Nechama Goldman Barash

Parshat Ki Tissa
Sources referred to in the podcast
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Shabbat 88a:

And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said, what is the meaning of that which is written: The
people saw that Moses had delayed in descending the mountain? Do not read this as it is
written vosheish rather read it as if it were written va 'u sheish (Six have passed). When
Moshe ascended to the Heavenly heights, he said to the Jewish people “At the end of
forty days, at the beginning of the sixth hour of the day, I will come back™ At the end of
forty days, according to the people’s count (i.e. on the sixteenth of Tamuz) Satan came
and threw the world into confusion. Satan said to them, Moses your teacher, where is he?
They told him “He ascended to the Heavenly heights.” Satan said to them: “Six hours
have passed already! However, the people paid no attention to him. Satan showed them
the image of [Moses’] bier being carried out in the Heavens. And that is why they said to
Aaron subsequently “Make for us gods that will go before us, for this man Moses, we do
not know what became of him.”

Denuded of Beauty: Aftermath of Sin

Exodus 33 A7 P75 M
4) When the people heard this harsh word, they 279 R INYR?) 12280 71T Y7 1270708 ava vpwn (7(
went in to mourning and none put on his finery. Ry

5)The Lord said to Moses “Say to the children of
Israel, You are a stiffnecked people. If | were to go
in your midst for one moment, | would destroy you.
Now then, leave off your finery, and | will consider
what to do to you.

6) So the children of Israel stripped off the finer
from Mt. Horeb.

DN X3RN Ty MR pi N (n(

Y T AAY) TP TR0 TN N 93 MY vpoy
FTETYN TR YT TR

DM IR QYIS PRI 7 O

Exodus 35

22) Men and women, all whose hearts moved them,
all who would make an elevation offering of god to
the Lord, came bringing brooches, earrings, rings,
and pendants — gold objects of all kinds.

23) And everyone who had in his possession blue,
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purple and crimson yarns, fine linen, goats’ hair
tanned ram skins and dolphin skins, brought them.
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Song of Songs 1

5)1 am black but/and beautiful, daughters of
Jerusalem, like the tents of Kedar, like the pavilions
of Shlomo.
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Midrash Zuta Shir Hashirim

I am black but beautiful. Is it possible for something
black to be beautiful? To what is the compared? To
the young daughter of kings who became corrupted
in her father’s home and was severely rebuked and
went out and was collected sheaves and was
blackened (by the sun). Her friends began to take
pity on her. What did she say to them? Do not see
me that | am blackened for | have been blackened
by the sun and you cannot compare one who
emerges ugly from its mother’s womb to one who
was born beautiful and became ugly, because it is
possible for him to quickly return to his beauty. | am
blackened by the sin of the golden calf but | am
beautified by the Tabernacle.

A second interpretation: | am blackened but
beautiful. The children of Israel were blackened in
Egypt for they had to work with mortar, pitch and
bricks. But they were beautiful on the Sea when
watching the humiliation of Egypt...
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