Ki Tissa Parshat Parah – A tale of two cows

Rashi on Shemot 31:18
ֲשה הָּ עֵ גֶל קֹ ֶדם ְלצִ ּוּוי ְמלֶ אכֶת הַּ ִמ ְשכָּן י ִָּמים ַּר ִבים הָּ יָּה – ֶשהֲ ֵרי
ֵ ּתֹורה – ַּמע
ָּ ַּּומאֻ חָּ ר ב
ְ 'אֵ ין מֻ ְק ָּדם. ויתן אל משה וגו
ְהּוקם
ַּ ּול ָּמחֳ ָּרת ִה ְת ִחילּו ְבנִ ְדבַּ ת הַּ ִמ ְשכָּן ו
ְ ,ּפּורים נִ ְת ַּרצָּ ה הַּ ָּקבָּ "ה ְלי ְִש ָּראֵ ל
ִ ִּוביֹום הַּ כ
ְ ,ְבי"ז ְב ַּתמּוז נִ ְש ַּּת ְברּו הַּ ּלּוחֹות
:)ְבאֶ חָּ ד ְבנִ יסָּ ן (תנחומא
 ויתן אל משה וגו׳AND HE GAVE UNTO MOSES etc. — There is no “earlier” or “later” (no chronological
order) in the events related in the Torah: in fact the incident of the golden calf (related in ch. 31)
happened a considerable time before the command regarding the work of the Tabernacle was given (ch.
25 and the following chapters). For on the seventeenth of Tammuz were the Tablets broken (when the
people were worshipping the calf) and on the Day of Atonement God became reconciled with Israel
(after Moses had prayed 80 days for forgivenness; so that it is very unlikely that the command for the
building of the Tabernacle should have been given before that day) and on the next day, the eleventh of
Tishri (cf. Rashi on Exodus 33:11, at end of comment on )ושב אל המחנה, they began to bring their
contributions for the Tabernacle which was set up on the first of Nisan. (From the seventeenth of
Tammuz until the eleventh of Tishri are almost three months — ( )ימים רביםMidrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa
31).

Shemot 33:18-20

אתי ְב ֵׁ֛שם יְ הוָ֖ה לְ פנֶ ַ֑יָך וְ חַ נֹּ ִתי֙ אֶ ת־א ֲֶשר אחֶֹּ֔ ן וְ ִרחַ ְמ ִ ָ֖תי
ֶֽ ִ ֹּאמר הַ ְר ֵ֥אנִ י נָ֖א אֶ ת־כְ בֹּ ֶ ֶֽדָך׃ ַו ֹּ֗י ֹּאמֶ ר א ִ֨ ֲִני אַ ע ִ ֲִ֤ביר כל־טּובִ י֙ עַל־פ ֶֶ֔ניָך וְ ק ָ֧ר
ַ֑ ַ ַוי
ת־אֲשר ֲא ַר ֶֽחם׃ ַו ֹּ֕י ֹּאמֶ ר ֵ֥ל ֹּא תּוכַ ָ֖ל לִ ְראֹּ ת אֶ ת־פנַ֑י ִ ֵׁ֛כי ֶֽל ֹּא־יִ ְר ַ ֵ֥אנִ י הא ָ֖דם ו ֶֽחי׃
ֵ֥ ֶ
ֶא
He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” And He answered, “I will make all My goodness pass before
you, and I will proclaim before you the name LORD, and the grace that I grant and the compassion that I
show. But,” He said, “you cannot see My face, for man may not see Me and live.”

Sefer Kuzari 1:97
Now when the people had heard the proclamation of the Ten Commandments, and Moses had
ascended the mount in order to receive the inscribed tables which he was to bring down to them, and
then make an ark which was to be the point towards which they should direct their gaze during their
devotions, they waited for his return…He, however, tarried forty days… Many views and opinions were
expressed, till at last some decided to do like the other nations, and seek an object in which they could
have faith, without, however, prejudicing the supremacy of Him who had brought them out of Egypt. On
the contrary, this was to be something to which they could point when relating the wonders of God…We
do the same with the sky and every other object concerning which we know that it is set in motion by
the divine will exclusively, and not by any accident or desire of man or nature. Their sin I consisted in the
manufacture of an image of a forbidden thing, and in attributing divine power to a creation of their own,
something chosen by themselves without the guidance of God…There was nothing strange in the form

of the cherubim made by His command. In spite of these things, those who worshipped the calf were
punished on the same day, and three thousand out of six hundred thousand were slain…

Bamidbar 19:2

אֲשר
ֵׁ֛ ֶ ֲשר ֶֽאין־בה֙ ֶ֔מּום
ִ֤ ֶ ימה א
ֹּ֗ תֹורה אֲשֶ ר־צִ ּוֵ֥ה יְ הוָ֖ה לאמַֹּ֑ ר דַ בר ׀ אֶ ל־בְ ני יִ ְשר ֹּ֗אל וְ יִ קְ חּו אלֶי ָָ֩ך פ ִ֨רה ֲאדֻמה ְת ִמ
ֶ֔ ַז ֹֹּ֚את ח ַֻקת ה
ל ֹּא־עלֵ֥ה עלֶ ָ֖יה ֶֽ ֹּעל׃
This is the ritual law that the LORD has commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a
red cow without blemish, in which there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid.

