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1) Leviticus — Chapter 19, verse 2
Speak to the whole congregation of Israel and say to them: You
shall be holy because I, YHWH your G-d, am Holy.

Nachmanides (loc cit)

Be holy - ... In the opinion, the abstention referred to here is not
to separate oneself from those who are sexually prohibited to
him, as the rabbi [Rashi] said. Rather it refers to the abstention
which is mentioned in numerous places in the Talmud, which
confers upon those who master it the title “Perushim.” And the
explanation of the matter is as follows: Although the Torah has
prohibited a whole range of sexual relationships and categories
of foods, it nevertheless, permits sexual relations with one’s
spouse and eating meat and wine. Hence a person filled with
desire can find an opportunity to be steeped in lewdness - with
his wife or many wives, to be among the drunkards from wine
and the gluttons of meat, and to speak freely all types of
vulgarity, for the Torah never prohibited any of these behaviors;
and thus this person will be a “scoundrel with the permission of
the Torah.” Therefore, Scripture, after listing specific
prohibitions which are categorically prohibited, gives a general
prohibition that we should abstain from excesses. One should
minimize his sexual intimacy...one should sanctify himself by
limiting his intake of wine...one should separate from ritual
defilement...and one should guard his mouth and tongue from
self-pollution that is a result of overindulgence in eating and
vulgar speech....Essentially, Scripture is adjuring us to be clean
and pure and abstain from the masses of people who dirty
themselves by excesses and ugly matters.
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2) Ibid — verse 3
A man should be in awe of his mother and father and guard my
Sabbaths — I am YHWH.

Bava Metzia (32a)

The Rabbis taught: From where do we know that if one’s father
said to him “defile yourself” or “don’t return” [a lost object] — that
he should not obey him? It is written: ““A man shall be in awe of
his mother and father and observe my Sabbaths” (lbid) - all of
you are obligated to honor Me.

Yevamot (5b)

It was taught in a baraita: One might think that honoring one’s
parents overrides Sabbath observance — therefore Scripture says:
“A man shall be in awe of his mother and father and observe my
Sabbaths“ (Leviticus 19:2) — all of you are obligated to honor Me.
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Kidushin (32a)

It was taught in a baraita: If [one saw] his father transgressing
words of Torah, he should not say to him: “You transgressed
words of Torah”. Rather he should say: “Father, there is written in
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3) Ibid — verse 11
Do not steal; do not deny; do not lie to your fellow.

Bava Metzia (61b)

Why did the Torah need to write “Do not steal?” — To teach
that which is stated in a baraita: “Do not steal” — even for the
purpose of just irritating someone; “do not steal” — even if you
intend to pay them back double.

Maimonides — Mishneh Torah

Laws of Attributes, Chapter 2, Halakha 6

It is forbidden for someone to conduct himself with “smooth”
and seductive speech. There should not be a discrepancy
between one’s heart and mouth. Rather his inside should
correlate to his outside, so that what is in his heart should be
the same as that which is in his mouth. It is forbidden to
deceive people, even gentiles. For example, one should not
sell to a gentile meat or shoes from a dead animal instead of
meat or shoes from a ritually slaughtered animal; nor should
one urge his friend to dine with him, knowing that we will
refuse; nor increase gifts to him, knowing that he will not
accept; nor open barrels of wine for him, which he needs to
open to sell, in order to flatter the latter, that he did so for in
his honor. And even one word of flattery or deceit is
forbidden. Rather one should have true speech, upright spirit
and a pure heart.

Ibid — Laws of Sales, Chapter 18, Halakha 1

It is forbidden to cheat people in business transactions or to
deceive them. In this matter, the law is the same towards Jews
and Gentiles. If a seller knows that his product is defective, he
must inform the buyer. Even deception in words is prohibited.
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4) Ibid — verse 14
and you shall fear your G-d, | am YHWH

Sifra (Kedoshim, Parsha 2)

Do not curse the deaf; do not place an obstacle before the blind;

“Do not place an obstacle before the blind” — before one who is
blind in the matter... If one comes to you for advice, don’t give
him advice which is inappropriate. Don’t say to him: “Go out early
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in the morning”, in order that robbers should cut him down. Or
“go out in the afternoon”, in order that he faint from heat
exhaustion. Don’t say to him: “Sell your field and buy a mule” —
and then you circumvent him and take it from him. Perhaps you
will say: “I gave him good advice”! Behold, the matter is given
over to the heart, as it is said “And you should fear your G-d, | am
YHWH”.

