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Glimpses of God. Is God in the Temple?

1. Tehillim/Psalm 132

Lord, remember David all his afflictions;

2How he swore to the Lord, vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:
3“Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house,

Or go up to the comfort of my bed;

41 will not give sleep to my eyes nor slumber to my eyelids,
>Until | find a place for the Lord,

A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; found it in the Sdeh Yaar.
7 Let us go into His tabernacle;

Let us worship at His footstool.

8 Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength.
9Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness,

And let Your saints shout for joy.

0 For Your servant David’s sake,

Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed.

1The Lord has sworn in truth to David;

He will not turn from it:

“I will set upon your throne the fruit of your body.

21f your sons will keep My covenant

And My testimony which | shall teach them,

Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forevermore.”

3 For the Lord has chosen Zion;

He has desired it for His dwelling place:

14 “This is My resting place forever;

Here | will dwell, for | have desired it.”

2. Solomon Dedicates the Temple. | Kings ch.8

Solomon convoked the elders of Israel—all the heads of the tribes and
the ancestral chieftains of the Israelites—before King Solomon in
Jerusalem, to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord from the
City of David, that is, Zion...

The priests brought the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant to its place
underneath the wings of the cherubim, in the Shrine of the House, in
the Holy of Holies...

O\When the priests came out of the sanctuary—for the cloud had filled
the House of the Lord *and the priests were not able to remain and
perform the service because of the cloud, for the Presence of the
Lord filled the House of the Lord

3. Moses dedicates the Mishkan — Shemot ch.40

When Moses had finished the work, 3*the cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and the Presence of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. 3*Moses
could not enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud had settled
upon it and the Presence of the Lord filled the Tabernacle.

Lev 1:1 The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of
Meeting
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4. God'’s presence at Mt. Sinai — Shemot ch.24

Moses ascended the mountain, the cloud covered the

mountain. **The Presence of the Lord abode on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it for six days.

On the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud.

5. Solomon’s Prayer at the Temple Inauguration (ibid)

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of
the whole community of Israel; he spread the palms of his hands
toward heaven...

27“gut will God really dwell on earth? Even the heavens to their
uttermost reaches cannot contain You, how much less this House that
| have built! 2Yet turn, O Lord my God, to the prayer and supplication
of Your servant,and hear the cry and prayer which Your servant offers
before You this day. 2?May Your eyes be open day and night toward
this House, toward the place of which You have said, ‘My name shall
abide there’; may You hear the prayers which Your servant will offer
toward this place. 3°And when You hear the supplications which Your
servant and Your people Israel offer toward this place, give heed in
Your heavenly abode—give heed and pardon.

31Whenever one man commits an offense against another, and the
latter utters an imprecation to bring a curse upon him, and comes
with his imprecation before Your altar in this House, 32oh, hear in
heaven and take action to judge Your servants, condemning him who
is in the wrong and bringing down the punishment of his conduct on
his head, vindicating him who is in the right by rewarding him
according to his righteousness.

3“Should Your people Israel be routed by an enemy because they
have sinned against You, and then turn back to You and acknowledge
Your name, and they offer prayer and supplication to You in this
House, **oh, hear in heaven and pardon the sin of Your people Israel,
and restore them to the land that You gave to their fathers.

$5“Should the heavens be shut up and there be no rain, because they
have sinned against You, and then they pray toward this place and
acknowledge Your name and repent of their sins, when You answer
them, 3%oh, hear in heaven and pardon the sin of Your servants, Your
people Israel, after You have shown them the proper way in which
they are to walk; and send down rain upon the land which You gave to
Your people as their heritage.

3750, too, if there is a famine in the land, if there is pestilence, blight,
mildew, locusts or caterpillars, or if an enemy oppresses them in any
of the settlements of the land.

“In any plague and in any disease, 3in any prayer or supplication
offered by any person among all Your people Israel—each of whom
knows his own affliction—when he spreads his palms toward this
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House, *oh, hear in Your heavenly abode, and pardon and take
action! Render to each man according to his ways as You know his

heart to be—for You alone know the hearts of all men

6. Talmud Brachot 30a

If one is standing outside of Israel, a person should focus
one's mind (yechaven libo) towards Eretz Yisrael, as it says,
“And pray unto You towards their land” (Melakhim |
8:48).

If he stands in Eretz Yisrael, he should focus his mind
towards Yerushalayim, as it says, “And they pray unto the
Lord, toward the city which You have chosen” (ibid. 44).
If he is standing in Yerushalayim, he should focus his mind
towards the Beit Ha-Mikdash, as it says, “If they pray
toward this house” (Divrei Ha-Yamim |1 6:26).

