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Ushpizin

Traditional Ushpizin for the First Night

“I'invite to my meal the exalted guests, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob,, Moses, Aaron, Joseph and David. May it please
you, Abraham, my exalted guest, that all the other
exalted guests dwell with me and with you — Isaac,
Jacob, Moses, Aaron, , Joseph and David.”

Source. The Zohar 103b

“Come and see! When people sit at home [in their
sukkah], that is in the shade of Faith, then the Divine
Shechina spreads her wings over them from above.
Abraham and five righteous persons along with King
David come to reside there with them as it says: “In
sukkot you shall reside seven days” (Leviticus 23:42)
which can also be read “In sukkot seven will reside [with
you].” So we should be very happy every day with a
shining face for such guests are staying among us. ..
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Jewish mystical texts explain that each of the seven Ushpizin correspond to a fundamental spiritual pathway
(sefirah) through which the world is metaphysically nourished and perfected (Derech Hashem 3:2:5, Zohar Chadash,

Toldot 26¢; cf. Zohar 2:256a).
e Abraham represents love and kindness
e Isaac represents restraint and personal strength
e Jacob represents beauty and truth
e Moses represents eternality and dominance through Torah
e Aaron represents empathy and receptivity to divine splendor
e Joseph represents holiness and the spiritual foundation

e David represents the establishment of the kingdom of Heaven on Earth

Zohar 3:104a
‘And although he merits receiving the souls of the righteous, he must

be careful to gladden the poor, for the portion of the guests he invited
to his meal, belongs to the poor. He sits in the shadow of Faith and
invites these lofty guests, the guests of Faith, yet does not give them,
namely the poor, their share of the meal. All the guests stand back from
him and say: “Do not eat the bread of him who has an evil eye...”
(Mishle 23:6). Thus the table he set for a festive meal is a table made in
honor of himself, and not in honor God, and of him it is written,

“And spread on your faces, even the dung of your feasts” (Malachi 2:3).
Woe to that man when the guests of Faith stand back from his table.
Abraham, throughout his life used to stand at the crossroads to invite
guests and set the table for them, and now, on Sukkot, if one invites
him and all the other righteous, but does not give the poor their share,
Abraham stands up from the table and cries: “Depart, | pray you, from
the tents of these wicked men” (Numbers 16:26), and everyone walks
away after him.
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Rabbi Adin Steinzaltz. https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/seven-shepherds-and-eight-princes-of-men/

There is a custom is to invite one of the historic leaders of the Jewish People on each of the seven days of Sukkot
— namely, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph, and David. The prophet refers to these

seven ushpizin (guests): “We shall raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men” (Micah 5:4). They
are called the “seven shepherds,” for they shepherd Israel as a shepherd leads his flock. What is the connection
between these figures and the Sukkot festival in particular?

The seven “shepherds,” seven eminent historical leaders of Israel, are distinguished from the other leaders of Israel
in that they do not belong to history alone (although they certainly influenced history). These leaders are above
history in that they have continued to lead the Jewish People throughout the generations, even in our own

times. We sense that they are present among us not as memories from the past, but as direct influences on each of

our souls.

The shepherds are our forefathers, the forebearers of all the souls of Israel. Regardless of whether they are our
biological forefathers, like the three Patriarchs, or our spiritual forefathers, as in the case of Joseph and David, we

bear a part of their essence within ourselves. They are not external figures; but rather, they form our inner essence.

On Sukkot, the “Festival of the Ingathering,” we gather together all the separate parts of existence. It is a festival of

reconciliation, peace and culmination, in which everything is put in its place — the reunification of existence.

When we sit in the shade of the sukkah, “in the shelter of the Most High” (Psalms 91:1), we invite ourselves to
receive the ushpizin, who are a part of ourselves. For the sake of this invitation, we must go out to a place that is
outside of civilization, outside the usual order of life. There, we build ourselves a temporary structure and cover it
in shade, under the lofty hand of God, which protects and shelters us: “I have sheltered you with My hand” (Isaiah
51:16). There we meet ourselves — not as we are throughout the year, but as we are together with our forefathers,

in the ideal form of what we are in essence.
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UNDERSTANDING
Palace
Womb

POWER
Din
(Judgment)
Rigor, Red
Fire, Left Arm
Isaac

SPLENDOR
Prophecy
Left Leg

WISDOM

Primordial Point

Beginning

LOVE
Gedullah
(Greatness)

Grace, White
Water, Right Arm
Abraham

BEAUTY
Rahamim
(Compassion)
Blessed Holy One
Heaven, Sun
Harmony, King
Green, Torso
Jacob, Moses

ENDURANCE

Prophecy

Right Leg

FOUNDATION

Tsaddig
(Righteous One)
Covenant
Phallus
Joseph

KINGDOM

Shekhinah

(Presence)

Assembly of Israel
Earth, Moon

» Queen
/ \ Apple Orchard
King David, Rachel

The Ten Sefirot
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Hoshanot

Mishna Sukka Chapter 4

The mitzvah of the aravah how was it [performed]? There
was a place below Jerusalem called Motza. They went
down there and gathered tall branches of aravot and then
they came and stood them up at the sides of the altar,
and their tops were bent over the altar. They then
sounded a teki’ah [long blast], a teru’ah [staccato blast]
and again a teki’ah.

