Parshat VaEra Podcast

Nechama Goldman Barash

Four Women of VaEra

1. Yocheved

Sanhedrin 58a

Come and hear a proof for the opinion of
Rabbi Akiva from the verse: “And Amram
took Jochebed his aunt as a wife”” (Exodus
6:20). What, was she not his maternal
aunt? Presumably, Jochebed was the sister of
Kohath, Amram’s father, from both of
Kohath’s parents, and not from his father
alone. Evidently, a descendant of Noah may
marry his father’s sister.

The Gemara rejects this proof: No, she was
his paternal aunt, Kohath’s half sister. Since
she was not Kohath’s sister from his mother’s
side, she was not forbidden to Amram.

Come and hear a proof for the opinion of
Rabbi Eliezer from what Abraham said to
Abimelech with regard to Sarah: “And
moreover, she is my sister, the daughter of
my father, but not the daughter of my
mother; and so she became my wife”
(Genesis 20:12). By inference, the daughter
of the mother of a descendant of Noah is
forbidden to him.

The Gemara rejects this proof: But how can
you understand that Sarah was Abraham’s
sister? She was his brother’s daughter. By
tradition, it is known that Sarah was Haran’s
daughter Iscah. And since that was so, there
is no difference whether they were paternal
relatives, and there is no difference whether
they were maternal relatives; in any event
she was permitted to him, even according to
the halakha of Jews. Rather, this is what
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Abraham was saying to Abimelech there:
She is related to me like a sister, as the
daughter of my brother is like a sister, and our
relationship is from the side of my father but
not from the side of my mother.

1. Unnamed Canaanite wife of Simon

Seichel Tov

“And they took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went out”
Rabbi Yehuda said: They dragged her out and left. Rabbi
Hama said: “For it is hard for a woman who has had relations
with a gentile to leave him.” She was saying “Where shall |
hide my disgrace,” until Shimon swore that he would marry
her and that is what the verse means when it says, “Saul the
son of the Kenaanite woman, (Genesis 46 10)” [Look up the
verse to understand! It is suggesting that Shimon indeed
married her and gave his name to a child whose mother had
laid with a Kenaanite man —in other words, Shechem who is
a Hivi] that she lay with a descendant of Kenaan. And our
sages said that Shimon took her and buried her in the land of
Kenaan.
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1. Elisheva

Leviticus Rabbah 20:2

Elisheva the daughter of Amminadav did not enjoy
happiness in the world. True, she witnessed five
crowns [attained by her relatives] in one day:
her brother-in-law was a king,

her brother was a prince,

her husband was High Priest,

her two sons were both Deputy High Priests,

her grandson Phinehas was a Priest anointed for
war.

But when her sons entered to offer incense and
were burnt, her joy was changed to mourning.
Thus it is written, " After the death of the two
sons of Aaron.
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V. Daughter of Putiel

Mechilta D’Rabbi Yishmael Yitro — Amalek
Chapter 3

And Yitro heard. He was called by seven
names. Jether. Jetro, Heber. Hobab. Ben
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Reul. Putiel. Keni. Jether because he
caused an additional chapter to be put
into the Torah. Jethro because he
abounded in good deeds. Heber, because
he associated himself with God. Hobab
because he was beloved of God. Ben
because he was like a son unto God and
Reul because he was like a friend of God.
Putiel because he freed himself from
idolatry. Keni because he was zealous for
God and also because he acquired Torah
for himself.
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Shemot Rabbah (Vilna) Parshat Vaera 7, 5

And Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took him one of the
daughters of Putiel to wife (6,25). It does not
say the daughter of Putiel, but Of the
Daughters of Putiel because his wife belonged
to two families — to the tribe of Joseph who
conquered (pitpet) his passion and also to
Jethro who fattened (pitam) calves for
idolatrous purposes.
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