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Talmud, Megila 16a
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Rabi Elazar said in the name of R’
Hanina: Every person who says a
word in the name of the one who said
it brings redemption to the world,

as it is written: "And Esther said to the
king in the name of Mordechai".
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Rambam (Maimonides) Mishneh Torah Laws of Fasts ch. 1

1 It is a positive commandment from the Torah to cry
out and to sound trumpets for all troubles that come
upon the community; as it is stated (Numbers 10:9),
"In response to an enemy who attacks you - you
should sound trumpets.” That is to say, regarding
every matter that endangers you - such as famine, a
plague, locusts and that which is similar to them - cry
out [to God] regarding them, and sound the trumpets.

2 And this directive is from the paths to repentance.
For when a trouble comes and they cry out about it -
sound [trumpets], everyone will know that it was
because of their own actions that this bad is being
brought to them. As it is stated (Jeremiah 5:25), "It is
your iniquities that have diverted you..." And this is
what will cause the community to remove the danger
from upon them.

3 But if they do not cry out and sound [trumpets], but
rather say, "What has happened to us is the way of
the world, and this trouble is random" — this is the
path of cruelty, and it causes them to cleave to their
actions which are destructive. And the troubles will
multiply. About this is it written in the Torah (Leviticus
26: 27-28), "If you will walk arbitrarily with Me, then |
will (also) walk arbitrarily with you, in fury.” That is to
say, "When | will bring upon you troubles - if you will
say that it is arbitrary, | will increase the fury of this
arbitrariness.”
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For Reflection:

While we may take the warnings of the Torah seriously, there are no prophets in our
days to tell us how we are acting in ways that are destructive.

On the one hand, we might wish we could know. On the other hand, we are now able
to choose, each day, every hour, to call out to God, and to increase acts of

encouragement and/or aid to others.

What have you already done? What more can you do?
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