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1) Exodus Chapter 19

(16) It happened on the third day, when it was morning, that
there were thunder and lightning, and a thick cloud on the
mountain, and the sound of an exceedingly loud trumpet; and
all the people who were in the camp trembled. (17) Moses
led the people out of the camp to meet God; and they stood
at the lower part of the mountain.
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2) Exodus Chapter 20

(15) All the people perceived the thundering, the lightning,
the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking. When
the people saw it, they trembled, and stayed at a distance.
(16) They said to Moses, “Speak with us yourself, and we will
listen; but don’t let God speak with us, lest we die.” (17)
Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, for God has
come to test you, and that his fear may be before you, that
you won’t sin.” (18) The people stayed at a distance, and
Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.
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3) Deuteronomy Chapter 5

(20) It happened, when you heard the voice out of the midst
of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire,
that you came near to me, even all the heads of your tribes,
and your elders; (21) and you said, “Behold, Hashem our God
has shown us his glory and his greatness, and we have heard
his voice out of the midst of the fire: we have seen this day
that God does speak with man, and he lives. (22) Now
therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume
us: if we hear the voice of Hashem our God any more, then
we shall die. (23) For who is there of all flesh, that has heard
the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of the
fire, as we have, and lived? (24) Go near, and hear all that
Hashem our God shall say: and tell us all that Hashem our God
shall tell you; and we will hear it, and do it.” (25) Hashem
heard the voice of your words, when you spoke to me; and
Hashem said to me, “I have heard the voice of the words of
this people, which they have spoken to you: they have well
said all that they have spoken. (26) Oh that there were such a
heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my
commandments always, that it might be well with them, and
with their children forever!
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4) Deuteronomy Chapter 31
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(9) Moses wrote this law, and delivered it to the priests the
sons of Levi, who bore the ark of the covenant of Hashem,
and to all the elders of Israel. (10) Moses commanded
them, saying, “At the end of every seven years, in the set
time of the year of release, in the feast of tents, (11) when
all Israel has come to appear before Hashem your God in
the place which He shall choose, you shall read this law
before all Israel in their hearing. (12) Assemble the people,
the men and the women and the little ones, and your
foreigner who is within your gates, that they may hear,
and that they may learn, and fear Hashem your God, and
observe to do all the words of this law; (13) and that their
children, who have not known, may hear, and learn to
fear Hashem your God, as long as you live in the land
where you go over the Jordan to possess it.”
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5) Exodus Chapter 9

(18) "Behold, tomorrow about this time | will cause to rain a
very heavy hail, such as has not been in Egypt since the day it
was founded even until now. (19) Now therefore command
that all of your livestock and all that you have in the field be
brought into shelter. Every man and animal that is found in
the field, and isn’t brought home, the hail shall come down on
them, and they shall die." (20) Those who feared the word of
Hashem among the servants of Pharaoh made their servants
and their livestock flee into the houses. (21) Whoever didn’t
respect the word of Hashem left his servants and his
livestock in the field....

(23) Moses stretched out his rod toward the heavens, and
Hashem sent thunder, hail, and lightning flashed down to the
earth. Hashem rained hail on the land of Egypt......

(27) Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said to
them, “I have sinned this time. Hashem is righteous, and | and
my people are wicked. (28) Pray to Hashem; for there has
been enough of mighty thundering and hail. | will let you go,
and you shall stay no longer.” (29) Moses said to him, “As soon
as | have gone out of the city, | will spread abroad my hands to
Hashem. The thunders shall cease, neither shall there be any
more hail; that you may know that the earth is Hashem'’s. (30)
But as for you and your servants, | know that you don’t yet
fear Hashem, God.” ............

(34) When Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the
thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his
heart, he and his servants.
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| 6) Kings 1, Chapter 19
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(8) He arose and ate and drank; and with the strength from
that meal he walked forty days and forty nights as far as the
mountain of God at Horeb. (9) There he went into a cave, and
there he spent the night. Then the word of the LORD came to
him. He said to him, “Why are you here, Elijah?” (10) He
replied, “I am moved by zeal for the LORD, the God of Hosts,
for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your
altars, and put Your prophets to the sword. | alone am left, and
they are out to take my life.” (11) “Come out,” He called, “and
stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And lo, the LORD
passed by. There was a great and mighty wind, splitting
mountains and shattering rocks by the power of the LORD; but
the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind—an earthquake;
but the LORD was not in the earthquake. (12) After the
earthquake—fire; but the LORD was not in the fire. And after
the fire—a soft silent sound. (13) When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his mantle about his face and went out and stood at
the entrance of the cave. Then a voice addressed him: “Why
are you here, Elijah?” (14) He answered, “I am moved by zeal
for the LORD, the God of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken
Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and have put Your
prophets to the sword. | alone am left, and they are out to
take my life.”
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8) Maimonides (Mishneh Torah)

