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Exodus 12: 31-37

He summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Up, depart from among my
people, you and the Israelites with you! Go, worship the LORD as you said!

Take also your flocks and your herds, as you said, and begone! And may you bring
a blessing upon me also!”

The Egyptians urged the people on, impatient to have them leave the country, for
they said, “We shall all be dead.”

So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls
wrapped in their cloaks upon their shoulders.

The Israelites had done Moses’ bidding and borrowed from the Egyptians objects
of silver and gold, and clothing.

And the LORD had disposed the Egyptians favorably toward the people, and they
let them have their request; thus they stripped the Egyptians.
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Devarim 26:5-11

You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: “My father was a fugitive Aramean.
He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he became a great
and very populous nation.

The Egyptians dealt harshly with us and oppressed us; they imposed heavy labor upon us.

We cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our plea and saw our plight,
our misery, and our oppression.

The LORD freed us from Egypt by a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome power,
and by signs and portents.

He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.

Wherefore | now bring the first fruits of the soil which You, O LORD, have given me.” You shall
leave it before the LORD your God and bow low before the LORD your God.

And you shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the stranger in your midst, all the bounty that
the LORD your God has bestowed upon you and your household.

e The Impasse

God

Shmot 2: 23-25 A long time after that, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning under
the bondage and cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to God. God heard
their moaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. God
looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of them.

The Jewish People




Shmot 6: 9 But when Moses told this to the Israelites, they would not listen to Moses, their spirits
crushed by cruel bondage.
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Shmot 6: 12 But Moses appealed to the LORD, saying, “The Israelites would not listen to me; how
then should Pharaoh heed me, a man of impeded speech!”

Mei HaShiloach, Shmot 2: “Immediately as their cry rose up, salvation began. Till then they had
not any arousal to cry and to pray. But since God wanted to save them, He roused in them a cry
—and that is the beginning of redemption. For before God wants to save, one does not see ones
own lack, one is unaware of what one has not. But when god wants to save, He shows one the
root of ones lack so that one sees that all the complexity of one’s needs is rooted in this basic
lack. And he gives the power of prayer, of crying out to God. One begins to rage to God about
it...”

Moses

Shmot 4; 10-12 But Moses said to the LORD, “Please, O Lord, | have never been a man of words,
either in times past or now that You have spoken to Your servant; | am slow of speech and slow of
tongue.” And the LORD said to him, “Who gives man speech? Who makes him dumb or deaf,

seeing or blind? Is it not |, the LORD? Now go, and | will be with you as you speak and will instruct
you what to say.” But he said, “Please, O Lord, make someone else Your agent.”

Pharaoh

Shmot 7: 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is coming out to the water, and station yourself
before him at the edge of the Nile, taking with you the rod that turned into a snake.
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e Redemption...

Shmot 12:14-19 This day shall be to you one of remembrance: you shall celebrate it as a festival
to the LORD throughout the ages; you shall celebrate it as an institution for all time.

Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the very first day you shall remove leaven from
your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day to the seventh day, that person



shall be cut off from Israel. You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day, and a sacred
occasion on the seventh day; no work at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to
eat, that alone may be prepared for you. You shall observe the [Feast of] Unleavened Bread, for
on this very day | brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt; you shall observe this day
throughout the ages as an institution for all time. In the first month, from the fourteenth day of
the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at
evening. No leaven shall be found in your houses for seven days. For whoever eats what is
leavened, that person shall be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a
citizen of the country.

The deeper lesson is that having a sense of a future is a core element of being able
to leave something behind. The people are asked not just to leave slavery behind,
but to regard their departure, in live-time, as historically significant. The holiday of
Passover, we are told, is not just a memorial of past events, but is a way of being,
an act of trust, inaugurated by a people who still had yet to witness their
liberation. The holiday of liberation is, in its essence, a holiday not of completion,
but a holiday of hope in the midst of what is incomplete. (Zohar Atkins, Parshat Bo,
5780)
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Stories happen to people who
tell stories — Paul Aster

God made man because He loves
stories — Elie Wiesel







