Pardes, Pre-Purim 5780 — Daniel Taub

Jews in Foreign Courts - from the Bible till today

1. The context: fragmentation and feasting
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It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over a hundred and twenty-seven
provinces from India to Ethiopia... in the third year of his reign, he gave a banquet for all the
officials and courtiers—...-and royal wine was served in abundance, as befits a king, in golden

beakers, beakers of varied design. He displayed the vast riches of his kingdom and the splendid
glory of his majesty...

Daniel:

.....

ﬂnbn\v ’-m:m:m ND‘J)Q m:l 1m\fm obww: ”t Nbb’ﬂ'm ’-n:m ‘133731:13 79n ’-r NDU:ﬂ NJTT mmb
mrm

In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to
Jerusalem and laid siege to it.

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for his thousand nobles, and in the presence of the thousand he
drank wine... Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar ordered the gold and silver vessels that
his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple at Jerusalem to be brought so that the
king and his nobles, his consorts and concubines could drink from them.

Joseph:
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On the third day—his birthday—Pharaoh made a banquet for all his officials...

2, The Jewish immigrant

Esther:
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In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair son of Shimei son of Kish, a
Benjaminite. who had been exiled from Jerusalem... He fostered Hadassah—that is, Esther—his
uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The lass was shapely and beautiful...

Daniel:
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Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief officer, to bring some Israelites of royal descent and of the
nobility— youths without blemish, handsome, proficient in all wisdom, knowledgeable and
intelligent. ..

Joseph:
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3. The Contest
Esther:
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When the turn came for Esther daughter of Abihail—the uncle of Mordecai, who had adopted her as
his own daughter—to go to the king, she did not ask for anything but what Hegai, the king’s
eunuch, guardian of the women, advised. Yet Esther won the admiration of all who saw her.

Daniel:
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Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the king’s food or the wine he drank, so he sought
permission of the chief eunuch not to defile himself... And G-d disposed the chief eunuch to be kind
and compassionate toward Daniel. The chief eunuch said to Daniel, “I fear that my lord the king,
who allotted food and drink to you, will notice that you look out of sorts, unlike the other youths of
your age—and you will put my life in jeopardy with the king.” Daniel replied... “Please test your
servants for ten days, giving us legumes to eat and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with
that of the youths who eat of the king’s food, and do with your servants as you see fit.” He agreed to
this plan of theirs, and tested them for ten days. When the ten days were over, they looked better and
healthier than all the youths who were eating of the king’s food.

Joseph:
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When Joseph was taken down to Egypt, a certain Egyptian, Potiphar, a courtier of Pharaoh and his
chief eunuch, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him there.

4. An uneasy ruler
Esther:
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That night, sleep deserted the king, and he ordered the book of records, the annals, to be brought;
and it was read to the king. There it was found written that Mordecai had denounced Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, who had plotted to do away with King
Ahasuerus.

Daniel:
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In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was
agitated. The king ordered the magicians to be summoned in order to tell the king what he had
dreamed.... Daniel answered the king and said, “The mystery about which the king has inquired,
magicians cannot tell to the king. But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has
made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what is to be at the end of days.
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Joseph:
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After two years’ time, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile. Next morning, his spirit
was agitated, and he sent for all the magicians of Egypt, and all its wise men; and Pharaoh told them
his dreams, but none could interpret them for Pharaoh... Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “Not I!
God will see to Pharaoh’s welfare.”

5. Rise to power and assimilation
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So Haman took the garb and the horse and arrayed Mordecai and paraded him through the city
square; and he proclaimed before him: This is what is done for the man whom the king desires to
honor!

Daniel - Beltshzar:
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Then, at Belshazzar’s command, they clothed Daniel in purple, placed a golden chain on his neck,
and proclaimed that he should rule as one of three in the kingdom.

Joseph — Tsofnat Paneach:
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Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I put you in charge of all the land of Egypt.” And removing his signet
ring from his hand, Pharaoh put it on Joseph’s hand; and he had him dressed in robes of fine linen,
and put a gold chain about his neck.

6. Jealousy, Jewish identity and dual loyalties
Esther:
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All the king’s courtiers in the palace gate knelt and bowed low to Haman, for such was the king’s
order concerning him; but Mordecai would not kneel or bow low. Then the king’s courtiers who
were in the palace gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s order?”
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Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and dispersed among the
other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are different from those of any other
people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them.
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Daniel:
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Whoever will not bow and worship [the statue] shall at once be thrown into a burning fiery furnace.
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Those men then said, “We are not going to find any fault with this Daniel, unless we find something
against him in connection with the laws of his G-d.” ...Whoever shall address a petition to any god
or man, besides you, O king, during the next thirty days shall be thrown into a lions’ den...

Pharaoh:
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And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much too numerous for us. Let us deal
shrewdly with them, so that they may not increase; otherwise in the event of war they may join our
enemies in fighting against us and rise from the ground.”

7. Stepping forward
Esther:
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Mordecai had this message delivered to Esther: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will
escape with your life by being in the king’s palace. On the contrary, if you keep silent in this crisis,
relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s house
will perish. And who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just such a crisis.”

8. Political stability — good for the Jews?
Esther:
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King Ahasuerus imposed tribute on the mainland and the islands... For Mordecai the Jew ranked
next to King Ahasuerus and was highly regarded by the Jews and popular with the multitude of his
brethren; he sought the good of his people and interceded for the welfare of all his kindred.

Joseph:
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Joseph gathered in all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan,
as payment for the rations that were being procured, and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s
palace.
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Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. G-d will surely take notice of you and bring you up
from this land to the land that He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” So Joseph
made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When G-d has taken notice of you, you shall carry up my
bones from here.”



