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FOUR SPECIES, FIVE PRINCIPLES

Vayikra 23:40

On the first day you are to take the fruit from
hadar trees, branches of palm trees, limbs of
leafy trees and willows of the brook and rejoice
before the L-rd your G-d for seven days.
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1. Vayikra Raba 30:9 — G-d

THE FRUIT OF THE HADAR TREE. HADAR |t
symbolizes the Holy One, blessed be He, of whom it is | n
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written, You are clothed with glory and majesty--hadar
(Tehilim 104:1). BRANCHES OF PALM-TREES
symbolize the Holy One, blessed be He, of whom it is
written, The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree
(Tehilim 92:13). AND THE LIMBS OF THICK TREES
symbolize the Holy One, blessed be He, of whom it is
written, And he stood among the myrtle-trees
(Zechariah 1:8). AND WILLOWS (ARBE) OF THE
BROOK symbolize the Holy One, blessed be He, of
whom it is written, Praise Him that rides upon the skies
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(aravot), whose name is the L-rd (Tehilim 68:5).
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2. Vayikra 30:10 — role models

THE FRUIT OF THE HADAR TREE. HADAR | pnNax N1 2Tn yy N9
symbolizes Abraham, whom the Holy One, blessed | na'wa  n"apn NTnw

be He, honored (hidro) with good old age; as it
says, And Abraham was old, advanced in age
(Breishit 24:1), and it is written, And honor
(vehadarta) the face of the old man (Vayikra 19:
32). BRANCHES (KAPPOT) OF PALM-TREES
symbolizes Isaac who had been tied (kafut) and
bound upon the altar. AND LIMBS OF THICK
TREES symbolizes Jacob; just as the myrtle is
crowded with leaves so was Jacob crowded with
children. AND WILLOWS OF THE BROOK
symbolize Joseph; as the willow withers before the
other three species, so Joseph died before his
brothers. Another explanation of the text, THE
FRUIT OF THE HADAR TREE. HADAR
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symbolizes Sarah whom the Holy One, blessed be
He, honored (hidrah) with a good old age; as it
says, Now Abraham and Sarah were old (Breishit
18:11). BRANCHES OF PALM-TREES symbolize
Rebekah; just as the palm-tree contains edible fruit
as well as prickles, so Rebekah brought forth a
righteous man and a wicked one. AND LIMBS OF
THICK TREES symbolize Leah; just as the myrtle
is crowded with leaves so was Leah crowded with
children. AND WILLOWS OF THE BROOK
symbolize Rachel; just as the willow withers before
the other three species, so Rachel died before her
sister.
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3. Vayikra Raba 30:11 - Torah

THE FRUIT OF THE HADAR TREE. HADAR
symbolizes the Great Sanhedrin, whom the Holy
One, blessed be He, honored (hidram) with good
old age, of which it says, You shall stand before
the old head (Vayikra 19:32). BRANCHES
(KAPPOT) OF PALM-TREES symbolize scholars
who force (kofin) themselves to learn Torah from
each other. AND THE LIMBS OF THICK TREES
symbolize the three rows of students who sit in
front of them. AND WILLOWS OF THE BROOK
symbolizes the pair of judges’ scribes who stand in
front of the judges and write down the words of
those who free and the words of those who
sentence.
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4. Vayikra Raba 30:12 — Jewish people

THE FRUIT OF THE HADAR TREE symbolizes Israel,
just as the etrog has taste as well as fragrance, so
Israel have among them those who have learning and
good deeds. BRANCHES OF PALM-TREES, too,
applies to Israel; as the palm-tree has taste but not | |'xi
smell, so Israel have among them those who have
learning but not good deeds. AND LIMBS OF THICK
TREES likewise applies to Israel; just as the myrtle
has smell but no taste, so Israel have among them
those who have good deeds but not learning. AND
WILLOWS OF THE BROOK also applies to Israel; just | X7
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as the willow has no taste and no smell, so Israel have
among them people who have neither learning nor
good deeds. What then does the Holy One, blessed be
He, do to them? To destroy them is impossible. But,
says the Holy One, blessed be He, let them all be tied
together in one band and they will atone one for
another.
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5. Vayikra Raba 30:14 - individual

resembles the mouth, and the etrog resembles | N9
the heart.

The spine of the lulav resembles the spine of a | nniIT 27217 %9 n1Twn
person; the myrtle resembles the eye; the willow | nnIT oThNI DTX 7w DTYY
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