Every day they went round the altar once, saying, “O Lord,
save us, O Lord, make us prosper”.

Rabbi Judah says: “Ani vaho, save us.” On that day they
went round the altar seven times.

When they departed, what did they say? “O altar, beauty
is to you! O altar, beauty is to you!” Rabbi Eliezer said:
[they would say,] “To the Lord and to you, O altar, to the
Lord and to you, O altar.”

As was its performance on a weekday, so was its
performance on Shabbat, except that they would gather
them on the eve of Shabbat and place them in golden
basins so that they would not become wilted. Rabbi
Yohanan ben Beroka says: they used to bring palm
branches and they would beat them on the ground at the
sides of the altar, and that day was called “[the day of] the
beating of the palm branches.”

Sefer Hassidim

Rav Hai (Gaon — 4699-4798, 939-1038) used to travel to
Jerusalem from Babylon every year. He was there for the
holiday of Succot, when they would circle around the
Mount of Olives seven times on Hoshanah Rabba and
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recite psalms that were chosen for them by Rav Hai. In
front of the rabbi in the procession were Kohanim dressed
in colored garments and robes, and he went in the middle
and was followed by the rest of the people. He was
separated by those in front and in back of him by about a
hundred Amot... and he was smiling ... he said: When |
make the pilgrimage from Babylon each year to do the
circuits of the Mount of Olives on Sukkot, | purofy myself
on Hoshana Rabba and Elijah accompanies me, thus
everyone keeps their distance." [Sefer Chassidim].

Rambam Laws of Sukka, Lulav ch.7

20: It is a law from Moses [received] at Sinai that we bring
another willow branch in the Temple besides that willow
in the lulav. And one does not fulfill his obligation with the
willow in the lulav. And its requisite size is even one leaf
on one branch.

How was its commandment? On each and every one of
the seven days, they would bring tall willow branches and
stand them upright at the sides of the altar, and the tops
of the branches would be inclined over the altar.

And since this [practice with the] willow is not explicit in
the Torah, we do not lift it up all seven days of the
festival. Rather, at this time, it is only on the seventh that
we lift it up. How does one [do it]? One takes one branch
or several branches besides that willow in the /ulav. And
one hits with it two or three times on the ground or on a
vessel, without a blessing. For this thing is a custom of the
prophets.

And each and every day, they would circle the ark one
time with their lulavs in their hands. And [they would]
say, "Please, Lord, save us please; please, Lord, make us
succeed, please" (Psalms 118:25). And on the seventh
day, they would circle the altar seven times. And all of
Israel in all of the places have already been accustomed to
placing an ark in the middle of the synagogue and circling
it on each day — in the way that they circled the altar —
in memory of [what was done in] the Temple.

Vayikra Rabba 30:12

Another explanation:

"The fruit of a beautiful tree" - these are [referring to]
Israel. Just like this citron (etrog), which has taste and has
smell, so too Israel has among them people that have
Torah and have good deeds.

"The branches of a date palm" - these are [referring to]
Israel. Just like this date, which has taste and has no smell,
so too Israel has among them those that have Torah but
do not have good deeds.
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"And a branch of a braided tree (a myrtle)" - these are
[referring to] Israel. Just like this myrtle, which has smell
and has no taste, so too Israel has among them those that
have good deeds but do not have Torah.

"And brook willows" - these are [referring to] Israel. Just
like this willow, which has no smell and has no taste, so
too Israel has among them people that have no Torah and
have no good deeds.

And what does the Holy One, blessed be He, do to them?
To destroy them is impossible, but rather the Holy One,
blessed be He, said "bind them all together [into] one
grouping and these will atone for those."

14.

Rabbi Mani opened, "'All of my bones shall say, "Lord,
who is like you"' (Psalms 35:10). This verse was only
stated for the sake of the lulav (the four species). The
spine of the palm branch is similar to the spine of man.
And the myrtle is similar to the eye. And the willow is
similar to the mouth. And the etrog (citron), is similar to
the heart. David said, 'In all of the limbs, there are no
greater ones than these, as they are compared to the
entire body.' This is [what is meant] by 'All of my bones
shall say."
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