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How Did the Temple Mount Become Sacred?

Section I. “Hamakom”

a. The Akeida
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Early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac.
... and he set out for the place of which God had told him. *On the third day Abraham looked up and
saw the place from afar... °They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham built an
altar there; he laid out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar... Abraham looked
up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram
and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. And Abraham named that place Adonai-
yireh, whence the present saying, “On the mount of the Lord there is vision.”

b. Jacob’s Dream
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He came upon a certain place and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of
the stones of that place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. *He had a dream; a
stairway was set on the ground and its top reached to the sky, and angels of God were going up and
down on it... ®Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is present in this place, and |
did not know it!” Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the abode
of God, and that is the gateway to heaven.” Early in the morning, Jacob took the stone that he had
put under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 2®He named that site
Bethel (House of God); but previously the name of the city had been Luz.

c. The altar (after the Ten Commandments)
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ZIMake for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your sacrifices of well-
being, your sheep and your oxen; in every place where | cause My name to be mentioned | will come
to you and bless you.
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d. Devarim/Deuteronomy — over 25 references to the site of the Temple as 'n 1N WYX DipAN

d1. Centralized worship
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Deut 12. Destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess worshiped their gods,
whether on lofty mountains and on hills or under any luxuriant tree... Tear down their altars, smash
their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images of their gods, obliterating
their name from that site. Do not worship the Lord your God in like manner, Sbut look only to the
place that the Lord your God will choose amidst all your tribes as His habitation, to establish His
name there. There you are to go and bring your burnt offerings and other sacrifices... Together with
your households, you shall feast there before the Lord your God, happy in all the undertakings in
which the Lord your God has blessed you... to the place where the Lord your God will choose to
establish His name ... Take care not to sacrifice your burnt offerings in any place you like, **but only
in the place that the Lord will choose ...

d2. Festivals, pilgrimage, and caring for the needy
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Deut 16. At the place where the Lord your God will choose to establish His name, there alone shall
you slaughter the passover sacrifice, in the evening, at sundown, the time of day when you departed
from Egypt. ’You shall cook and eat it at the place that the Lord your God will choose; and in the
morning you may start back on your journey home... °You shall count off seven weeks... the Feast of
Weeks ...You shall rejoice before the Lord your God with your son and daughter, your male and
female slave, the Levite in your communities, and the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow in your
midst, at the place where the Lord your God will choose to establish His name... **Three times a
year—on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, on the Feast of Weeks, and on the Feast of Booths—all
your males shall appear before the Lord your God in the place that He will choose.

d3. The Supreme Court/”Sanhedrin”
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8If a case is too baffling for you to decide, homicide, civil law, or assault—matters of dispute in your

courts—you shall promptly repair to the place that the Lord your God will have chosen, ®and appear
before the levitical priests, or the magistrate in charge at the time, and present your problem. When
they have announced to you the verdict in the case, you shall carry out the verdict that is announced
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to you from that place that the Lord chose, observing scrupulously all their instructions to you. You
shall act in accordance with the instructions given you you must not deviate from the verdict neither
to the right nor to the left.

e. Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer ch.31 (8-9 Cent)

['P? 1I2MPNY NATAN D' RINENATAN RIN DT 12 IAR1ENATAN 1'AR DNNAN? 02N NN YINND,ININ (IR 1
NIN NATAN MK DNIAN DY |21 K7K N2 27D '8 DT DNNAR DY |21 'IW 1121 N 12PN NATAN KINT2a0n1
. DIIYNRIN 12 12pnY NATAN

Rabbi Simeon said: The Holy One, blessed be He, pointed out the altar with a finger to Abraham our
father, and said to him: This is the altar. That was the altar whereon Cain and Abel sacrificed; it was
the same altar whereon Noah and his sons sacrificed, as it is said, "And Abraham built the altar
there" (Gen. 22:9). "And Abraham built an altar there" is not written here, but "And Abraham built
the altar there." That was the altar whereon the first ones (of old) had sacrificed.

f. Rambam. Hilchot Beit Habechira ch.2
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The altar is placed extremely precisely and may never ever be placed anywhere else as it says "This is
the Altar for the offerings of Israel." And it was in the temple that Isaac was bound as it says "and go
to the land of Moriah" and it says "Solomon built the temple on Mt. Moriah."
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And it is a tradition accepted by all, that the place where David and Solomon built the altar at the
threshing floor of Arauna was the place that Abraham built the altar and bound Isaac upon it, and
that was the place that Noah built upon when he left the ark, and that was the altar upon which Kain
and Abel sacrificed, and upon which Adam the First sacrificed when he was created. And from there
was born the saying of the sages that "Man was created from the place of his atonement."
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Section Il. Why did David Decide to Build the Temple in Jerusalem?

1. 2Samuelch.5

3All the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King
David made a pact with them in Hebron before the Lord. And
they anointed David king over Israel.

“David was thirty years old when he became king, and he
reigned forty years. °In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel
and Judah thirty-three years.

6The king and his men set out for Jerusalem against the
Jebusites who inhabited the region. David was told, “You will
never get in here! Even the blind and the lame will turn you
back.” 7But David captured the stronghold of Zion; it is now the
City of David. °David occupied the stronghold and renamed it
the City of David; David also fortified the surrounding area,
from the Millo inward.

Ch.7

When the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had
granted him safety from all the enemies around him, the king
said to the prophet Nathan: “Here | am dwelling in a house of
cedar, while the Ark of the Lord abides in a tent!” 3Nathan said
to the king, “Go and do whatever you have in mind, for the Lord
is with you.”

