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1. The structure of the Rosh Hashanna Amida

Rosh Hashanna Ch.1 Mishna 2

At four set times the world is judged:
On Pesah for the grain crop.
On Shavuot for the fruit of the tree.
On Rosh Hashanah all the people of the world
pass before Him like a division of soldiers, as it
says, “He who fashions the hearts of them all,
who discerns all their doings” (Psalms 33:15).
And on Sukkot they are judged for rain.
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Mishna Rosh Hashanna 4:5-6

(5]

The order of blessings [in the Musaf Amidah of Rosh
Hashanah]:

He says “patriarchs”, “powers” and the “sanctification
of the name” and includes the blessing of kingship
(malchiyot) blessing with them and does not blow [the
shofar].

The sanctification of the day and blows [the shofar],
the remembrance (zichronot) blessing, and blows [the
shofar],

and the shofar blessing (shofarot) and blows [the
shofar].

Then he recites the blessing of the Temple service and
“thanksgiving” and the blessing of the priests.

This says Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri.

Rabbi Akiva said to him: if he does not blow the shofar
for the kingship-verses, why should he say them?
Rather he says: “patriarchs”, “powers” and the
“sanctification of the name” and includes the kingship
(malchiyut) blessing with the sanctification of the day
and blows the shofar, then he says the remembrance
blessing and blows, and the shofar blessing and blows.
Then he says the Temple service and “thanksgiving”
and the blessing of the priest.

(6]

They do not recite less than ten kingship [verses], ten
remembrance [verses], and ten shofar [verses]. Rabbi
Yohanan ben Nuri says: if he said three from each set
he has fulfilled his obligation. They do not mention
kingship, remembrance and shofar verses of
punishment. He begins with [verses] from the Torah
and concludes with [verses] from the prophets. Rabbi
Yose says: if he concludes with [a verse] from the Torah
he has fulfilled his obligation.
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Arvit, Shacharit and Mincha (7 blessings/brachot)
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Additions
Avot D'"N7 12117 (onan pn) niax .1
Gevurot D'NNINANTIND ' (omnnnn)nniaa .2
Atta Kadosh J7Na [N oAl "witpn mn" (N9 N part 771) own nwitp .3
Blessing for the day — "INt DM 2R TN YIRN 2272 720" D nwitp 4
R’tzeh (service) x5
Modim (Thanks) D'aIL D"'NY7 2Nl \ DTN .6
Sim Shalom (Peace) D'"N 1901 owow .7
Mussaf — 9 blessings/brachot v
I

I

Malkhuyot Zikhronot Shofarot
Introduction Aleinu — God'’s God’s providence and Revelation of God’s

universal sovereignty knowledge of all events | Presence with the

shofar

Nine verses 3 Torah 3 Torah 3 Torah

3 Ketuvim 3 Ketuvim 3 Ketuvim

3 Neviim 3 Neviim 3 Neviim
Tenth verse 1 Torah 1 Torah 1 Torah
Request to realize the idea | “Rule over the entire “Remember us “Sound the great

world” favorably” shofar”

Il. Who is at the Centre: God or Mankind?
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: Recite before Me on Rosh HaShana Kingship, Remembrances, and
Shofarot. Kingship, so that you will crown Me as King over you; Remembrances, so that your
remembrance will rise before Me for good. And with what? With the shofar. (Talmud Rosh Hashanna 34b)
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MALCHUYOT
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It is our duty to praise the Master of all, to acclaim the Creator. G-d made our lot unlike that of other
people, assigning to us a unique destiny. For they worship vanity and emptiness, and pray to a god who
cannot save. We bow and prostrate before the Supreme Sovereign, the Holy One, exalted, who spread out
the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth, whose glorious abode is in the loftiest heights. This is
our G-d; there is no other. In truth, G-d alone is our Ruler, there is no other! as it is written in the Torah:
"Know this day and take it to heart that Adonai is G-d in heaven above and on earth below; there is no
other."
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They will accept upon themselves the yoke of Your kingdom, and You will reign over them, soon, forever
and ever. For the kingdom is Yours, and to all eternity You will reign in glory, as it is written in Your Torah:
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The LORD will reign for ever and ever!

.....

Numbers 23:21 No harm is in sight for Jacob, No woe in view for Israel. The LORD their God is with them,
And their King’s acclaim in their midst.
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Deuteronomy 33:5 Then He became King in Jeshurun, When the heads of the people assembled, The tribes
of Israel together.
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Psalms 22:29 for kingship is the LORD’s and He rules the nations.
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Psalms 93:1 The LORD is king, He is robed in grandeur; the LORD is robed, He is girded with strength. The
world stands firm; it cannot be shaken.
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And by your servants the prophets it states: Isaiah 44:6 Thus said the LORD, the King of Israel, Their
Redeemer, the LORD of Hosts: | am the first and | am the last, And there is no god but Me.

