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One Ark or Two Arks?
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Devarim/Deut 10

Thereupon the Lord said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone
like the first, and come up to Me on the mountain; and make
an ark of wood. 2l will inscribe on the tablets the
commandments that were on the first tablets that you
smashed, and you shall deposit them in the ark.”

3] made an ark of acacia wood and carved out two tablets of
stone like the first; | took the two tablets with me and went up
the mountain. *The Lord inscribed on the tablets the same text
as on the first, the Ten Commandments that He addressed to
you on the mountain out of the fire on the day of the
Assembly; and the Lord gave them to me. 5Then | left and went
down from the mountain, and | deposited the tablets in the ark
that | had made, where they still are, as the Lord had
commanded me.

Rashi 10:1

This is not the same ark that was [later] made by Betzalel, for
there was no involvement in the Mishkan until after Yom
Kippur, for when [Moshe] descended from the mountain he
commanded them concerning the building of the Mishkan, and
Betzalel made first the Mishkan and afterwards the ark and the
vessels; thus, this was a different ark. This was the one. The
one that Betzalel made did not go out to war except in the days
of Eli, and they were punished for it, and it was captured.

Ramban 10:1

At that time — After | had fallen before God for 40 days and
nights [to plead with God in the wake of the golden calf] (see
Deut 9:25-26) God reconciled to me and agreed to write the
second tablets... The reason for [the command], "Make for
yourself an ark of wood," is "so that you can place the tablets
in it when you descend." This ark was made entirely of wood —
it and the cover that was over it, in the manner of all boxes.
And the tablets were there until the Mishkan was made, at
which time they made the ark covered in gold, and the
covering above it, which was of pure gold. There was no need
for a box prior to Moses’ ascent to receive the first set of
tablets, as God knew that they would be smashed...

Rashi’s approach [regarding two arks] is an aggadic approach
offered by the Midrash Tanchuma. One may ask:

After the tablets were extracted from this wood ark, and
placed in Betzalel’s [golden] ark, what became of this [wood
ark]? And why did it go out with them to war? They say that it
[the wood ark] contained the broken tablets. But this is a
minority opinion in the Jerusalem Talmud, [Shekalim 6:1]... the
majority view is that “the intact tablets and the broken tablets
were both in the Ark of the Covenant”.

Moreover, [if Rashi’s approach is to be true,] where did the
[war] Ark sit throughout the wilderness years? After, all, in the
inner sanctum of the Tabernacle there was only a single ark!
And Solomon installed only one ark into the Holy of Holies!
But Moses [wood] ark was buried like all sacred items after
Betzalel’s [golden] ark became operational.
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Bmidbar 2:2, 17

2The Israelites shall camp ... they shall camp around the Tent of
Meeting at a distance.

17: Midway between the divisions, the Tent of Meeting, the
division of the Levites, shall move. As they camp, so they shall
march, each in position...

Bmidbar 10

They marched from the mountain of the Lord a distance of
three days. The Ark of the Covenant of the Lord traveled in
front of them on that three days’ journey

Rashi
The Ark of the Covenant travelled in front of the them — this is
the ark of war which holds the broken tablets

Bamidbar 10:35

When the Ark was to set out, Moses would say:
Advance, O Lord!

May Your enemies be scattered,

And may Your foes flee before You!