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: *“Go
and say to My servant David: Thus said the Lord: Are you the
one to build a house for Me to dwell in? 8From the day that |
brought the people of Israel out of Egypt to this day | have not
dwelt in a house, but have moved about in Tent and
Tabernacle. As | moved about wherever the Israelites went,
did | ever reproach any of the tribal leaders whom | appointed
to care for My people Israel: Why have you not built Me a
house of cedar?

8“Further, say thus to My servant David: Thus said the Lord of
Hosts: | took you from the pasture, from following the flock, to
be ruler of My people Israel, %and | have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut down all your enemies before
you. Moreover, | will give you great renown like that of the
greatest men on earth. 1% will establish a home for My people
Israel and will plant them firm, so that they shall dwell secure
and shall tremble no more. Evil men shall not oppress them any
more as in the past, ever since | appointed chieftains over My
people Israel. | will give you safety from all your enemies.

“The Lord declares to you that He, the Lord, will establish a
house for you. *When your days are done and you lie with
your fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you, one of your
own issue, and | will establish his kingship. **He shall build a
house for My name, and | will establish his royal throne
forever. ¥l will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to Me.
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When he does wrong, | will chastise him with the rod of men
and the affliction of mortals; **but | will never withdraw My
favor from him as | withdrew it from Saul, whom | removed to
make room for you. ¢Your house and your kingship shall ever
be secure before you; your throne shall be established forever.”

3. | Chronicles ch.22

David said to Solomon, “My son, | wanted to build a House for
the name of the Lord my God. 8But the word of the Lord came
to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and fought great
battles; you shall not build a House for My name for you have
shed much blood on the earth in My sight. °But you will have a
son who will be a man at rest, for | will give him rest from all his
enemies on all sides; Solomon will be his name and | shall
confer peace and quiet on Israel in his time. °He will build a
House for My name; he shall be a son to Me and | to him a
father, and | will establish his throne of kingship over Israel
forever.’ *!Now, my son, may the Lord be with you, and may
you succeed in building the House of the Lord your God as He
promised you would.

4. 2 Samuel ch.24

The anger of the Lord again flared up against Israel; and He
incited David against them, saying, “Go and number Israel and
Judah.” 2The king said to Joab, his army commander, “Make the
rounds of all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, and
take a census of the people, so that | may know the size of the
population.” 3Joab answered the king, “May the Lord your God
increase the number of the people a hundredfold, while your
own eyes see it! But why should my lord king want

this?” *However, the king’s command to Joab and to the
officers of the army remained firm; and Joab and the officers of
the army set out, at the instance of the king, to take a census of
the people of Israel.

SThey crossed the Jordan and encamped at Aroer, on the right
side of the town, which is in the middle of the wadi of Gad, and
[went on] to Jazer. 6They continued to Gilead and to the region
of Tahtim-hodshi, and they came to Dan-jaan and around to
Sidon. “They went onto the fortress of Tyre and all the towns of
the Hivites and Canaanites, and finished at Beer-sheba in
southern Judah. 8They traversed the whole country, and then
they came back to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and
twenty days. ®Joab reported to the king the number of the
people that had been recorded: in Israel there were 800,000
soldiers ready to draw the sword, and the men of Judah
numbered 500,000.

10But afterward David reproached himself for having numbered
the people. And David said to the Lord, “I have sinned
grievously in what | have done. Please, O Lord, remit the guilt of
Your servant, for | have acted foolishly.” *'When David rose in
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the morning, the word of the Lord had come to the prophet
Gad, David’s seer: 12“Go and tell David, ‘Thus said the Lord: |
hold three things over you; choose one of them, and | will bring
it upon you.”” 3Gad came to David and told him; he asked,
“Shall a seven-year famine come upon you in the land, or shall
you be in flight from your adversaries for three months while
they pursue you, or shall there be three days of pestilence in
your land? Now consider carefully what reply | shall take back
to Him who sent me.” ¥*David said to Gad, “l am in great
distress. Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for His
compassion is great; and let me not fall into the hands of men.”
5The Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel from morning until the
set time; and 70,000 of the people died, from Dan to Beer-
sheba. ®But when the angel extended his hand against
Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord renounced further punishment
and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “Enough!
Stay your hand!” The angel of the Lord was then by the
threshing floor of Aravnah the Jebusite. ?When David saw the
angel who was striking down the people, he said to the Lord, “I
alone am guilty, | alone have done wrong; but these poor
sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand fall upon me and
my father’s house!”

18Gad came to David the same day and said to him, “Go and set
up an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Aravnah the
Jebusite.” ¥David went up, following Gad’s instructions, as the
Lord had commanded. Aravnah looked out and saw the king
and his courtiers approaching him. So Aravnah went out and
bowed low to the king, with his face to the ground. 2*And
Aravnah asked, “Why has my lord the king come to his
servant?” David replied, “To buy the threshing floor from you,
that | may build an altar to the Lord and that the plague against
the people may be checked.” 22And Aravnah said to David, “Let
my lord the king take it and offer up whatever he sees fit. Here
are oxen for a burnt offering, and the threshing boards and the
gear of the oxen for wood. 2All this, O king, Aravnah gives to
Your Majesty. And may the Lord your God,” Aravnah added,
“respond to you with favor!”

24But the king replied to Aravnah, “No, | will buy them from you
at a price. | cannot sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings
that have cost me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor
and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 2And David built there
an altar to the Lord and sacrificed burnt offerings and offerings
of well-being. The Lord responded to the plea for the land, and
the plague against Israel was checked.
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