72 7V Qi A1miax 07-K1 17X Our God and God of our fathers, reign over the entire world with Your
72 7y Xwanl Tiaa 7D DYivin glory, and be uplifted over all the earth with Your honor, and appear in
ATY [IX2 2TD2 YOINI 7' YIRD the splendor of Your majestic might over all who dwell in the inhabited
Y9 72 VT QXX 72N it 79 Y world of Your earth; so everything that has been made will know that
NAX D MY 72 12N P9 DR 1D You have made it, and it will be understood by everything that was

P1i7' 19X NNYI YN 7D NN IRy formed that You have formed it. And they will say everyone who has
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792 imdYM1 'm awr n-N breath in his nostrils, “Adonoy, God of Yisrael is King and His Kingship
nun rules over all.

LMIIND 70 D1 'Nixna AYTR-  Sanctify us with Your commandments and give our share in Your
N0 ANYIY 1INAY] 210N YAV Torah; satisfy us from Your goodness and gladden us with Your
D'N7X NRX ' NN T 027 deliverance, and purify our hearts to serve You in truth, for You are the
STYY DY) NN 2T NN true God, and Your word is true and enduring forever. Blessed are You
Adonoy, King over all the earth, Sanctifier of Yisrael and the Day of
Remembrance.
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You remember the dealings of [men in] today’s world, and You [also] consider the behavior of all those
who lived in earlier times. In Your Presence are revealed all hidden things and the multitude of secrets
from the beginning of creation; for there is no forgetfulness before the throne of Your Glory, and there is
nothing hidden from Your eyes. You remember all that has been done, and even all that which is formed
is not concealed from You. All is revealed and known before You Adonoy, our God Who observes and
looks until the end of all generations. For You set an appointed time of remembrance, to consider every
soul and being; to cause numerous deeds to be remembered and the multitude of creatures without
end. From the beginning of creation, You have made this known, and from before time You have
revealed it.
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This day [Rosh Hashana] is the beginning of Your work a memorial of the first day. For it is a statute for
Yisrael a [day of] judgment of the God of Yaakov. And over countries [judgment] is pronounced, which of
them is destined for the sword [war] and which for peace, which for famine and which for abundance. And
on it, creatures are brought to mind, to be remembered for life or for death. Who is not assessed on this
day? For the remembrance of all that is formed comes before You: the dealings of man, and the decree
of his fate, and the misdeeds of man’s actions, the thoughts of man and his schemes, and the motives for
the deeds of man.
72227 '2 192 D'0IND 72 N¥)7 172! K71 A7¢2! N7 DYIVY 'YNIT 1D .92 YARD! DTN [ .QN2Y! K7Y W' UK
N AX'AD2 D'ANY] NYIY! 12TA ANTRORL .DNRT NADKA D] NX D] (072 NWYN YIIT NDXI X2 7197 D'uyAn
221 NNDYI IYIT NIRRT 7R PN 7197 X2 DT 2 7V .00"7un YY) 190 w2 7 NNy Mann 'n
AMINA 21N2D .00 7IND I'NYXYI
Fortunate is the man who does not forget You, the son of man who gains strength in You. For those who
seek You will never stumble, and never will they be disgraced— all who trust in You. For the remembrance
of all their deeds come before You, and You examine the deeds of all of them.

And No’ach too, You remembered with love, and [therefore] decreed for him a promise of deliverance and
compassion, when You brought the flood-waters to destroy all flesh because of the wickedness of their
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deeds. Therefore, his remembrance came before You, Adonoy, our God, to multiply his seed like the dust
of the earth, and his descendants as the sand of the sea;

as it is written in Your Torah:
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Genesis 8:1 God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark, and
God caused a wind to blow across the earth, and the waters subsided.

Nl As it is said:
2APYITNNI PRYTNX DRIAXTNX INM2TNX DTN 19T DDZXI NN DIRY7-X VY|

Exodus 2:24 God heard their moaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob.

NN As it is said:
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Then will | remember My covenant with Jacob; | will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and also My
covenant with Abraham; and | will remember the land.

<<Closing blessing>>
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For He Who remembers all forgotten things from eternity, are You, and there is no forgetfulness before
the Throne of Your Glory; and the binding of Yitzchak— on behalf of his descendants— may You remember
it today with compassion. Blessed are You Adonoy, Who remembers the covenant.