Bava Metzia (75b)

Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav: Anyone who has money and
lends it without witnesses transgresses the verse “And you shall
not place an obstacle before the blind”.

Rashi (loc cit) — because it enters the mind of the borrower to
deny.
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5) Ibid — verse 15

Do not act perversely in judgment; do not show favor to the
poor; do not show honor to a notable; with righteousness you
should judge your fellow.

Sifra (loc cit)

(2) Do not show favor to the poor — Do not say: Since this one is
poor and | and this rich one are obligated to support him, | will
acquit him and he will thereby be supported “cleanly.”
Therefore it is stated: “Do not show favor to the poor.” (3) Do
not show favor to the notable — Do not say that since this one is
rich, the son of notables, | will not embarrass him and witness
his shame....Therefore, it is stated: Do not show honor to a
notable. (4) With righteousness you should judge your fellow —
It should not happen that one present his case fully, while the
other cuts it short; that one stands, while the other sits...(5) do
not gossip — do not speak softly to one and harshly to the
other....
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6) Ibid — verse 16

Do not gossip among your people; do not stand on the blood
of your fellow; | am YHWH.

Sifra — loc.cit

“Do not gossip among your people” - .... Do not be as a peddler
(rochel) who loads up his words and goes. (6) R. Nehemia said:
From where do we know that when one of the judges
leaves the court, he should not say: | acquitted whereas my
colleagues convicted — but what can | do since they are the
majority?! Therefore it is said: “Do not gossip among your
people”.

Maimonides (Ibid) — Laws of Attributes, Chapter 7

1- One who “spies out” his friend transgresses a prohibition, as
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it is said: “Do not go around gossiping among your people”
Although there are no lashes for this matter — it is a grave sin,
which can cause the death of many people in Israel. Therefore,
it is juxtaposed to “Do not stand by the blood of your brother”
— Go and learn what happened to Doeg, the Edomite (Samuel
I, 22:9-22).

2 — What is a gossip? One who “loads up” words/matters and
goes from one to the other and says: This is what so-and-so
said; this is what | have heard about so-and-so. Even if what he
says is true — he is destroying the world! There is an even
greater sin than this, included in this prohibition, and that is
lashon hara e.g. speaking disparagingly about someone even if
it is true. But one who speaks lies is called motzi shem ra
regarding his friend. But the master of lashon hara is one who
sits and says: Thus did so-and-so do; thus were his ancestors;
thus have | heard about him. And he says words of disgrace.

Sanhedrin (73a)

[It was taught in a baraita]: From where do we derive that if
one sees his friend drowning in the river, being dragged away
by a beast or attacked by robbers, that he is obligated to save
him?! Hence it is written: “Do not stand by the blood of your
fellow.”

Sotah (21b)

[Rabbi Yehoshua] used to say: A pious fool. What is an
example of a pious fool? — If a woman were drowning in a
river, and one says: It is improper/immodest for me to stare at
her and save her. [Hence the Torah said: “Do not stand by the
blood of your fellow”.]
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7) Ibid — verse 17

Do not hate your brother in your heart; surely rebuke your
fellow and do not bear a sin upon him

Sefer HaChinukh (Mitzvah 238)

[The mitzvah is] that we should not hate any Jew in our
heart...But if one shows him hatred — he is not
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transgressing this prohibition...Nevertheless, covert hatred
is more pernicious than overt hatred, and the Torah is very
careful to guard against it...It is known that covert hatred is
the cause of great harm among people, leading to
incessant bloodshed between brothers and friends. It is
the cause of all betrayal and intrigue among people...but
regarding wicked people, there is no prohibition of hating.
Rather it is a mitzvah to hate them after we have rebuked
them many times for their sins, and they refuse to repent,
as it is said: “Behold YHWH, those that hate You — | hate;
and those that strive with You — | will quarrel with” (Psalms
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139:21).

