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The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the whole Israelite community and say to them:
You shall be holy, for |, the Lord your God, am holy.

Vayikra Rabba 24

Rabbi Chiyya taught: This section was spoken before the whole
community, because most of the essential principles of the
Torah depend on it. Rabbi Levi said: Because the Ten
Commandments are included within it: (1) "l am the Lord your
God," (Exodus 20:2) and here it is written, "l am the Lord your
God" (Leviticus 19:3). (2) "You shall have no other gods before
me," (Exodus 20:3) and here it is written, "Nor make to
yourselves molten gods" (Leviticus 19:4). (3) "You shall not take
the name of the Lord your God in vain," (Exodus 20:7) and here
it is written, "And you shall not swear by My name falsely"
(Leviticus 19:12). (4) "Remember the Sabbath day", (Exodus
20:7) and here it is written, "And keep My sabbaths" (Leviticus
19:3). (5) "Honor your father and your mother," (Exodus 20:12)
and here it is written, "Every man shall fear his mother and his
father" (Leviticus 19:3). (6) "You shall not murder," (Exodus
20:13) and here it is written, "You shall not stand by the blood
of your fellow" (Leviticus 19:16). (7) "You shall not commit
adultery," (Exodus 20:13) and here it is written, "Both the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death"
(Leviticus 19:10). (8) "You shall not steal," (Exodus 20:13) and
here it is written, "You shall not steal." (Leviticus 19:11). (9)
"You shall not bear false witness," (Exodus 20:13) and here it is
written, "You shall not go about as a talebearer" (Leviticus
19:16). (10) "You shalt not covet... any thing that is your
fellow's," (Exodus 20:13) and here it is written, "Love your
fellow as yourself" (Leviticus 19:18).
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Nahmanides. Vayikra ch.19

You shall be holy: "One should be separate from sexual
transgressions and from sin, for any place that one finds a fence
[before] sexual transgressions, one [also] finds holiness
(kedusha)" - this is the language of Rashi.

But in Sifra, Kedoshim, Section 1, Chapter 2, | saw only, "You
shall be holy." And [so,] they learned there (Sifra, Shemini,
Chapter 12:3), "'And you shall sanctify yourselves and be holy,
since holy am I' (Leviticus 11:44) - Just like | am holy, you should
be holy; just like | am separate, you should be separate."

But according to my opinion, this separation is not to separate
from sexual transgressions, like the words of the rabbi (Rashi).
But [rather], the separation is the one mentioned in every place
in the Talmud where its [practitioners] are called those that
have separated themselves (perushim). And the matter is [that]
the Torah prohibited sexual transgressions and forbidden foods,
and permitted sexual relations between husband and wife and
the eating of meat and [the drinking of] wine. If so, a desirous
person will find a place to be lecherous with his wife or his
many wives, or to be among the guzzlers of wine and the
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gluttons of meat. He will speak as he pleases about all the
vulgarities, the prohibition of which is not mentioned in the
Torah. And behold, he would be a brute with the permission of
the Torah. Therefore, Scripture came, after it specified the
prohibitions that it completely forbade, and commanded a
more general [rule] - that we should be separated from
[indulgence of] those things that are permissible: He should
minimize sexual relations, like the matter that they stated
(Berakhot 22a), "That Torah scholars should not be found with
their wives [constantly] like chickens." And he should only have
relations according to the need for his execution of the
commandment. And he should sanctify himself from wine by
minimizing it - just as Scripture calls the Nazarite, holy
(Numbers 6:5); and mentions the evil that comes from it in the
Torah with Noach (Genesis 9:21) and with Lot (Genesis 19:33).
And so [too], he should separate himself from impurity - even
though we are not prohibited from it in the Torah - as they
mentioned (Chagigah 18b), "The clothing of ignorant people are
[considered] midras (a type of impurity) for perushim." And just
as the Nazarite is also called holy for his guarding [himself] from
the impurity of the dead. And he should also guard his mouth
and his tongue from becoming defiled from the multitude of
coarse food and from disgusting speech, as mentioned by
Scripture (Isaiah 9:16), "and every mouth speaks a vulgarity."
And he should sanctify himself with this, until he comes to
separation (perishut) - as they said about Rabbi Chiya, that he
never spoke idle conversation in his life.

For these [things] and similar to them comes this general
commandment - after it listed all of the sins that are completely
forbidden - until he includes in this general rule the command
of cleanliness of his hands and his body. As they stated
(Berakhot 53b), "'And you shall sanctify yourselves' - these are
the first waters (to wash hands before the meal), 'and be holy' -
these are the last waters (to wash hands after the meal), 'since
holy' - this is fragrant oil." As even though these
commandments are rabbinic, the essence of Scripture prohibits
things like these; that we should be clean and pure and
separate ourselves from the masses of people, who dirty
themselves with those things that are permissible and with
those things that are ugly. And this is the way of the Torah to
state the particulars and [then] the general rules.

And similar to this is when after the prohibition of the specific
laws of trade among men - do not steal, do not burglarize, do
not deceive, and all of the other prohibitions - it states the
general principle, "And you shall do the straight and the good"
(Deuteronomy 6:18), so that it places into a positive
commandment, uprightness, compromise and going beyond
the letter of the law towards the will of his friend - as | will
explain ...

953 9398495 9379 95 Y3 DI 9% INIDA
51 139 ,79IN2 NT NN 19MN KOV ,Mban
$MNN MYHI Y

HONY DYIDINN VIOV YINN 21NN XA 19995
1 DIYIID NPNIY DD 9393 NI 29000 OIIN
15 M092) YIINRY PIYD ,DIwNa VYD .MIMNN
TPMIVI DN PN DMION YTION 1P NOY (N
DYPA TINN 293 NON WNY> XD, PONInd

13D ,I0WINA PO I IDNY WP NN NINHDN
OV, VYT DN (D)) 927H2) 2INON XIPY

19 .L192) NI NN NN MDD MYIN
NININ ROV 97YN,INDIVN JD 1INY ¥I9d

DY X2 (2 N N YPITNY PIYD ,NNNA NN
WYTR 1IN RIPIV 1D, D01I190 DTN NIND
D) .12 D) NNN NNMLNY NI (N 2 THI)
NOIN NDYINN M2 ININDN MY I NNYd
LV YY) 2INDN PITNY PIYI ,ONNIN NIATH Y
WY TY DT MISY WM ,NDA) 92T N9 DY (YO
NY ROYW X»N 2217 DY ININRY 10D, M)
2PN NYLA NNOY

,TPO00N NINTN MINNDN NN I3 NSO NI
TY 2000 MNION JNY MY D VI NN
195,191 P NPPIN INNND NN HHI1 DIV
DM YN DNVTPNM (22 MOI2) INNRY

Y, DMINN DM YN DIWVYTP DN ,DMWUNI
NN IONY 97YN YD .29V JIW DY VYT

TPMV N N2 R¥PI 2INON IPOY , 017210
DNV DTX )2 NHNN DIV DINNVY DOP)

: DY) MIMNI DNNY D900

5,172 N¥Y’93 91955 V91999 NINN 9T N
1P2Y 1919 XYM 993 199910 Y099 NININ NN
ANYI IND N9 HINHN XD 210 KXY, 09N A
093249) 210N YWD MYY HHO IR, MININD
0295 99 NNYNN AWM NYY DY (N2
(DY) YIIN 9UNRI 19930 XY P10 NNYUN
,NAWN PIVA D) .A7aPN PN IMIPNRY YDA
593 NYYA DXNIVM INDI MININN TON

(7239 1919) NT YIANR TV, MIAYN NIV
(12