Rambam Hilchot Mikvaot 11:12
י״ב: הלכות מקואות י״א,משנה תורה
 וַּהֲ ֵרי הֵ ן ִמכְ לַּ ל. וְאֵ ינָּן ִמ ְדבָּ ִרים ֶש ַּד ְעּתֹו ֶשל אָּ ָּדם ַּמכְ ָּרעָּ תֹו.( ָּדבָּ ר בָּ רּור ְוגָּלּוי ֶשהַּ טֻ ְמאֹות וְהַּ טָּ הֳ רֹות גְ זֵרֹות הַּ כָּתּוב הֵ ן
 ְוכֵן הַּ ְט ִבילָּ ה ִמן הַּ טֻ ְמאֹות ִמכְ לַּ ל הַּ חֻ ִקים הּוא ֶשאֵ ין הַּ טֻ ְמאָּ ה ִטיט אֹו צֹואָּ ה ֶש ַּּת ֲעבֹר ְב ַּמיִם אֶ ּלָּ א גְ ֵז ַּרת הַּ כָּתּוב.הַּ חֻ ִקים
 וְאַּ ף עַּ ל ִּפי כֵן ֶר ֶמז יֵש בַּ ָּדבָּ ר כְ ֵשם.ּול ִפיכְָּך אָּ ְמרּו חֲ כ ִָּמים טָּ בַּ ל וְל ֹא הֻ ְחזַּק כְ ִאּלּו ל ֹא טָּ בַּ ל
ְ .ִהיא וְהַּ ָּדבָּ ר ָּּתלּוי ְב ַּכ ָּּונַּת הַּ ּלֵ ב
ֶשהַּ ְמ ַּכּוֵן ִלבֹו ְלטַּ הֵ ר כֵיוָּן ֶשטָּ בַּ ל טָּ הֹור וְאַּ ף עַּ ל ִּפי ֶשּל ֹא נִ ְתחַּ ֵדש ְבגּופֹו ָּדבָּ ר כְָּך הַּ ְמ ַּכּוֵן ִלבֹו לְ טַּ הֵ ר נ ְַּפשֹו ִמטֻ ְמאֹות
.אֹותן הָּ עֵ צֹות וְהֵ ִביא נ ְַּפשֹו ְב ֵמי הַּ ַּדעַּ ת טָּ הֹור
ָּ ֵ כֵיוָּן ֶש ִה ְסכִ ים ְב ִלבֹו ִלפְ רש מ.הַּ נְ פָּ שֹות ֶשהֵ ן ַּמ ְח ְשבֹות הָּ אָּ וֶן ו ְֵדעֹות הָּ ָּרעֹות
."ּומכָּל גִ ּלּולֵ יכֶם אֲ טַּ הֵ ר אֶ ְתכֶם
ִ אֹותיכֶם
ֵ ּוטהַּ ְר ֶּתם ִמכל טֻ ְמ
ְ הֹורים
ִ כה" ) ְוז ַָּּר ְק ִּתי עֲלֵ יכֶם מַּ יִם ְט-אֹומר (יחזקאל לו
ֵ הֲ ֵרי הּוא
:הַּ ֵשם ְב ַּרחֲ ָּמיו הָּ ַּר ִבים ִמכָּל חֵ ְטא עָּ ֹון וְאַּ ְש ָּמה יְטַּ הֲ ֵרנּו אָּ מֵ ן
It is obviously clear that the laws concerning defilements and purities are biblical decrees, and not things
which the human mind can determine; they are classified as divine statutes. So too, immersion as a
means of ridding oneself from defilement is included among the divine statutes. Defilement is not mud
or filth to be removed with water, but is a matter of biblical decree; it depends on the heart's intent.
Accordingly, the sages have declared: If a man immersed himself, but without a definite purpose in view,
it is as though he had not immersed himself at all. Nevertheless, there is some ethical allusion to this:
just as one who sets his mind on becoming clean becomes clean as soon as he has immersed himself,
even though nothing new is produced in his physical being, so one who sets his mind on purifying
himself from all the spiritual defilements, namely wrongful thoughts and evil traits, becomes clean as
soon as he made up his mind to abstain from those notions, and brought his soul into the waters of
reason. Indeed, Scripture declares: "I will pour clean water over you, and you shall be clean; from all
your impurities and idolatries I will cleanse you" (Ezekiel 36:25).
Tanchuma Chukkat 8
R. Ayyevu said, “It is comparable to the son of a female slave who defiled a king's palace. The king said,
‘Let his mother come and clean up the excrement.’ Similarly has the Holy One, blessed be He, said, ‘Let a
heifer come and atone for the incident of the [golden] calf.’”
ּות ַּקנֵחַּ אֶ ת
ְ  ָּּתבֹוא ִאמֹו, אָּ ַּמר הַּ ֶמלֶ ְך. לְ בֶ ן ִש ְפחָּ ה ֶש ִטנֵף ּפַּ ְל ְט ִרין ֶשל ֶמלֶ ְך.דֹומה
ֶ  ָּמ ָּשל ְל ָּמה הַּ ָּדבָּ ר,אָּ ַּמר ַּר ִבי ִאיבֹו
.ֲשה הָּ עֵ גֶל
ֵ ּותכַּּפֵ ר עַּ ל מַּ ע
ְ  ָּּתב ֹא ּפָּ ָּרה, כְָּך אָּ ַּמר הַּ ָּקדֹוש בָּ רּוְך הּוא.הַּ צֹואָּ ה