Maimonides (Ibid)— Laws of Attributes, Chapter 6

6 - When one sins against another, he [the victim] should
not hate him and be silent, as it is said regarding the
wicked: “And Absalom did not speak to Amnon at all,
whether bad or good, for Absalom hated Amnon” (Samuel
Il, 13:22). Rather it is a mitzvah to inform him and say:
“Why did you do thus and thus to me? Why did you sin
against me in that matter?” as it is said: “You shall surely
rebuke for fellow”. If he repents and asks for forgiveness —
then he should be forgiving. And the forgiver should not be
cruel, as it is said: “And Abraham prayed to G-d” (Genesis
20:17).

7 - If one sees his friend sinning or going on a path that is
not good, it is a mitzva to restore him to the good and to
inform him that he is sinning against himself by his evil
deeds.One who rebukes his friend, whether regarding
interpersonal matters or matters related to G-d, should
rebuke him privately. He should address him calmly and
softly and inform him that he is telling him these things for
his own well-being. If he accepted-good; if not, he should
rebuke him a second and third time. And he should
continue to rebuke until the sinner strikes him and says: |
will not listen. Whoever is able to protest and does not do
so - is “grabbed” by their sin since he could have protested
to them.

8 - When one rebukes his fellow, he should not speak
harshly to him, at first, thereby shaming him as it is written
“You shall not bear a sin on his account”... | might think
that one should rebuke until his face changes color?
Therefore it is written “You shall not bear a sin...” ...This
applies to matters of interpersonal relations. However
regarding “religious” obligations, if he does not repent in
private, he should be publicly shamed...he should be
cursed and disgraced until he returns to the proper path
just as all the prophets did in Israel.
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8) Ibid — verse 18

Do not take revenge nor bear a grudge against the people of
your nation; you should love your fellow as yourself; |

YHWH.
Sifra (loc cit)

Do not take revenge — How far does revenge go ? — [i.e] If one
said to another: Lend me your scythe, and he refuses; on the
following day, the latter says to the former: Lend me your axe,
and the former replies: | will not lend it to you, just as you did
not lend me your scythe. Hence it is written: “do not take
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revenge.” Do not bear a grudge - ...If one said to another: Lend
me your axe and he refuses; on the following day, the latter
says to the former: Lend me your scythe and he replies: Take it
—lam not like you, as you refused to lend me your axe. Hence it
is written: “Do not bear a grudge.”

Jerusalem Talmud — Vows (Chapter 9, Halakha 4)

It is written: “Do not take revenge...” — What is this analogous
to? If one was cutting something and the knife slipped and went
into his hand, would the [wounded] hand go back and cut the
other hand?!

Sefer HaChinukh — Mitzvah 241

....0ne should realize and set to heart that whatever happens to
him, whether good or bad, is orchestrated by G-d. There is
nothing that happens independent of the will of G-d. Therefore,
if someone distresses or pains him, he should realize that his
(the victim’s) sins caused this and that decreed this upon him.
Hence he should not have thoughts of revenge — because the
perpetrator is not the real cause of what happened; rather it is
[the victim’s] sins. Furthermore, there is great benefit that
results from this mitzvah — it eliminates strife and enmity from
the hearts of men. And when there is peace between people, G-
d will act peacefully towards them.

Ibid — Miztvah 243

[This mitzvah is] to love every Jew fully — that is to say, that we
should have concern for a Jew and his property in the same
manner that one is concerned for his own person and property,
as it is said: “Love your fellow as yourself”. And the Rabbis have
said (Shabbat 31a): Whatever is hated to you — do not do to
your fellow. And they said in the Sifra: R. Akiva said: This is a
major principle of the Torah, that is to say that there are many
mitzvot in the Torah that are a derivative of this . If one loves
his fellow as himself, he will not steal his money, have an affair
with his wife, will not oppress him financially or with words, will
not encroach on his property, and will not harm him in any
way...one should conduct himself toward his fellow as he acts
towards himself, to watch his posssessions and remove any
harm from them. If he says anything about his fellow, he should
speak his praise and be concerned with his dignity and not
honor himself at the expense of his fellow’s shame.
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