Ekev 5781 — Memory as a constructive process

Devarim 8:2-5

7122732 WWX™NS Ny T? SNeI? AN 1WAY T3TR2 MIY DOPIN L TN M 927290 WK 771077270y AN

AW DY L TREI XD 793 7y 1073 K7 An7nt oTNg M Mmoo Kyin9270y 3 oinn i 1127
II9R P T 15NN WX 92 WK °3 33770y YT

Remember the long way that the LORD your God has made you travel in the wilderness these
past forty years, that He might test you by hardships to learn what was in your hearts: whether
you would keep His commandments or not. He subjected you to the hardship of hunger and then
gave you manna to eat, which neither you nor your fathers had ever known, in order to teach you
that man does not live on bread alone, but that man may live on anything that the LORD decrees.
The clothes upon you did not wear out, nor did your feet swell these forty years. Bear in mind
that the LORD your God disciplines you just as a man disciplines his son.

Devarim 8:10
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When you have eaten your fill, give thanks to the LORD your God for the good land which He has given
you.

Ramban Devarim 8:10
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AND THOU SHALT EAT AND BE SATISFIED, AND BLESS THE ETERNAL THY G-D FOR THE GOOD LAND. He is
stating that when you remember the bondag in Egypt and the affliction in the wilderness, and you will
eat and be satisfied in the good Land, you will bless G-d for it. And our Rabbis have received by tradition
that this is a positive commandment,

Devarim 8:17-20

...and you say to yourselves, “My own power and the might of my own hand have won this
wealth for me.” Remember that it is the LORD your God who gives you the power to get wealth,
in fulfillment of the covenant that He made on oath with your fathers, as is still the case. If you
do forget the LORD your God and follow other gods to serve them or bow down to them, I warn
you this day that you shall certainly perish; like the nations that the LORD will cause to perish
before you, so shall you perish—because you did not heed the LORD your God.
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Sefer Ba’al Shem Tov Devarim Parshat Ekev

As it is with an individual, so it is with humanity — exile flows from forgetting and redemption from
remembering. “The words of a wise man’s mouth find favor...” (Kohelet 10:12)
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