
Parashat Tzav – the Torah of drawing close 

Vayikra 6:2 

ל־הַלַָ֨  חַ כָּ זְבֵַ֤ ה עַל־הַמִּ ה עַל֩ מוֹקְדָָּ֨ עֹלָָּ֡ וא הָּ ָ֣ ָ֑ה הִּ עֹלָּ ת הָּ את תּוֹרַַ֖ ֹֹ֥ ר ז ָ֣יו לֵאמֹֹ֔ נָּ ת־אַהֲרֹן֙ וְאֶת־בָּ ו אֶֶֽ חַ צַַ֤ זְבֵַ֖ שׁ הַמִּ קֶר וְאֵֹ֥ ה֙ עַד־הַבֹֹ֔ יְלָּ

וֹ׃  וּקַד בֶֽ  תֹּ֥

Command Aaron and his sons thus: This is the ritual of the burnt offering: The burnt offering itself shall 

remain where it is burned upon the altar all night until morning, while the fire on the altar is kept going 

on it. 

 

Rav A.Y. Kook, On Sacrifice, from To the Perplexed of the Generation ch.10 p.72  

So long as human morality sees it necessary, or at least right, to take animal life for its physical needs, it 

is fitting that the more essential purpose of existence, which is to teach inner awareness of the 

obligation to acknowledge the good God, come through the offering of animals. This practice will 

continue during this time, and morality will rise to the point of revulsion with the flesh of any life. In 

truth, it is proper that we be awakened to the aspect of judgement and the reality cruelty in the world 

for a certain period in order that the human spirit not be degraded through the moral failings and 

stumbling blocks which exist in society. “…the sinner who is one hundred years old shall be cursed.” 

(Isaiah 65:20) Therefore the awakening which the offerings cause, at least in those involved in them, will 

be to the need for judgement in the world. When the moral state of humanity is lifted up to that point 

where there will no longer be any need for guarding it, then the Great Court which sits in the place 

which God will choose (see Deuteronomy 12:5), will delve deep into the Torah over the question of 

whether it is permissible at that point to sacrifice any animal to God when we have reached the point 

that no one could will this at all because of their moral consciousness, as it says “…you shall slaughter it 

so that it should be acceptable for you.” (Leviticus 22:29) 

 

Sforno on Vayikra 6:2 

שר בה רמז זאת תורת העולה. אחר שהגיד מעשה הקרבנות אמר התורה הראויה לכל אחד ואחד, א צו את אהרן

חלק עיוני בהם. ואין ספק כי יש הבדל רב בין בני אל חי בפעולותיהם וכוונותיהם, דומה להבדל אשר בין מיני 

 …הקרבנות

After the Torah had informed us about most of the sacrifices and how they were to be offered, the 

Torah now refers to the specific “Torah” pertaining to each of these voluntary burnt offerings. We 

pointed out already that different people who feel the need to offer this sacrifice are motivated by quite 

different considerations. The variety of sacrificial offerings provided for by the Torah corresponds 

roughly to the variety of human personalities and the considerations motivating their actions… 

 

 

 

 



Jeremiah 7:21-23 

א־דִבַ   ָֹֽׂ י ל ר׃ כִִּ֠ וּ בָשָָֽׂ ם וְאִכְלֹּ֥ ֖ וּ עַל־זִבְחֵיכ  ם סְפֹּ֥ ַ֛ ל עֹלוֹתֵיכ  י יִשְרָאֵֵ֑ ר יְהוָֹּ֥ה צְבָא֖וֹת אֱלֹהֵֵ֣ ה אָמַַ֛ וֹם רְתִ כֹֹּ֥ ים בְיַ֛ א צִוִּיתִִ֔ ֵֹ֣ ם֙ וְל וֹתֵיכ  ת־אֲבָֽׂ י א 

יתִי אוֹ ז ה צִוִִּּ֨ ר הִַּ֠ ת־הַדָבֵָ֣ ם־א  י אִָֽׂ בַח׃ כִֵ֣ ה וָזָָֽׂ י עוֹלָ֖ יִם עַל־דִבְרֵֹּ֥ ץ מִצְרֵָ֑ ר  ֵ֣ ם מֵא  י[ אוֹתָ֖ יתִי הוציא ]הוֹצִיאִֹּ֥ י וְהָיִ  וּ בְקוֹלִִ֔ ם לֵאמֹר֙ שִמְעֵ֣ תָ 

