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1) Numbers 15:37-41
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The LORD said to Moses as follows:

Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make for
themselves fringes on the corners of their garments
throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue to the
fringe at each corner.

That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the
commandments of the LORD and observe them, so that
you do not follow your heart and eyes in your lustful urge.
Thus you shall be reminded to observe all My
commandments and to be holy to your God.

| the LORD am your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt to be your God: |, the LORD your God.
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2) Rashi Numbers 15:39
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And you shall not wander after your hearts: like “from
scouting (11mn) the Land” (13:25). The heart and eyes are
the spies for the body. They are its agents for sinning: the
eye sees, the heart covets and the body commits the
transgression. - [Midrash Tanhuma 15]
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3) Talmud Menahot 44a
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It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Natan says: There is no
mitzva, however minor, that is written in the Torah, for
which there is no reward given in this world; and in the
World-to-Come | do not know how much reward is given.
Go and learn from the following incident concerning the
mitzva of ritual fringes. There was an incident involving a
certain man who was diligent about the mitzva of ritual
fringes. This man heard that there was a prostitute in one
of the cities overseas who took four hundred gold coins as
her payment. He sent her four hundred gold coins and fixed
a time to meet with her. When his time came, he came and
sat at the entrance to her house. The maidservant of that
prostitute entered and said to her: That man who sent you
four hundred gold coins came and sat at the entrance. She
said: Let him enter. He entered. She arranged seven beds
for him, six of silver and one of gold. Between each and
every one of them there was a ladder made of silver, and
the top bed was the one that was made of gold. She went
up and sat naked on the top bed, and he too went up in
order to sit naked facing her. In the meantime, his four
ritual fringes came and slapped him on his face. He
dropped down and sat himself on the ground, and she also
dropped down and sat on the ground. She said to him: |
take an oath by the gappa of Rome that | will not allow you
to go until you tell me what defect you saw in me. He said
to her: | take an oath by the Temple service that | never saw
a woman as beautiful as you.
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But there is one mitzva that the Lord, our God, commanded INNIN N NP NNN MINNI NON
us, and its name is ritual fringes, and in the passage where yNNAY VXY
it is commanded, it is written twice: “l am the Lord your 07()?)::; ’:3\'19;?1;;?-1)313’;’2;}
_Goc.i” (Numbers 15:41). The do.ubllng.of this phrase Y99 PRYY NP N
indicates: | am the one who will punish those who /S0 O DYVY PAYY NIN MIN)
transgress My mitzvot, and | am the one who will reward 17,0571y 179 99y INTI PYOY
those who fulfill them. Now, said the man, the four sets of
ritual fringes appeared to me as if they were four witnesses
who will testify against me. She said to him: I will not allow 12 IR
you to go until you tell me: What is your name, and what is 1355 NNV TY TR IPN/
the name of your city, and what is the name of your 735 BY M) TYY QY A ThY
. y . 12 Y INNY TV DY )
teacher, and what is the name of the study hall in which .9
you studied Torah? He wrote the information and placed it 193959 ans
in her hand. She arose and divided all of her property, L, D NPHIM TRy
giving one-third as a bribe to the government, one-third to ,M0oN5 vwov
the poor, and she took one-third with her in her possession, ;0292 WO
in addition to those beds of gold and silver. She came to the ’?1‘1’;:::5‘1’:2&’?(\191‘:
-study hall of Rabbi Hiyya and s.and to him: My teacher, NP 1 9% WTIE 71725 TN
instruct your students concerning me and have them make 19 MIDN
me a convert. Rabbi Hiyya said to her: My daughter, 1519990 WY Y MY 224
perhaps you set your sights on one of the students and that .19 9N
is why you want to convert? She took the note the student 12 TAND NN 723 NHY o2
had given her from her hand and gave it to Rabbi Hiyya. He 110NN
said to her: Go take possession of your purchase. Those /T 203 ANOBIN
beds that she had arranged for him in a prohibited fashion, 12 M
o . . 1112 NN
she now arranged f?r hIITI in a permitted fashion. The PIAPIA 3t 39
Gemara completes its point about the reward of mitzvot and YDINA 19 NYNNY YN JIIN
points out how this story illustrates the concept: This is the 4550339 NN
reward given to him in this world, and with regard to the REOVERRFLRT-INT
World-to-Come, | do not know how much reward he will be .02 YTV OIPNR 27NYN
given.
4) Deuteronomy 24:1 N:72 ©92%
A man takes a wife and has intercourse with her. If she does oN 13701 MY YR YR NP
not find favor in his eyes because he finds something N M2 RYPOD PPY2INNYAN NI
obnoxious about her, and he writes her a bill of 02N PR monb 209 1;1
divorcement, and places it in her hand, and sends her away Himan ARPY)
from his house;
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