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1. And these are the ordinances that you
shall set before them.

2Should you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall
work [for] six years, and in the seventh
[vear], he shall go out to freedom without
charge.

3If he comes [in] alone, he shall go out
alone; if he is a married man, his wife shall
go out with him.

41f his master gives him a wife, and she
bears him sons or daughters, the woman and
her children shall belong to her master, and
he shall go out alone.

5But if the slave says, "I love my master, my
wife, and my children. I will not go free,"
6his master shall bring him to the judges,
and he shall bring him to the door or to the
doorpost, and his master shall bore his ear
with an awl, and he shall serve him forever.
120ne who strikes a man so that he dies
shall surely be put to death.

13But one who did not stalk [him], but God
brought [it] about into his hand, I will make
a place for you to which he shall flee.

14But if a man plots deliberately against his
friend to slay him with cunning, [even] from
My altar you shall take him to die

15And one who strikes his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

16And whoever kidnaps a man and sells
him, and he is found in his possession, shall
surely be put to death.

17And one who curses his father or his
mother shall surely be put to death.

18And if men quarrel, and one strikes the
other with a stone or with a fist, and he
onikes the other with a stone or with does
not die but is confined to [his] bed,

19if he gets up and walks about outside on
his support, the assailant shall be cleared; he
shall give only [payment] for his [enforced]
idleness, and he shall provide for his cure.
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Chavel Translation

2. IF THOU BUY A HEBREW SERVANT. G-d began the first
ordinance with the subject of a Hebrew servant, because the
liberation of the servant in the seventh vyear contains a
rememberance of the departure from Egypt which is mentioned in
the first commandment, just as He said on it, And thou shalt
remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the
Eternal thy G-d redeemed thee; therefore I command thee this
thing today.21 It also contains a remembrance of the creation, just
as the Sabbath does, for the seventh year signals to a servant a
complete rest from the work of his master, just as the seventh day
of the week does. There is in addition a ‘seventh’ amongst the
years, which is the jubilee, for seven is the chosen of the days [to
be the Sabbath], and of the years [to be the Sabbatical year], and
of the [seven] Sabbaticals [to be the jubilee]; and they all point
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? to one subject, namely, the secret of the days of the world — from

| bereshith (in the beginning) till vayechulu (and they were
finished).?*  Therefore this commandment deserved to be
mentioned first, because of its extreme importance, alluding as it
does to great things in the process of creation. 23 This is why the
prophet Jeremiah was very stringent about it and said, Thus saith
the Eternal, the G-d of Israel: I made a covenant with your
fathers; 2% At the end of the seven years ye shall let go every one
his manservant, and every one his maidservant. > And on account
of its violation, G-d decreed the f.-xile,26 just as the Torah decreed
exile for the Sabbatical rest of the land which was not observed, 2
as I will yet write, 28 with the help of the Rock.

When He finished stating the ordinance of this [first]
commandment as it applies to Hebrew servants, He began the
ordinance of the commandment, Thou shalt not murder, 29since it
is the worst [sin] and then [He stated the ordinances of the
commandments] to honor one’s parents, and of Thou shalt not
steal,” and then He went back to the ordinance of one who
smites his fellow-man but did not kill him, 30 and then to the
murder of a bondman, which is worse than the - killing of an
offspring,3! and after that to [injury to] the limbs of Israelites

and bondmen,32 and then to cases of death inflicted by cattle
which cause injury33 All the sections are thus arranged in logical
sequence and in proper order.

3. Rabbi Prof. Eliezer Berkovits, Crisis and Faith, 1976, section 2, The Personal
Life, chapter 4, Meaning, Value and Person pp. 45 - 47
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3. Rabbi Prof. Eliezer Berkovits, Crisis and Faith, 1976, section 2, The Personal
Life, chapter 4, Meaning, Value and Person pp. 45 - 47

When modern man seeks meaning in his life, he usually thinks of self-realization or
self-fulfillment. Very often, however, self-realization becomes a form of
depersonalization. What is the self?... That what is complete within itself knows
nothing of the desire for self-realization or the drive for self-fulfillment. A tree, for
instance, knows nothing of self-realization... It is complete in itself... It is fully
comprehended in each now; fully realized in its momentary existence.

To strive for self-realization presupposes freedom. One must be free to choose
among different courses of action the one that will lead to self-fulfillment. But freedom
is a possibility of being, i. e. a form of non-being, something yet to-be, a not-yet.
What is complete within itself has no freedom, it is already realized.

Thus, the self is forever unfinished, is always what it may be. By way of its freedom
the not-yet is incorporated in every Now of the Self. lts Now is open ended; it is in
anticipation of the future. The not-yet is ever present in the life of the Self. Because of
the element of freedom that is part of his destiny, man's presence is expectation.
What does he expect? Himselfl!

In freedom man reaches out towards the not-yet of his being for selfhood. The self of
the moment is the self that has to be transcended in order that man may come more
richly and more authentically to himself.

If one accepts the moment-self as the authentic one, one should not really speak of
self-realization. The self of the moment is already realized. In this case the self-
fulfillment can only mean living completely in a Now that has lost its open-endedness
toward the future.

When God addressed Adam and gave him the first commandment, He called him
from the innocence of completed "thinghood" in an eternal Now into the personal
reality of the not-yet, and revealed to him human freedom as the source of
responsibility.

Only because man is forever not-yet, because his humanity consists in self-
transcendence, can he be the recipient of Divine commandments. Responsibility is
the freedom of self-transcendence. Only because of that could man be entrusted with
revelation of God's word for him.

If then man seeks for the specific meaning of his individual existence in "self-
realization" within the process of self-transcendence, forever breaking out of the of
the imprisoning Now along the road, he may be granted to hear the Word, guiding
him to his own personal self-transcending destiny.
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