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TO DWELL WITHIN THEM

Teachings on the Weekly Torah Readings
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“There is no passage in the Torah that cannot be brought back to life, if only we had the strength to interpret it.”
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D'N7X X2 N'WRI Torah begins with the secrets of Creation. Its opening verse is filled with puzzles. Bereshit seems
like a semikhut or construct form, to be linked to a noun following it. But the next word is a verb. Elohim, which looks
like a plural noun, is paired with a singular verb. Why the definite articles? Et ha-shamayim ve -et ha-arets, rather than
shamayim va-arets, meaning “the heaven and the earth?” Might there be others?

RaSHI reads the first two words as bereshit bero, “As God began to create.” But of course! Creation is an ongoing
process, one that is still taking place. Even now, in this very moment, Y-H-W-H is breathing existence into all that is.
Our greatest teaching is that with which Torah opens: We live in a created world. That is not primarily a statement
about planetary origins, billions of years ago. It is a faith that the entire world and every process that sustains it, that
which we usually see as “nature,” is fraught with divine mystery. Torah, which means “teaching,” is a guidebook to
discovering that truth and living in response to it. That is why it begins with this tale of Creation. We need to hear this
message, now more than ever.

The Targum renders the opening word of Torah as be-hokhmata, “through wisdom.” The holy Zohar then reverses the
subject-object order of the verse: “Through wisdom did the Hidden Source - unknown, mysterious, beyond language —
create Elohim.” That One brought forth a single God in plural form, the One now appearing with many faces. Elohim:
As soon as there was a world, there were multiple pathways to Truth. This multi-faced God was the first creation,
emerging out of mystery. Your God, my God, God as | need to imagine Him/Her/It today, the God | will need to
encounter tomorrow — they are all One.

Et, says the Talmud, always comes to add something. Et the heaven and et the earth includes everything that is ever to
exist within them. The word is written with two letters, aleph and tav, the first and the last. If everything was created
by divine speech, says an old Midrash, all was formed by the letters of the alphabet. It is all part of the One.

INN NN YIRNI “The earth” — as long as existence is only earthly, material, it is tohu, “chaotic” — without meaning. But
then you discover bo hu, that the hidden One is in fact hidden right there within it, or within you, that the spirit of God

is hovering over your own inner Torah, the “waters” that rise up from within you.

AR ' D'N7X KR The next step is finding a spiritual language. As the Me’or ‘Eynayim reads it: “When you say Elohim,
you create light.”

But then you come to realize that it was there all along, before the words. “A light that already was.” You are noticing a
light that was there all along.

Welcome to Torah. Torah or. The teaching is light.



	״אֶת,״ אומר התלמוד, תמיד בא לרַבות.  את השמים ואת הארץ״ – לרבות כל בריאה שתתהווה בתוכם, מעתה ועד עולם.  באותיות התורה נברא העולם, מאותיות אל״ף עד תי״ו. אם כן, ״את״ כולל את הכל. כל מה שיֵצא מהדיבור האלוהי הוא חלק מן האחד.

