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Lesson #4 — The Naming of Isaac and Ishmael

It is generally understood that the sons of Sarah and Abraham have names which have
etymologies found in our Torah. An interesting note is that there is more than one source

for each of the names.

l. Isaac — in Hebrew, PNX?

Genesis 18:10-15 (J)

10. Then one said, “l will return to you next
year, and your wife Sarah shall have a son!”
Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent,
which was behind him. 11. Now Abraham and
Sarah were old, advanced in years; Sarah had
stopped having the periods of women. 12. And
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “Now that |
am withered, am | to have enjoyment—with
my husband so old?” 13. Then the Lord said to
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall |
in truth bear a child, old as | am? 14. Is
anything too wondrous for the Lord? | will
return to you at the time next year, and Sarah
shall have a son.” 15. Sarah lied, saying, “I did
not laugh,” for she was frightened. But He
replied, “You did laugh.”
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Genesis 21:3-6 (E)

3. Abraham gave his newborn son, whom Sarah
had borne him, the name of Isaac. 4. And when
his son lIsaac was eight days old, Abraham
circumcised him, as God had commanded
him. 5. Now Abraham was a hundred years old
when his son Isaac was born to him. 6. Sarah
said, “God has brought me laughter; everyone
who hears will laugh with me.”
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Genesis 17:17-19 (P)
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17. Abraham threw himself on his face and

laughed, as he said to himself, “Can a child be
born to a man a hundred years old, or can
Sarah bear a child at ninety?” 18. And Abraham
said to God, “O that Ishmael might live by Your
favor!” 19. God said, “Nevertheless, Sarah your
wife shall bear you a son, and you shall name
him Isaac; and | will maintain My covenant with
him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring
to come.
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1. Ishmael —in Hebrew, bN)’)Q\’)’

Genesis 16:11 (J)

11. The angel of the Lord said to her further,
“Behold, you are with child

And shall bear a son;

You shall call him Ishmael,

For the Lord has paid heed to your suffering.
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Genesis 21:17 (E)

17. God heard the cry of the boy, and an angel
of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to
her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for
God has heeded the cry of the boy where he is.
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Genesis 16:15 (P)

15. Hagar bore a son to Abram, and Abram
gave the son that Hagar bore him the name
Ishmael.
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