J Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

«\D

The Ritual of Lulav:

To Rejoice for Seven Days Before the Divine
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1) Mishnah Sukkah 3:12
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At first the lulav was taken in the Temple for seven [days], and in
the nation for one day. When the temple was destroyed, R.
Yohanan b. Zakkai decreed that the lulav would be taken in
the nation for seven days in memory of the Temple, [He also
decreed] that the day of waving [the new barley sacrifice-omer]
would be entirely forbidden [to eat the new produce].
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2) Leviticus 23:40
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You shall take for yourselves on the first day- the fruit of
hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and
willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD
your God seven days.
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3) Leviticus 23:9-21
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The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When you enter
the land that I am giving to you and you reap its harvest, you
shall bring the first sheaf of your harvest to the priest.

He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD for acceptance in
your behalf; the priest shall wave it on the day after the
sabbath.

On the day that you wave the sheaf, you shall offer as a burnt
offering to the LORD a lamb of the first year without blemish.
The meal offering with it shall be two-tenths of a measure of
choice flour with oil mixed in, an offering by fire of pleasing
odor to the LORD; and the libation with it shall be of wine, a
quarter of a hin.

Until that very day, until you have brought the offering of
your God, you shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh
ears; it is a law for all time throughout the ages in all your
settlements.
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4) Mishnah Sukkah 3:1
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A lulav which has in it three handbreadths [in length], so that
one can wave it, is valid.
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5) Mishnah Sukkah 3:15
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A minor who knows how to shake [the lulav] is obligated in
[the commandment of] lulav.
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6) Mishnah Sukkah 3:9
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And where do they wave [the lulav]? At “Give thanks to the
Lord” (Psalm 118:1), at the beginning and at the end, and at “O
Lord, deliver us” (118:25), these are the words of Beit Hillel.
Beit Shammai say: even at “O Lord, let us prosper.” Rabbi Akiva
says: | was watching Rabban Gamaliel and Rabbi Joshua, while
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all the nation was waving their lulavs and they only waved them
at “O Lord deliver us.”
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7) Talmud Tractate Sukkah 37b-38a
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He says: Where would they wave the lulav?

We learned there [in a Mishnah] (Mena/ot 5:6): The two loaves
and the two lambs of Shavuot. How does he [the priest] perform
[the waving]? He places the two loaves upon the two lambs and
puts his two hands beneath them [and waves them] forward
and backward and raises and lowers, for it is written, “which
is waved and which is lifted up” (Exodus 29:27) R. Yohanan
said: He moves them to and fro [to dedicate them] to the One
Whom the four directions are Theirs. He raises and lowers
them to the One Whom the heavens and earth are Theirs. ...
And Rava said: and so too with the lulav [wave for the same
reasons].
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8) Mishnah Menahot 5:6
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These require waving but not bringing near: ... The two loaves
and the two lambs of Shavuot. How does he [the priest] perform
[the waving]? He places the two loaves upon the two lambs and
puts his two hands beneath them [and waves them] forward
and backward and raises and lowers, for it is written, “which
is waved and which is lifted up” (Exodus 29:27). ... The minhah
of the omer [barley] ... require bringing near and waving.
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