
Ki Tissa Parshat Parah – A tale of two cows 

 

Rashi on Shemot 31:18  

ה  .'ויתן אל משה וגו תּוֹרָּ ר בַּ ם וּמְאֻחָּ יָּה  –אֵין מֻקְדָּ בִים הָּ ן יָּמִים רַּ מִשְכָּ עֵגֶל קֹדֶם לְצִוּוּי מְלֶאכֶת הַּ עֲשֵה הָּ שֶהֲרֵי  –מַּ

לּוּחוֹת,  בְרוּ הַּ מוּז נִשְתַּּ ם בְי"ז בְתַּ ן וְהוּקַּ מִשְכָּ ת הַּ ת הִתְחִילוּ בְנִדְבַּ חֳרָּ אֵל, וּלְמָּ "ה לְיִשְרָּ בָּ קָּ ה הַּ צָּ כִפּוּרִים נִתְרַּ וּבְיוֹם הַּ

ן )תנחומא( ד בְנִיסָּ  :בְאֶחָּ

 AND HE GAVE UNTO MOSES etc. — There is no “earlier” or “later” (no chronological ויתן אל משה וגו׳

order) in the events related in the Torah: in fact the incident of the golden calf (related in ch. 31) 

happened a considerable time before the command regarding the work of the Tabernacle was given (ch. 

25 and the following chapters). For on the seventeenth of Tammuz were the Tablets broken (when the 

people were worshipping the calf) and on the Day of Atonement God became reconciled with Israel 

(after Moses had prayed 80 days for forgivenness; so that it is very unlikely that the command for the 

building of the Tabernacle should have been given before that day) and on the next day, the eleventh of 

Tishri (cf. Rashi on Exodus 33:11, at end of comment on ושב אל המחנה), they began to bring their 

contributions for the Tabernacle which was set up on the first of Nisan. (From the seventeenth of 

Tammuz until the eleventh of Tishri are almost three months — ימים רבים) (Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 

31). 

 

Shemot 33:18-20 

ָ֖א אֶת־כְ  נִי נ  ֵ֥ ר הַרְא  ֹּאמַַ֑ תִי֙ אֶת־אֲשֶ  וַי נֶַ֑יךָ וְחַנֹּ ָ֖ה לְפ  ם יְהו  ֵׁ֛ י בְש  אתִֶֽ ָ֧ ר  יךָ וְק  נֶֶ֔ ל־טוּבִי֙ עַל־פ  יר כ  י אַעֲבִִ֤ אמֶר אֲנִִ֨ ֹֹּּ֗ ךָ׃ וַי דֶֶֽ י בֹּ ן וְרִחַמְתִָ֖ חֶֹּ֔ ר א 

י׃ ֶֽ ח  ם ו  ָ֖ ד  א  נִי ה  א־יִרְאֵַ֥ ֶֹּֽ י ל ַ֑י כִֵׁ֛ נ  ת אֶת־פ  ל לִרְאֹּ  א תוּכַָ֖ ֵֹּ֥ אמֶר ל ֹֹּּ֕ ם׃ וַי ֶֽ ר אֲרַח    אֶת־אֲשֵֶ֥

He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” And He answered, “I will make all My goodness pass before 

you, and I will proclaim before you the name LORD, and the grace that I grant and the compassion that I 

show. But,” He said, “you cannot see My face, for man may not see Me and live.” 

 

Sefer Kuzari 1:97 

Now when the people had heard the proclamation of the Ten Commandments, and Moses had 

ascended the mount in order to receive the inscribed tables which he was to bring down to them, and 

then make an ark which was to be the point towards which they should direct their gaze during their 

devotions, they waited for his return…He, however, tarried forty days… Many views and opinions were 

expressed, till at last some decided to do like the other nations, and seek an object in which they could 

have faith, without, however, prejudicing the supremacy of Him who had brought them out of Egypt. On 

the contrary, this was to be something to which they could point when relating the wonders of God…We 

do the same with the sky and every other object concerning which we know that it is set in motion by 

the divine will exclusively, and not by any accident or desire of man or nature. Their sin I consisted in the 

manufacture of an image of a forbidden thing, and in attributing divine power to a creation of their own, 

something chosen by themselves without the guidance of God…There was nothing strange in the form 
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of the cherubim made by His command. In spite of these things, those who worshipped the calf were 

punished on the same day, and three thousand out of six hundred thousand were slain…  

 

Bamidbar 19:2 

ה אֲדֻמ    ִ֨ ר  לֶיךָָ֩ פ  וּ א  ל וְיִקְח  א ֹּ֗ ר ׀ אֶל־בְנ  י יִשְר  ר דַב   אמַֹּ֑ ָ֖ה ל  ֵ֥ה יְהו  ה אֲשֶר־צִוּ  ֶ֔ ת הַתוֹר  את חֻקַ  ֹֹּ֚ ר ז וּם אֲשֵֶׁ֛ ה֙ מֶ֔ ין־ב  ֶֽ ר א  ה אֲשִֶ֤ ה תְמִימ ֹּ֗

ֹּא־ ל׃ ל יה  עֶֹּֽ לֶָ֖ ה ע  ֵ֥ ל   ע 

This is the ritual law that the LORD has commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a 

red cow without blemish, in which there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid. 