Foundational Laws of the Torah, Chapter 2

1 - It is mandatory to love and fear this Glorified and
Awe-inspiring God, for it is said: "You shall love the Lord your
God" (Deut. 6,5); and as it is said: "The Lord your God you shall
fear." (Ibid. 6, 13).

2 - But how may one discover the way to love and fear Him?
When man will reflect concerning His works, and His great and
wonderful creatures and will behold through them His
wonderful, matchless and infinite wisdom, he will
spontaneously be filled with love, praise and exaltation and
become possessed of a great longing to know the Great Name,
even as David said: "My soul thirsts for God, for the living God,"
(Psalms 42:2); and when he will think of all these matters, he
will be taken aback in a moment and stricken with awe, and
realize that he is an infinitesimal creature, humble and dark,
standing with an insignificant and slight knowledge in the
presence of the All Wise, as David said: "For when | see Your
heavens, the wonderful works of Your fingers - what is man that
You remember him?" (lbid. 8:4).
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9) Nachmanides — Introduction to the Torah
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In the name of the great G-d, and The fearful, | will begin
to write novel interpretations in the explanation of the
Torah — with terror, with fear, with trembling, with sweat
and with dread; Praying and confessing with a contrite
heart and broken spirit; asking forgiveness, seeking
pardon and atonement; with bowing, with kneeling, with
prostration until all of the vertebrae of the spine seem to
be loosened. And my soul knows with absolute certainty
that the egg of the ant is not as small in comparison to
the outermost sphere as my little wisdom and brief
knowledge are compared to the secrets of the Torah that
are hidden in her house and concealed in her room. For
every precious thing and every wonder, every profound
mystery and all glorious wisdom are stored up with her,
sealed in her treasure; by a hint, by a word, in writing and
in speaking. Just as the prophet, who was adorned with
royal garments and a crown, the anointed one of the G-d
of Jacob, the author of the sweetest of songs, said: “I
have seen an end to every purpose, but your
commandments are exceedingly broad.” Furthermore it is
written: “Your testimonies are wondrous; therefore my
soul has guarded them. But what shall | do?! — Since my
soul craves for Torah, and she is in my heart as a
consuming, burning fire, in my kidneys restrained; to go
forth in the footsteps of the former ones, the lions of the
group, the exalted of the generations, the men of might; to
enter with them in the “thickness of the beam;” to write,
as they did, explanations of the verses and midrashic
interpretations, on the commandments and on the
homilies, “ordered in all things and sure.”

And G-d, Who alone | shall fear — He shall save me from
“the day of wrath.” He shall keep me from mistakes and
from all sin and transgression; and he shall lead me in the
straight path and open for us the gates of light. He shall
deem us worthy to see “the day of good tidings,” as it is
written: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of the messenger of good tidings, who announces peace;
the harbinger of good tidings who announces salvation;
that says to Zion: Your G-d reigns.” “Your word is greatly
refined, and Your servant loves it; Your righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness; and Your law is Truth. Your
testimonies are righteous forever. Give me understanding
and | shall live.”
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10) Proverbs Chapter 22

4) On the heel of humility is fear of Hashem, wealth, honor
and life.

Rashi — Fear of HaShem comes as a result of humility;
alternatively, humility is central and fear is subordinate to
it, a heel to be stepped on by the foot.

Malbim — Humility stems from perceiving the greatness of
the Creator — His great power and the reality that he
created, to the point where one realizes that he is
negligible compared to even a fraction of creation. Even if
one were to attain, in this world, royalty, wisdom and
courage and all other sublime qualities, he should know
that he is like a small ant in comparison to the Great King
Who stands over him...And this awareness inevitably
brings fear of G-d — that one fears doing anything contrary
to His will, as the Rema wrote: "l place G-d always opposite

me.

