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1. Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 based on
Munich MS
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For this reason, the person was created
individually in the world,

to teach you that whosoever destroys a
single soul, Scripture considers that person
as though they had destroyed a complete
world,

and whosoever preserves a single soul,
Scripture ascribes [merit] to that person as
though they had preserved a complete
world.
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And for the sake of peace among creatures,
that one might not say to his fellow, ‘my
father was greater than yours,

and that the sectarians should not say, there
are many ruling powers in heaven;

And to proclaim the greatness of the
Blessed Holy One:

for if a person mints many coins from one
mold, they all resemble one another,

but the Supreme Ruler of Rulers, the
Blessed Holy One, fashioned every person
in the stamp of the first person, and yet not
one of them resembles another.

For this reason, every single person is
obliged to say: the world was created for my
sake
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What kind of identity is this Mishnah shaping? What values are being lifted up? Can you
identify the literary structure?

2. Pahad Yitzhak, Rav Yitzhak Hutner,
Shavuot 21
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2. The basic fact upon which the establishment stands
is that a “the person was created as an individual.”
From this foundational fact immerges two alternating
voices. The first voice declares: “All of us are the
children of a single father”, our family-tree can be
traced to a single human being. If so, clearly, all of us
are only partial sections of a single unit, and each of
us are nothing more than segmented pieces of a
single wholeness. This is a faithful source of the
unity of humankind. However, the second voice
declares: The nature of the one who births is in the

child. Since the head of our family-tree is a single
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human being, as a matter of course each one of us is
imprinted with an aspect of the uniqueness of our
origin. “Flesh and blood people press many coins
from the same seal, and they are all identical, while
the Holy Blessed One molded all human beings with
the seal of the original person, and there is not a
single one who is like their fellow.” And thus, this is a
faithful source of the uniqueness of the human being.
The result is that the very foundational fact that
“the person was created as an individual” gives
birth to two alternating descendants. We have a
common source to both the unity and the
uniqueness of the human being.
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4. ...And in Psalms it says “Shine the light of your
face/show us favor that we may be saved” (Ps. 80:20)
and the Sages said about this “We have nothing but
the favor/light of Your face.” That is to say, the
singularity of a human requires them to says “for me
the world was created”. And certainly in Original
Man'’s situation at creation, the recognition that “the
world was created for me” was revealed to him in its
fullest simplicity. But after The Blessed Holy One
rested the Divine hand on him and shrunk him, and
decreed death upon him, certainly this awareness that
“the world was created for me,” is only available by
enduring a trial. Afterall, according to the simple
understanding of matter, the existence of death
seems to contradict the understanding that “the world
was created for me.” For the world remains even after
the passing and demise of the individual.
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8. The truth of the matter is that this equation of love
for one’s fellow to love for oneself is utterly impossible
except in a time when our family tree is open before
us, truly revealed with total clarity, connecting us
directly to Original Man who was created singularly.

...And it turns out that we have before us a chain of
obfuscations that by their very nature connect with
one another. The appearance of death obfuscates
our ability to recognize that “the world was created for
me”, and consequentially, it obfuscates the
uniqueness of Original Man, and consequentially it
obfuscates the unity of humans, and thus blurs and
obfuscates completely and entirely the level of “like
yourself” in love of your fellow.
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10. We have merited in any case to the rule of two
obfuscations of two types of uniqueness that were

explained before us—the unity of humankind and the

DMNOYNN I PTY,NXIPN DT D
INIMY MM IND NIV DY
TN DTR-NITN VWINT 19D
MY DNNN DNV ,DVNM VN

2/4




Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

Spirituality, Identity and What gets in the Way
MEESH HAMMER-KOSSOYI| meesh@pardes.org.il

unity of good tidings. The two of them are actually
two sides of the same coin.... Afterall, the obfuscation
of “the singularity of good tidings” with respect to
human-Divine relations is parallel to the obfuscation of
the level of “like yourself” with respect to interpersonal
relationships.
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10. And with respect to the giving of the tablets, the
Torah said “engraved on the tablets” (harut al ha-
luhot). And the Sages interpreted: “Do not read harut-
engraved, rather read herut-freedom, freedom from
the angel of death.” And the idea behind this is as
follows: Israel and the Torah are one. And it is well
known halakha that the one who witnesses the
departing of the soul is like one who sees a Torah
scroll burnt. And one who sees a Torah scroll burnt
tears their clothing twice, once for the writing and
once for the parchment. And because we have seen
that the expiring of the soul is compared to the burnt
Torah, we can derive that there is a parallel between
the soul in the body to the letters on the parchment.
And just as the letters on the parchment can be
erased and separated from the parchment, so too the
soul can be separated from the body. But the tablets
were not this way, carved letters are not something
additional to the parchment, rather they exist within
the stones themselves, part and parcel of them. And
they cannot be erased nor separated. And therefore,
at the revelation of the giving of the tablets, a
relationship between the soul and body was also born
in Israel, with a resemblance of engraving that has no
possibility for separating the letters from the place in
which they are engraved. And that is the intention
behind the Sages suggestion that the tablets included
freedom from the angel of dead from the word harut.
Because harut means engraved, and this engraving is
the secret connection between the body and the soul
which are inseparable. Israel and the Torah are one
entity.
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3. Ecclesiastes Rabbah 8:1
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Rabbi Levi said: The apple of the First Adam’s heel
could darken the disc of the sun...And just as his heel
was thus, how much the more so was his face.
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4. Bavli Hagiga 12b
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: The size of Adam
the first man was from one end of the world to the
other, as it is stated: “Since the day that God
created man upon the earth, and from one end of
the heavens to the other,” which indicates that he
spanned the entire length of the world. Once he
sinned, the Holy One, Blessed be He, placed His
hand upon him and diminished him, as it states:
“And laid Your hand upon me.”
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5. Ramban Lev. 19:17
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The phrase "love your neighbor as yourself" is an
exaggeration, since the heart of a person will not
accept that he love his fellow as he loves himself.
Moreover, Rabbi Akiva has already taught (Bava
Metzia 62), "Your life comes before the life of your
fellow."
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6. Bavli Pesachim 50a
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“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth, on
that day shall the Lord be one and His name one”
(Zechariah 14:9). The Gemara asks: Is that to say
that now He is not one?

Rabbi Aha bar Hanina said: The World-to-Come is
not like this world. In this world, upon good tidings
one recites: Blessed...Who is good and does good,
and over bad tidings one recites: Blessed...the true
Judge. In the World-to-Come one will always recite:
Blessed...Who is good and does good.
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