MIDRASHIC PERSPECTIVES

VI NYID MIN NV (XDM) NIINIPN .1 1, Vayikra Rabba 29:1

(0P DONN) T'NN WINT TNRIWIVD WININ |t was taught in the name of Rabbi Eliezer, "The world was
1793 N9 aWa %N DNV A8 T1AT N 09wy created on the twenty-fifth of Elul." And the opinion of Rav
N ITT NN 19T NONINY B9IYA N2y yona  accords with Rabbi Eliezer’s teaching ... As we recite with the

shofar blows of Rav, "This day is the beginning of Your works, a
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memorial for the first day, 'For it is a statute for Israel, etc.
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...It comes out that you say on Rosh Hashanah (the first of
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Tishrei in the first year) in the first hour, [man's creation] rose in
NN DN DI VTP I NPINVYIWI  thought; in the second, [God] consulted with the angels; in the
9y NMIYXI DYV 1779 D2 N NNXR XYY - third, He gathered his dirt; in the fourth, He kneaded it; in the
YW NN PININ BY M Mmwa nawnpa  fIfth, He weaved it; in the sixth, He made it a form; in the
seventh, He blew breath into it; in the eighth, He placed him
into the Garden [of Eden]; in the ninth, he was commanded
[about the fruit]; in the tenth, he transgressed; in the eleventh,
D2V NPT IVY TNNI 1Y IPYYI MOXIOWYNI  he was judged; in the twelfth, he was pardoned. The Holy One,
AT OINY NN T2 VITHH MmN DT XY vy blessed be He, said to Adam, "This is a sign for your children:
AtH OYD P12 %195 N1OYY DY 79125 15D Just as you stood in front of Me in judgement on this day and
were pardoned, so too in the future will your children stand in
front of Me in judgement on this day and be pardoned in front
of Me."
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2. Bereshit Rabba 49:9 — Abraham Arguing for Sedom

Rabbi Levi said: “Will the Judge of the Earth not perform
justice?” — [Abraham Said to God-} If You seek a world there will
not be justice; if You seek justice, there will be no world. Why
are You taking the rope by both ends?! You want both a world
and justice. If you cannot forgo one of them, make a choice!

3. Bereshit Rabba 8:4-5. Creation of Humankind

4. R. Berechia said: When the time came for the Holy Blessed
One to make the first human being he saw the righteous and
the wicked emerging from him. He said, if | create him, the
wicked will emerge from him, if | do not create him, how will
the righteous emerge from him? What did God do? He
distanced the path of the wicked from before His face and
joined the attribute of mercy and created him, as it states in
Psalms 1: For the Lord knows the way of the righteous: but the
way of the wicked shall perish.

5. R. Simon said: When the time came for the Holy Blessed One
to make the first human being, The Ministering Angels made
themselves into competing counsels, with one group opposing
the other. Some of them said, “Don’t create humans,” and the
others said “Create them.” So it is written: (Ps. 85:11) “Kindness
and Truth met against one another, Righteousness and Peace
faced each other.”

The angel of Kindness said, “Create them, for they will do acts
of loving kindness.”

Then the angel of Truth said, “Do not create them, for they will
be full of lies.”

The angel of Righteousness said, “Create them, for they will
establish justice.”

The angel of Peace said, “Do not create them, for they will be in
constant strife!”

What did the Holy Blessed one do, but grab up Truth and hurl it
to the earth, so it is written: (Daniel 8:12) “You hurled Truth to
the earth.” Whereupon the Ministering Angels said before the
Holy Blessed One, “Ruler of all worlds, what have You done?
Why have You so chastised the chief of your court? Let Truth
arise again from the earth.” So it is written, (Ps. 85:12) “Truth
springs up from the earth.”

...R. Huna of Tzipori said: While the Ministering Angels were
occupying one another with litigation and debate, The Holy
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Blessed One created them and turned to the angels saying,
“What are you arguing about? Humans have already been
created.”

4. Vayikra Rabba 29:3

3. Rabbi Yehuda son of Rabbi Nachman opened and said, "God
ascends in acclamation (lit. in truah), The Lord in the call of the
shofar" (Psalms 47:6). In the moment when the Holy Blessing
One sits on the Throne of Judgement, God ascends with
judgement. What happens? God ascends with acclimation, at
the time when Israel takes their shofarot and sounds them
before the Holy Blessing One, God stands up from the Throne of
Judgement and sits on the Throne of Mercy, as it says, "Adonai
in the call of the shofar," And they are filled with mercy and
God has mercy on them, and switches their treatment from the
attribute of judgement to the attribute of mercy. When? In the
seventh month...
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