Shulchan Arukh — Orach Chayim, Siman 1

1-..... Rema - "| place G-d always before me (Psalms
15:8)." This is a fundamental principle of the Torah and a
sublime quality of the righteous who walk before G-d. The
way one sits, moves and engages in his various activities,
when alone in his home, is not comparable to the way he
behaves when he is the presence of a great king; the way
he speaks and opens his mouth widely, when he is together
with his family members and friends, is not comparable to
his speech in the presence of the king. How much more so,
if one sets to his heart, that the Great King, the Holy One,
blessed be He, Whose Glory fills the Earth, stands upon him
and sees all of his actions, as it is written: "If a man is
hidden in a secret place, will | not see him, says HaShem?!!
(Jeremiah 23:24), there will immediately come to him the
fear and the humility of the dread of HaShem and the
constant shame before Him; consequently, he will not be
embarrassed when people ridicule him for serving G-d, may
He be Blessed. Even when one is walking alone or lying in
bed, he should have the awareness before Whom he is
sleeping. As soon as one wakes up, he should get up
diligently to serve his Creator, may He be blessed and
elevated.
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| 11) Tractate Avot — Chapter 2 |
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1 - Rabi said...... Contemplate upon three things and
you will never come to sin. Know what is above you: 1)
An eye that sees, 2) An ear that hears, and 3) All of
your actions are written in a book.

Tractate Sotah — Chapter 9

15 — When Rabi died, humility and fear of sin ceased
to exist ..... Rabbi Pinchas b. Yair said: Diligence brings
one to cleanliness ...... humility brings one to fear of
sin

The Path of the Just — Chapter 23

The way to acquiring humility — There are two things
that acclimatize one towards humility: regularity and
contemplation.... Contemplation is with respect to a
number of matters: 1) "Know from where you came,
to where you are going and before Whom you will give
an accounting (Avot 3:1) ...... 2) The topsy-turvy
nature of events e.g. how easy it is for a wealthy
person to become poor..... What tends to undermine
this [contemplation] is the abundance and satiety of
all the good in the world. But even more problematic
is folly and lack of true knowledge, for one sees that
hubris is to be primarily found by the greatest of fools.
Additionally, humility is undermined when one
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attaches himself to fawning people and hypocrites.
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12) Genesis — Chapter 18

(23) Abraham came forward and said, “Will You sweep
away the innocent along with the guilty? (24) What if there
should be fifty innocent within the city; will You then wipe
out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent
fifty who are in it? (25) Far be it from You to do such a
thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the
guilty, so that innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from
You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” (26)
And the LORD answered, “If | find within the city of Sodom
fifty innocent ones, | will forgive the whole place for their
sake.” (27) Abraham spoke up, saying, “Here | venture to
speak to my Lord, | who am but dust and ashes: (28) What
if the fifty innocent should lack five? Will You destroy the
whole city for want of the five?”.......

Chapter 20

(2) Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So
King Abimelech of Gerar had Sarah brought to him. (3) But
God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to
him, “You are to die because of the woman that you have
taken, for she is a married woman.” (4) Now Abimelech
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had not approached her. He said, “O Lord, will You slay
people even though innocent? (5) He himself said to me,
‘She is my sister!” And she also said, ‘He is my brother’
When | did this, my heart was blameless and my hands
were clean.” (6) And God said to him in the dream, “I
knew that you did this with a blameless heart, and so |
kept you from sinning against Me. That was why | did not
let you touch her. (7) Therefore, restore the man’s
wife—since he is a prophet, he will intercede for you—to
save your life. If you fail to restore her, know that you shall
die, you and all that are yours.” (8) Early next morning,
Abimelech called his servants and told them all that had
happened; and the men were greatly frightened. (9) Then
Abimelech summoned Abraham and said to him, “What
have you done to us? What wrong have | done that you
should bring so great a guilt upon me and my kingdom?
You have done to me things that ought not to be done.
(10) What, then,” Abimelech demanded of Abraham, “was
your purpose in doing this thing?” (11) “I thought,” said
Abraham, “surely there is no fear of God in this place, and
they will kill me because of my wife.

Chapter 22

(10) And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son. 11)
Then an angel of the LORD called to him from heaven:
“Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered, “Here | am.” (12)
And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do
anything to him. For now | know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from
Me.”
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