הְי ם תִָֽׂ ֖ ים וְאַת  אלֹהִִ֔ ם֙ לֵָֽׂ ם׃ לָכ  ָֽׂ ב לָכ  עַן יִיטַֹּ֥ ם לְמַ֖ תְכ ִ֔ ֵ֣ה א  ר אֲצַוּ  ֵ֣ ך֙ אֲש  ר  ם בְכָל־הַד ֙ ם וַהֲלַכְת ֶּ֗ י לְעֵָ֑  וּ־לִֵ֣

Thus said the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt offerings to your other 

sacrifices and eat the meat! For when I freed your fathers from the land of Egypt, I did not speak 

with them or command them concerning burnt offerings or sacrifice. But this is what I 

commanded them: Do My bidding, that I may be your God and you may be My people; walk 

only in the way that I enjoin upon you, that it may go well with you. 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 

וֹא  ך לְפָנֵָ֑י וּפִתְאֹם֩ יָבִּ֨ ר  ֖ י וּפִנָה־ד  י שֹלֵחַ֙ מַלְאָכִִ֔ ם חֲפֵצִים֙ הִנְנִ  ר־אַת   ית אֲש  ך הַבְרִ֜ ים וּמַלְאִַּ֨ ם מְבַקְשִֶּ֗ ֵ֣ ר־אַת  וֹן ׀ אֲש  ל־הֵיכָל֜וֹ הָאָדֵ֣ א 

י־הוּא֙ כְאֵֵ֣  וֹ כִָֽׂ אוֹתֵ֑ ד בְהֵרָָֽׂ י הָעֹמֵ֖ וֹ וּמִֹּ֥ וֹם בוֹאִ֔ ת־יֵ֣ י מְכַלְכֵל֙ א  וֹת׃ וּמִ  ר יְהוָֹּ֥ה צְבָאָֽׂ א אָמַ֖ ית מְכַ הִנֵה־בִָ֔ ף וּכְבֹרִ֖ ב ש מְצָרִֵ֔ ים׃ וְיָשִַּ֨ בְסִָֽׂ

ה מַגִישֵֹּ֥  יהוִָ֔ ף וְהָיוּ֙ לַָֽׂ ס  ב וְכַכֵָ֑ ם כַזָהָ֖ ק אֹתִָ֔ י־לֵוִי֙ וְזִקֵַ֣ ת־בְנֵָֽׂ ר א  ף וְטִהַ  ס  ף וּמְטַהֵר֙ כ ִ֔ ה מְצָרֵ  ת יְהוּדָ֖ ה מִנְחַֹּ֥ יהוִָ֔ רְבָה֙ לַָֽׂ ה׃ וְעָָֽׂ ה בִצְדָקָָֽׂ י מִנְחָ֖

ים  ם וּכְשָנִ֖ י עוֹלִָ֔ םִ כִימֵֵ֣ וּשָלֵָ֑ וֹת׃ וִירָֽׂ  קַדְמֹנִיָֽׂ

Behold, I am sending My messenger to clear the way before Me, and the Lord whom you seek 

shall come to His Temple suddenly. As for the angel of the covenant that you desire, he is 

already coming. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can hold out when he 

appears? For he is like a smelter’s fire and like fuller’s lye. He shall act like a smelter and purger 

of silver; and he shall purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that 

they shall present offerings in righteousness. Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem shall be 

pleasing to the LORD as in the days of yore and in the years of old. 

 

Vayikra 8:2-3 

את וְאֵת֙ שְ  חַטֶָּ֗ ַ ר הָֽׂ ת ׀ פֵַ֣ ה וְאֵֵ֣ ן הַמִשְחֵָ֑ מ  ֵ֣ ת ש  ים וְאֵ֖ וֹ וְאֵת֙ הַבְגָדִִ֔ ת־בָנֵָ֣יו אִתִ֔ ת־אַהֲרֹן֙ וְא  ָֽׂ ח א  ת כָל־קַ  וֹת׃ וְאֵֹּ֥ ל הַמַצָֽׂ ת סַֹּ֥ ים וְאֵ֖ אֵילִִ֔ נֵֵ֣י הָָֽׂ

ד׃  ל מוֹעֵָֽׂ ה  תַח אֹֹּ֥ ֖ ל־פ  ל א  ה הַקְהֵֵ֑  הָעֵדָ֖

Take Aaron along with his sons, and the vestments, the anointing oil, the bull of sin offering, the two 

rams, and the basket of unleavened bread; and assemble the whole community at the entrance of the 

Tent of Meeting. 