 

Rambam Hilchot Mikvaot 11:12 

 משנה תורה, הלכות מקואות י״א:י״ב

ם מַּ ) דָּ עְתּוֹ שֶל אָּ רִים שֶדַּ ן מִדְבָּ כָּתוּב הֵן. וְאֵינָּ הֳרוֹת גְזֵרוֹת הַּ טָּ טֻמְאוֹת וְהַּ לוּי שֶהַּ רוּר וְגָּ ר בָּ בָּ תוֹ. וַּהֲרֵי הֵן מִכְ דָּ עָּ ל כְרָּ לַּ

חֻקִים. א גְזֵ  הַּ יִם אֶלָּּ עֲבֹר בְמַּ ה שֶתַּּ ה טִיט אוֹ צוֹאָּ טֻמְאָּ חֻקִים הוּא שֶאֵין הַּ ל הַּ טֻמְאוֹת מִכְלַּ ה מִן הַּ טְבִילָּ כָּתוּב וְכֵן הַּ ת הַּ רַּ

ל וְלאֹ הֻחְזַּק כְאִלּ בַּ מִים טָּ מְרוּ חֲכָּ ךְ אָּ לֵּב. וּלְפִיכָּ נַּת הַּ וָּּ לוּי בְכַּ ר תָּּ בָּ דָּ ר כְשֵם הִיא וְהַּ בָּ דָּ ל פִּי כֵן רֶמֶז יֵש בַּ ף עַּ ל. וְאַּ בַּ וּ לאֹ טָּ

וֵּן לִ  מְכַּ ךְ הַּ ר כָּ בָּ דֵש בְגוּפוֹ דָּ ל פִּי שֶלּאֹ נִתְחַּ ף עַּ הוֹר וְאַּ ל טָּ בַּ הֵר כֵיוָּן שֶטָּ וֵּן לִבוֹ לְטַּ מְכַּ הֵר נַּפְשוֹ מִטֻמְאוֹת שֶהַּ בוֹ לְטַּ

אָּ  חְשְבוֹת הָּ שוֹת שֶהֵן מַּ נְפָּ הוֹר. הַּ ת טָּ עַּ דַּ עֵצוֹת וְהֵבִיא נַּפְשוֹ בְמֵי הַּ ן הָּ עוֹת. כֵיוָּן שֶהִסְכִים בְלִבוֹ לִפְרש מֵאוֹתָּ רָּ וֶן וְדֵעוֹת הָּ

הֵ " (כה-יחזקאל לו)הֲרֵי הוּא אוֹמֵר  ל גִלּוּלֵיכֶם אֲטַּ רְתֶּם מִכל טֻמְאוֹתֵיכֶם וּמִכָּ יִם טְהוֹרִים וּטְהַּ קְתִּי עֲלֵיכֶם מַּ רַּ ר אֶתְכֶם". וְזָּ

מֵן הֲרֵנוּ אָּ ה יְטַּ שְמָּ וֹן וְאַּ ל חֵטְא עָּ בִים מִכָּ רַּ יו הָּ חֲמָּ שֵם בְרַּ  :הַּ

It is obviously clear that the laws concerning defilements and purities are biblical decrees, and not things 

which the human mind can determine; they are classified as divine statutes. So too, immersion as a 

means of ridding oneself from defilement is included among the divine statutes. Defilement is not mud 

or filth to be removed with water, but is a matter of biblical decree; it depends on the heart's intent. 

Accordingly, the sages have declared: If a man immersed himself, but without a definite purpose in view, 

it is as though he had not immersed himself at all. Nevertheless, there is some ethical allusion to this: 

just as one who sets his mind on becoming clean becomes clean as soon as he has immersed himself, 

even though nothing new is produced in his physical being, so one who sets his mind on purifying 

himself from all the spiritual defilements, namely wrongful thoughts and evil traits, becomes clean as 

soon as he made up his mind to abstain from those notions, and brought his soul into the waters of 

reason. Indeed, Scripture declares: "I will pour clean water over you, and you shall be clean; from all 

your impurities and idolatries I will cleanse you" (Ezekiel 36:25).  

Tanchuma Chukkat 8 

R. Ayyevu said, “It is comparable to the son of a female slave who defiled a king's palace. The king said, 

‘Let his mother come and clean up the excrement.’ Similarly has the Holy One, blessed be He, said, ‘Let a 

heifer come and atone for the incident of the [golden] calf.’” 

ב מֶלֶךְ, תָּּ ר הַּ מַּ לְטְרִין שֶל מֶלֶךְ. אָּ ה שֶטִנֵף פַּּ ר דוֹמֶה. לְבֶן שִפְחָּ בָּ דָּ ה הַּ ל לְמָּ שָּ בִי אִיבוֹ, מָּ ר רַּ מַּ נֵחַּ אֶת אָּ וֹא אִמוֹ וּתְקַּ

באֹ פָּּ  רוּךְ הוּא, תָּּ דוֹש בָּ קָּ ר הַּ מַּ ךְ אָּ ה. כָּ צוֹאָּ עֵגֶלהַּ עֲשֵה הָּ ל מַּ פֵּר עַּ ה וּתְכַּ  .רָּ

file:///C:/Mishneh%20Torah,%20Immersion%20Pools%2011:12


 

 


