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Rashi BeMidbar 17:23

me 8x" AND IT BROUGHT FORTH A BLOSSOM — Take this as what it literally
implies.

% is the first stage in the growth of the fruit when the blossom has fallen off.

av7pw Dz AND RIPENED INTO ALMONDS — This means that when the fruit became
visible, it could be recognized that they were almonds. The verb has the same meaning
as in (Genesis 21:8) "And the child grew and was weaned - 931 ". This expression is
frequently used of the fruit of trees, as in (Isaiah 18:5) "And the blossom becomes a
ripening (7»3) grape".

But why did it bring forth almonds? Because it is a fruit that blossoms earlier than all
the other fruits; so, too, the punishment of him who sets himself in opposition to the
priesthood comes quickly, just as we find in the case of Uzziah (l1l_Chronicles
26:19) "And the fzara’at instantly broke out in his forehead"...
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