Pardes From Jerusalem:
Parashat Chayei Sarah

Rashi on Genesis 24:42:1

017 Xax1 AND [ CAME THIS DAY
— Today I started on my journey and
today I have arrived here. Hence we
may infer that the earth (the road)
shrunk for him (i. e. that the journey
was shortened in a miraculous
manner) (Sanhedrin 95a). R. Acha
said: The ordinary conversation of
the patriarchs' servants is more
pleasing to God than even the Torah
(religious discourse) of their
children, for the chapter of Eliezer
(the account of his journey) is
repeated in the Torah (i. e. it is
written once as a narrative and again
repeated as part of the conversation
of the patriarch’s servant) whereas
many important principles of the
Law are derived only from slight

indications given in the Text
(Genesis Rabbah 60:8).

Genesis 24:10-28

(10) Then the servant took ten of his
master’s camels and set out, taking
with him all the bounty of his
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master; and he made his way to
Aram-naharaim, to the city of
Nahor. (11) He made the camels
kneel down by the well outside the
city, at evening time, the time when
women come out to draw water. (12)
And he said, “O LORD, God of my
master Abraham, grant me good
fortune this day, and deal graciously
with my master Abraham: (13) Here
I stand by the spring as the daughters
of the townsmen come out to draw
water; (14) let the maiden to whom I
say, Please, lower your jar that [ may
drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink, and I
will also water your camels'—let her
be the one whom You have decreed
for Your servant Isaac. Thereby shall
[ know that You have dealt
graciously with my master.” (15) He
had scarcely finished speaking, when
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel,
the son of Milcah the wife of
Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out
with her jar on her shoulder. (16)
The maiden was very beautiful, a
virgin whom no man had known.
She went down to the spring, filled
her jar, and came up. (17) The
servant ran toward her and said,
“Please, let me sip a little water from
your jar.” (18) “Drink, my lord,” she
said, and she quickly lowered her jar
upon her hand and let him drink.
(19) When she had let him drink his
fill, she said, “I will also draw for
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your camels, until they finish
drinking.” (20) Quickly emptying her
jar into the trough, she ran back to
the well to draw, and she drew for all
his camels. (21) The man,
meanwhile, stood gazing at her,
silently wondering whether the
LORD had made his errand
successful or not. (22) When the
camels had finished drinking, the
man took a gold nose-ring weighing
a half-shekel, and two gold bands for
her arms, ten shekels in weight. (23)
“Pray tell me,” he said, “whose
daughter are you? Is there room in
your father’s house for us to spend
the night?” (24) She replied, “I am the
daughter of Bethuel the son of
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.”
(25) And she went on, “There is
plenty of straw and feed at home,
and also room to spend the night.”
(26) The man bowed low in homage
to the LORD (27) and said, “Blessed
be the LORD, the God of my master
Abraham, who has not withheld His
steadfast faithfulness from my
master. For [ have been guided on
my errand by the LORD, to the
house of my master’s kinsmen.” (28)
The maiden ran and told all this to
her mother’s household.
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Genesis 18:1-8

(1) The LORD appeared to him by
the terebinths of Mamre; he was
sitting at the entrance of the tent as
the day grew hot. (2) Looking up, he
saw three men standing near him. As
soon as he saw them, he ran from the
entrance of the tent to greet them
and, bowing to the ground, (3) he
said, “My lords, if it please you, do
not go on past your servant. (4) Let a
little water be brought; bathe your
feet and recline under the tree. (5)
And let me fetch a morsel of bread
that you may refresh yourselves; then
go on—seeing that you have come
your servant’s way.” They replied,
“Do as you have said.” (6) Abraham
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and
said, “Quick, three seahs of choice
flour! Knead and make cakes!” (7)
Then Abraham ran to the herd, took
a calf, tender and choice, and gave it
to a servant-boy, who hastened to
prepare it. (8) He took curds and
milk and the calf that had been
prepared and set these before them;
and he waited on them under the
tree as they ate.

Genesis 24:5-8

(5) And the servant said to him,
“What if the woman does not
consent to follow me to this land,
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shall I then take your son back to the
land from which you came?” (6)
Abraham answered him, “On no
account must you take my son back
there! (7) The LORD, the God of
heaven, who took me from my
father’s house and from my native
land, who promised me on oath,
saying, ‘I will assign this land to your
offspring'—He will send His angel
before you, and you will get a wife
for my son from there. (8) And if the
woman does not consent to follow
you, you shall then be clear of this
oath to me; but do not take my son

back there.”

Genesis 24:37-38

(37) Now my master made me swear,
saying, ‘You shall not get a wife for
my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites in whose land I dwell;
(38) but you shall go to my father’s
house, to my kindred, and get a wife
for my son.’

Genesis 12:1

(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go
forth from your native land and from
your father’s house to the land that I
will show you.
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Genesis 24:58

(58) They called Rebekah and said to
her, “Will you go with this man?”
And she said, “I will.”

Joshua 24:2-3

(2) Then Joshua said to all the
people, “Thus said the LORD, the
God of Israel: In olden times, your
forefathers—Terah, father of
Abraham and father of Nahor—lived
beyond the Euphrates and worshiped
other gods. (3) But I took your father
Abraham from beyond the Euphrates
and led him through the whole land
of Canaan and multiplied his
offspring. I gave him Isaac,

Bereishit Rabbah 63:4
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Genesis 24:60

(60) And they blessed Rebekah and
said to her,

“O sister!

May you grow

Into thousands of myriads;

May your offspring seize

The gates of their foes.”

Genesis 22:17

(17) I will bestow My blessing upon
you and make your descendants as
numerous as the stars of heaven and
the sands on the seashore; and your
descendants shall seize the gates of
their foes.
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