If he is standing in the Beit Ha-Mikdash, he should focus his
mind towards the Holy of Holies, as it says, “If they pray
toward this place” (Melakhim | 8:35).

... Consequently, if he is in the east, he should turn his face
to the west; if in the west, he should turn his face to the
east; if in the south, he should turn his face to the north; if
in the north, he should turn his face to the south. In this
way, all Israel will be turning their hearts towards one
place.

R. Avin and others say R. Avina said: What is the meaning
of the verse (Shir Ha-Shirim 4:4), “Your neck is as the tower
of David, built like Talpiot?” — It means a hill towards
which all mouths turn. (Berakhot 30a)

7. Psalm 24 (Sunday)

The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness,
The world and those who dwell therein.
2For He has founded it upon the seas,

And established it upon the waters.

3Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?
Who may stand in His holy place?

“He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.

®He shall receive blessing from the Lord,

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him,
Who seek Your face. Selah
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7 Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting
doors! And the King of glory shall come in.

8Who is this King of glory?

The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors!
And the King of glory shall come in.

' Who is this King of glory?

The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah

8. Psalm 48 (Monday)

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised

In the city of our God, In His holy mountain.

2Beautiful to sight, The joy of the whole earth,

Mount Zion on the nrthern side, The city of the great King.
3God is in her palaces; He is known as her refuge.

4For behold, the kings assembled, They passed by together.
5They saw it, and so they marveled; They trembled, they hastened
away.

Fear took hold of them there, And pain, as of a woman in birth
pangs,

7 You break the ships of Tarshish With an east wind.

8 As we have heard, So we have seen

In the city of the Lord of hosts, In the city of our God:

God will establish it forever. Selah

9We have thought, O God, on Your lovingkindness,

In the midst of Your temple.

10 According to Your name, O God, So is Your praise to the ends of the
earth; Your right hand is full of righteousness.

1 et Mount Zion rejoice, Let the daughters of Judah be glad,
Because of Your judgments.

12\Walk about Zion, And go all around her. Count her towers;

13 Mark well her bulwarks; Consider her palaces;

That you may tell it to the generation following.

14 For this is God, Our God forever and ever; He will be our guide
Even to death.

9. Isaiah 6
In the year that King Uzziah died, | beheld my Lord seated on a high

and lofty throne; and the skirts of His robe filled the Temple. 2Seraphs
stood in attendance on Him. Each of them had six wings: with two he
covered his face, with two he covered his legs, and with two he would
fly.

3And one would call to the other,

“Holy, holy, holy!

The Lord of Hosts!

His presence fills all the earth!”

“The doorposts would shake at the sound of the one who called, and
the House kept filling with smoke.
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10.Ezekiel ch.10-11. God leaves the Temple

Now the cherubs were standing on the south side of the House when
the man entered, and the cloud filled the inner court. *But when the
Presence of the Lord moved from the cherubs to the platform of the
House, the House was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled
with the radiance of the Presence of the Lord. 5The sound of the
cherubs’ wings could be heard as far as the outer court, like the voice
of El Shaddai when He speaks.

... ®Then the Presence of the Lord left the platform of the House and
stopped above the cherubs. **And | saw the cherubs lift their wings
and rise from the earth, with the wheels beside them as they
departed; and they stopped at the entrance of the eastern gate of the
House of the Lord, with the Presence of the God of Israel above them.

Ch.11

22Then the cherubs, with the wheels beside them, lifted their wings,
while the Presence of the God of Israel rested above them. ZThe
Presence of the Lord ascended from the midst of the city and stood on
the hill east of the city. 2*A spirit carried me away and brought me in a
vision by the spirit of God to the exile community in Chaldea.

11. Tractate Rosh Hashanna 31b
R. Judah b. Idi said in the name of R. Johanan: The Divine Presence [so

to speak] left Israel by ten stages — this we know from references in
Scripture — and the Sanhedrin correspondingly wandered to ten places
of banishment — this we know from tradition. ‘The Divine Presence left
Israel by ten stages — this we know from references in Scripture’: [it
went] from the Ark-cover to the Cherub and from the Cherub to the
threshold [of the Holy of Holies], and from the threshold to the court,
and from the court to the altar, and from the altar to the roof [of the
Temple], and from the roof to the wall, and from the wall to the town,
and from the town to the mountain, and from the mountain to the
wilderness, and from the wilderness it ascended and abode in its own
place, as it says, | will go and return to my place.
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