Parashat Tzav — the Torah of drawing close

Vayikra 6:2
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Command Aaron and his sons thus: This is the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall
remain where it is burned upon the altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept going
onit.

Rav A.Y. Kook, On Sacrifice, from To the Perplexed of the Generation ch.10 p.72

So long as human morality sees it necessary, or at least right, to take animal life for its physical needs, it
is fitting that the more essential purpose of existence, which is to teach inner awareness of the
obligation to acknowledge the good God, come through the offering of animals. This practice will
continue during this time, and morality will rise to the point of revulsion with the flesh of any life. In
truth, it is proper that we be awakened to the aspect of judgement and the reality cruelty in the world
for a certain period in order that the human spirit not be degraded through the moral failings and
stumbling blocks which exist in society. “...the sinner who is one hundred years old shall be cursed.”
(Isaiah 65:20) Therefore the awakening which the offerings cause, at least in those involved in them, will
be to the need for judgement in the world. When the moral state of humanity is lifted up to that point
where there will no longer be any need for guarding it, then the Great Court which sits in the place
which God will choose (see Deuteronomy 12:5), will delve deep into the Torah over the question of
whether it is permissible at that point to sacrifice any animal to God when we have reached the point
that no one could will this at all because of their moral consciousness, as it says “...you shall slaughter it
so that it should be acceptable for you.” (Leviticus 22:29)

Sforno on Vayikra 6:2
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After the Torah had informed us about most of the sacrifices and how they were to be offered, the
Torah now refers to the specific “Torah” pertaining to each of these voluntary burnt offerings. We
pointed out already that different people who feel the need to offer this sacrifice are motivated by quite
different considerations. The variety of sacrificial offerings provided for by the Torah corresponds
roughly to the variety of human personalities and the considerations motivating their actions...



Jeremiah 7:21-23
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Thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt offerings to your other
sacrifices and eat the meat! For when | freed your fathers from the land of Egypt, I did not speak
with them or command them concerning burnt offerings or sacrifice. But this is what |
commanded them: Do My bidding, that | may be your God and you may be My people; walk
only in the way that I enjoin upon you, that it may go well with you.

Malachi 3:1-4

D’KDH alghs WWN ﬂ’ﬁl'ﬁ '[me D’W?JD anx~ WWN | ]W'Jfgj 1773’7 17& ND’ DND‘.'N ’AQ? EpNAEbl ’3&17?3 ﬂ’?W 337
207 109z M7 7R Wiy RT3 iR Tav 1 1Ki2 01NN Pk 1 IRy M RN R
AT O A3 N27W) SARTE A YR TR 1) 10291 22 0AK PR 7R3N 01 A9 NTun A%

IMTITR DAY D71 WD DY

Behold, I am sending My messenger to clear the way before Me, and the Lord whom you seek
shall come to His Temple suddenly. As for the angel of the covenant that you desire, he is
already coming. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can hold out when he
appears? For he is like a smelter’s fire and like fuller’s lye. He shall act like a smelter and purger
of silver; and he shall purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that
they shall present offerings in righteousness. Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem shall be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of yore and in the years of old.

Vayikra 8:2-3
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Take Aaron along with his sons, and the vestments, the anointing oil, the bull of sin offering, the two
rams, and the basket of unleavened bread; and assemble the whole community at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting.

Vayikra Rabba 10:9

,TVIN 70K NND 7 MNIK IR KiQD) D' 781 72 ATY7X 20 X, TN 70K N9 [7KR] 7070 nTYn 72 NI
DipN 7% D'YWD NNAN DA IRY): 0 K YR ADIRT ,N2INN NX VYN 2'TNNY Ninizan N TNX DT X7X
D'N2 0 79 0%ivn KM 72 N K7 73 XAy N, |77 Y72 JinT K70 79 N19n DTN DY7ivaY ania NN
N3N0 LYY P'TNDY NINIFAD A TOX DT X7X,D'AD IR MIX DX


/Genesis.1.9

“...and assemble the whole community at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.” R’ Elazar said: there
were 600,000 men who made up Israel, and you say that they all gathered at the entrance to the tent of
meeting?! Rather, this is one of the places where something small contained something very large. In a
similar fashion it says “Let the water below the sky be gathered into one area, that the dry land may
appear.” (Bereshot 1:9) The custom of the world is that one pours a full vessel into an empty one, is it
possible to pour a full vessel into one which is already full?! The whole world was covered with water
and it says ‘let the water be gathered...’ This is one of the places where something small contained
something very large.

BONUS SOURCE

Rav A.Y. Kook, from Olat Reiyah

“Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to God as in days of old and former years.”
An animal offered on the altar finds its ideal expression through being elevated as a sacrifice to God.
Since it lacks consciousness, it can only arrive at this elevation through an act which is done to it — the
offering of its blood and fat, which are the prime residence of the soul, on the altar. Not so a human
being, who with a discerning heart can conceptualize the act of sacrifice and draw near to God through
consciousness. But in the time to come, the outpouring of consciousness will be so profuse that it will
penetrate even to the animals, “They shall neither do evil nor destroy on all My holy mountain, for the
land shall be full of knowledge of the Lord as water covers the sea.45 Then the meal offering, made from
the vegetable world, will be pleasing to God as in days of old and former years.
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