Pardes Podcast — Shemot 2020 — M. Hattin — Moshe’s Choice
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Shemot Rabbah 1:26 ...“And she brought him to the daughter of
Pharaoh...” The daughter of Pharaoh would kiss and hug and adore him (Moses) as
if he were her own son, and she would not take him out of the king’s palace. And
because he was so beautiful, everyone yearned to see him. One that would see him
would not leave his presence. Pharaoh would kiss him (Moses) and hug him, and he
would remove Pharaoh’s crown and place it on his own head, as he would do to him
in the future when he was great...

And some of the observers sitting among them were the magicians of Egypt that
said, “We are wary of this, that he is taking your crown and placing it on his head,
that he not be the one we predict will take the kingship from you.” Some said to kill
him, and some said to burn him. And Jethro was sitting among them and said to
them, “This child has no intent [to take the throne]. Rather, test him by bringing in
a bowl of gold and a coal. If he outstretches his hand towards the gold, he has intent
[to take the throne], and you should kill him. And if he outstretches his hand towards
the coal, he does not have intent, and he does not deserve the death penalty.”

They immediately brought the bowl before Moses, and he outstretched his hand to
take the gold, and Gabriel came and pushed his hand, and he grabbed the coal. He
then brought his hand along with the coal into his mouth and burned his tongue, and
from this was made “slow of speech and slow of tongue” (Exodus 4:10)...
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