Here stands the woman--wife in name

Now, no more queen--nor wife--but
woman still--

Ay, and a woman strong enough to be
Her own avenger.”



Mordechai as curse and inspiration: from right to left: Gustav Dore inspired anti- |

Semitic cartoon, “The Eternal Jew” 1938; Shmuel Hisrchenberg, “The Eternal Jew”, Poland 1899; Michael
Segen Cohen, “The Wandering Jew”, 1983. Below: Arieh Allweil, 1942,

From Berlin to DC: Joachim Prinz speaks out against Silence
Joachim Prinz, the rabbi of the Berlin liberal community, recalled how, in the years after 1933, "people
came by the thousands to the synagogue to listen to the story of Haman and Esther," which "became the
story of our own lives." To those relatively assimilated German Jews, the Megilla, read in Hebrew and
then translated, "suddenly made sense," for "it was quite clear that Haman meant Hitler." And not only
did the long repressed spirit of vengeance reassert itself in the synagogue, but also the the noisemakers:
"Never had | heard such applause in a synagogue when the names of the ten sons of Haman were read,
describing their hanging from the gallows," recalled Rabbi Prinz. "Every time we read 'Haman' the people
heard Hitler, and the noise was deafening. The little noisemakers became more than toys. They were the
instruments of a demonstration in the midst of frustration.”

Thirty years later, at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
on August 28, 1963, standing on the steps on the Lincoln Memorial
and speaking right before Martin Luther King, Jr. would deliver his
famous “I have a Dream” speech, Rabbi Prinz, now a leading American
Reform Rabbi, gave a speech entitled: “I speak to you as an American
Jew”. In it he recalled his years as a Rabbi in Berlin under Nazi rule,
and within his words one can hear the echo of Mordechai urging
Esther: nRI NY2 *ND WIN3 DX — you must not be silent during these
times:

“When | was the rabbi of the Jewish community in Berlin under the
Hitler regime, | learned many things. The most important thing that |
learned under those tragic circumstances was that bigotry and hatred
are not the most urgent problem. The most urgent, the most
disgraceful, the most shameful and the most tragic problem is silence.
A great people which had created a great civilization had become a
nation of silent onlookers. They remained silent in the face of hate, in
the face of brutality and in the face of mass murder. America must not
become a nation of onlookers. America must not remain silent. Not
merely black America , but all of America . It must speak up and act,.
from the President down to the humblest of us, and not for the sake

of the Negro, not for the sake of the black community but for the sake
of the image, the idea and the aspiration of America itself.”



PURIM SHENI: CASBLANCA, VENICE AND MORE

Above: Asher Hassin, Megillat Hitler, Casablanca 1944
Below: Colophon of Megillat Esther written by Stellina bat Menachem, Venice 1564,
Braginsky Collection.




