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Biblical Text

Numbers 5: verses 5-7
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to the Israelites: When a man or woman
commits any wrong toward a fellow man, thus
breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes
his guilt,

he shall confess the wrong that he has done. He shall
make restitution in the principal amount and add one-
fifth to it, giving it to him whom he has wronged.

Verses 11-22
..The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: If any
man’s wife has gone astray and broken faith with him

in that a man has had carnal relations with her
unbeknown to her husband, and she keeps secret the
fact that she has defiled herself without being forced,
and there is no witness against her—

but a fit of jealousy comes over him and he is wrought
up about the wife who has defiled herself; or if a fit of
jealousy comes over one and he is wrought up about
his wife although she has not defiled herself—

the man shall bring his wife to the priest.

The priest shall bring her forward and have her stand
before the LORD.

The priest shall take sacral water in an earthen vessel
and, taking some of the earth that is on the floor of the
Tabernacle, the priest shall put it into the water.

After he has made the woman stand before the LORD,
the priest shall bare the woman’s head and place upon
her hands the meal offering of remembrance, which is a
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meal offering of jealousy. And in the priest’s hands
shall be the water of bitterness that induces the spell.

The priest shall adjure the woman, saying to her, “If no
man has lain with you, if you have not gone astray in
defilement while married to your husband, be immune
to harm from this water of bitterness that induces the
spell.

But if you have gone astray while married to your
husband and have defiled yourself, if a man other than
your husband has had carnal relations with you”—

here the priest shall administer the curse of adjuration
to the woman, as the priest goes on to say to the
woman—*“may the LORD make you a curse and an
imprecation among your people, as the LORD causes
your thigh to sag and your belly to distend;

may this water that induces the spell enter your body,
causing the belly to distend and the thigh to sag.” And
the woman shall say, “Amen, amen!”

Verses 28-31

But if the woman has not defiled herself and is pure,
she shall be unharmed and able to retain seed.

This is the ritual in cases of jealousy, when a woman
goes astray while married to her husband and defiles
herself,

or when a fit of jealousy comes over a man and he is
wrought up over his wife: the woman shall be made to
stand before the LORD and the priest shall carry out all
this ritual with her.

The man shall be clear of guilt; but that woman shall
suffer for her guilt.
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. Mishna Text

Mishna Sotah Chapter One
1

One who warns his wife [not to associate with a certain
man]: Rabbi Eliezer says: he warns her on the
testimony of two witnesses, and makes her drink [the
bitter waters] on the testimony of one witness or on his
own testimony. Rabbi Joshua says: he warns her on the
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testimony of two and makes her drink on the testimony
of two.

How does he warn her? If he says to her in front of two
[witnesses], “Do not speak with that man”, and she
spoke with him, she is still permitted to her husband
and permitted to eat terumah. If she entered a private
place with him and stayed with him a time sufficient
for her to be defiled [by having sexual intercourse with
him], she is forbidden to her husband and forbidden to
eat terumah. If [her hushand] died, she performs
halitzah but cannot contract yibbum.

5

If she said, “I am defiled to you”, she gives him a
receipt for her ketubah and goes out [with a get]. But if
she says, “I am pure”, they bring her up to the cast
gate, Nicanor’s gate, where they give women suspected
of adultery the water to drink, purify women after
childbirth and purify lepers. A priest seizes her
clothing if they are torn, then they are torn, and if they
become unstitched, then they are unstitched, until he
uncovers her bosom, and he undoes [the braids of] her
hair. Rabbi Judah says: if her bosom was beautiful he
does not uncover it, and if her hair was beautiful he
does not undo it.

If she was clothed in white, he clothes her in black. If
she wore gold jewelry or necklaces, ear-rings and
finger-rings, they remove them from her in order to
make her repulsive. After that [the priest] takes a rope
made of twigs and binds it over her breasts. Whoever
wishes to look upon her comes to look with the
exception of her male and female slaves, since she has
no shame in front of them. All of the women are
permitted to look upon her, as it is said, “That all
women may be taught not to do after your lewdness”
(Ezekiel 23:48).

Mishnah Sotah Chapter 3:4

She had barely finished drinking when her face
turns yellow, her eyes protrude and her veins swell.
And [those who see her] exclaim, “Remove her!
Remove her, so that the temple-court should not be
defiled”. If she had merit, it [causes the water] to
suspend its effect upon her. Some merit suspends
the effect for one year, some merit suspends the
effects for two years, and some merit suspends the
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/Ezekiel.23.48

effect for three years. Hence Ben Azzai said: a
person must teach his daughter Torah, so that if she
has to drink [the water of bitterness], she should
know that the merit suspends its effect. Rabbi
Eliezer says: whoever teaches his daughter Torah
teaches her lasciviousness. Rabbi Joshua says: a
woman prefers one kav (of food) and sexual
indulgence to nine kav and sexual separation. He
used to say, a foolish pietist, a cunning wicked
person, a female separatist, and the blows of
separatists bring destruction upon the world.

1. Midrashic Text

Berachot 31b

As for the double language in the verse, “if you
will look upon [im ra’o tireh],” Rabbi Elazar
said: Hannah said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, if
You will look upon [ra’oe] me now, fine, and if
not, in any case You will see [tireh].

What was Hannah threatening? She said: I will go
and seclude myself with another man before
Elkana, my husband. Since I secluded
myself, they will force me to drink
the sota water to determine whether or not I
have committed adultery. I will be found
innocent, and since You will not make Your
Torah false [pelaster],I will bear children. With
regards to a woman who is falsely suspected of
adultery and drank the sota water, the
Torah says: “And if the woman was not defiled,
but was pure, then she shall be acquitted and
she shall conceive”’(Numbers 5:28).
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https://www.sefaria.org.il/Numbers.5.28