 

Vayikra Rabba 10:9 

ה הַקְהֵל ]אל[ פֶתַח אֹהֶל  עֵדָּ בוֹא וְאַתְּ אוֹמֵר אֶל פֶתַח אֹהֶל מוֹעֵד, וְאֵת כָּל הָּ ים רִּ שִּ אֵל שִּׁ שְרָּ ל יִּ זָּר כָּ י אֶלְעָּ מַר רַבִּ מוֹעֵד, אָּ

הּ  ט אֶת הַמְרֻבֶה, דְכַוָּּתָּ יק מוּעָּ ן הַמְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁהֶחֱזִּ ד מִּ א זֶה אֶחָּ ווּ  :(בראשית א, ט)אֶלָּ קָּ תַּחַ יִּ ם מִּ קוֹם הַמַיִּ ם אֶל מָּ מַיִּ ת הַשָּ

לֵא י מָּ לֵא לְתוֹךְ כְלִּ י מָּ א כְלִּ ן, אוֹ שֶׁמָּ י רֵיקָּ לֵא לְתוֹךְ כְלִּ י מָּ ם מְפַנֶה כְלִּ דָּ ם אָּ עוֹלָּ ד, בְנֹהַג שֶׁבָּ ם אֶחָּ ם בְמַיִּ ם כֻלוֹ מַיִּ עוֹלָּ , הָּ

ן הַמְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁהֶ  ד מִּ א זֶה אֶחָּ ם, אֶלָּ ווּ הַמַיִּ קָּ ט הַמְרֻבֶהוְאַתְּ אוֹמֵר יִּ יק מֻעָּ  .חֱזִּ

/Genesis.1.9


 

“…and assemble the whole community at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.” R’ Elazar said: there 

were 600,000 men who made up Israel, and you say that they all gathered at the entrance to the tent of 

meeting?! Rather, this is one of the places where something small contained something very large. In a 

similar fashion it says “Let the water below the sky be gathered into one area, that the dry land may 

appear.” (Bereshot 1:9) The custom of the world is that one pours a full vessel into an empty one, is it 

possible to pour a full vessel into one which is already full?! The whole world was covered with water 

and it says ‘let the water be gathered…’ This is one of the places where something small contained 

something very large. 

 

 

BONUS SOURCE 

Rav A.Y. Kook, from Olat Reiyah 

“Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to God as in days of old and former years.” 

An animal offered on the altar finds its ideal expression through being elevated as a sacrifice to God. 

Since it lacks consciousness, it can only arrive at this elevation through an act which is done to it – the 

offering of its blood and fat, which are the prime residence of the soul, on the altar. Not so a human 

being, who with a discerning heart can conceptualize the act of sacrifice and draw near to God through 

consciousness. But in the time to come, the outpouring of consciousness will be so profuse that it will 

penetrate even to the animals, “They shall neither do evil nor destroy on all My holy mountain, for the 

land shall be full of knowledge of the Lord as water covers the sea.45 Then the meal offering, made from 

the vegetable world, will be pleasing to God as in days of old and former years.  

חיים, הקרבים למזבח, חל בהם עצמם וערבה לד' מנחת יהודה וירושלים כימי עולם וכשנים קדמוניות. בעלי ה

אם במעשה הנעשה -התקון ע"י התעלותם להיות זבח לד', שכיון שאין בהם דעת אינם מגיעים להתעלות זו  כי

בהם בהעלות לד' דמם וחלבם, שהם עיקר מכון הנפש. משא"כ האדם, אשר בלבו המבין ישכיל את מעשה הקרבן 

החיים, "לא ירעו ולא ישחיתו בכל -הדעת יתפשט ויחדר אפילו בבעלי ויתקרב אל ד' בדעתו. אבל לעתיד לבא שפע

הר  קדשי, כי מלאה הארץ דעה את ד'", וההקרבה שתהיה אז של מנחה, מהצומח, תערב לד' כימי עולם וכשנים 

   .קדמוניות

 

 


