Tazriah-Metzorah 5781 — The messiness of life
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Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah; but since his sons were in the field with his cattle,
Jacob kept silent until they came home.
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Jacob’s sons answered Shechem and his father Hamor—speaking with guile because he had defiled
their sister Dinah—
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Of every clean animal you shall take seven pairs, males and their mates, and of every animal that is not
clean, two, a male and its mate;

Rashi Bereshit 7:2
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CLEAN—It means those cattle which will in future be permitted to Israel as clean; we thus learn that
Noah studied the Torah. SEVEN AND SEVEN — so many, in order that he might offer some of them as a
sacrifice when leaving the Ark (Genesis Rabbah 34:9).

Vayikra 12:2
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Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at childbirth bears a male, she shall be unclean
seven days; she shall be unclean as at the time of her menstrual infirmity. —

Vayikra 13:2
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When a person has on the skin of his body a swelling, a rash, or a discoloration, and it develops into a
scaly affection on the skin of his body, it shall be reported to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the
priests.
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Devarim Rabbah 6:8

Rabbi Chanina said: Plagues of tzaraat come only on account of lashon ha'ra (speaking slander). For, as
the sages said, you can see for yourself that such plagues come on account of lashon ha'ra. Even the
righteous Miriam, who spoke lashon ha'ra of her brother Moses- plagues clung to her. How do we know
this? As it says in Deuteronomy 25: "Remember what the Lord your God did unto Miriam."
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi Yohanan says: Leprous marks come and afflict a person for
seven sinful matters: For malicious speech, for bloodshed, for an oath taken in vain, for forbidden sexual
relations, for arrogance, for theft, and for stinginess.

Rashi Vayikra 14:34

WHEN YOU COME TO THE LAND ...]I WILL PUT THE PLAGUE OF THE LEPROSY — This was an
announcement to them that these plagues would come upon them (Sifra, Metzora, Section 5 4; Horayot
10a), because the Amorites concealed treasures of gold in the walls of their houses during the whole 40
years the Israelites were in the wilderness in order that these might not possess them when they
conquered Palestine, and in consequence of the plague they would pull down the house and discover
them (Leviticus Rabbah 17:6).
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