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Isaac and Rebecca: The Original "Meet-Cute" | Aviva Golbert

Scenario in which two individuals are brought together in some unlikely, zany,
destined-to-fall-in-love-and-be-together-forever sort of way (the more unusual,

the better).

The way the characters meet in "Serendipity” or "When Harry Met Sally” or at least

half the romantic comedies out there.

(urbandictionary.com)

Genesis 24:54-67
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54Then he and the men with him ate and drank, and they
spent the night. When they arose next morning, he said,
“Give me leave to go to my master.” 55 But her brother
and her mother said, “Let the girl remain with us some
ten days; then you may go.” 5 ¢ He said to them, “Do not
delay me, now that the Lord has made my errand
successful. Give me leave that I may go to my

master.”57 And they said, “Let us call the girl and ask for
her reply.” 52 They called Rebecca and said to her, “Will
you go with this man?” And she said, “I will.” 59 So they
sent off their sister Rebecca and her nurse along with
Abraham’s servant and his men. ¢ © And they blessed
Rebecca and said to her,

“O sister!
May you grow into thousands of myriads;
May your offspring seize the gates of their foes.”

61Then Rebecca and her maids arose, mounted the
camels, and followed the man. So the servant took
Rebecca and went on his way.

62Tsaac had just come back from the vicinity of Beer-
lahai-roi; he himself was settled in the region of the
Negeb.¢ 3 And Isaac went out walking in the field toward
evening and, looking up, he saw camels

approaching.® 4 Raising her eyes, Rebecca saw Isaac. She
alighted from the camel ¢5 and said to the servant, “Who
is that man walking in the field toward us?” And the
servant said, “That is my master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself. ¢ © The servant told Isaac all the things
that he had done. ¢7Isaac then brought her into the tent
of his mother Sarah, and he took Rebecca as his wife.
Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after his mother’s
death.
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Genesis 24:63-65
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63 And Isaac went out walking in the field toward
evening and, looking up, he saw camels approaching.
64 Raising her eyes, Rebecca saw Isaac. She alighted
from the camel ¢5 and said to the servant, “Who is that
man walking in the field toward us?” and the servant
said, “That is my master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself.
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Rabbi David Kimchi - Genesis 24:63
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Prx° X¥* — He walked out of the town where he had
stopped off to spend the night. Coincidentally, he went
on the same road on which Rebecca was traveling. And
he went out Jwa MIWY, that is, to walk among the
bushes.
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Rabbi David Kimchi - Genesis 24:63
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999 NYI5Y X¥" - at the time when the sun “turns” (M)
down towards the horizon. This is the time of day when
many people go for a walk among the shrubs and bushes.
While [Isaac] was thus walking in the meadow, he raised his
eyes and saw camels coming, and he stepped out of the
meadow towards them, to check if it was the servant
[returning]. This is what Rebecca meant when she referred
to the man who was walking 1nx1p% (verse 65). She thought
in her heart: Maybe this is Isaac!, since he was walking
towards them, and so she asked the servant who he was.
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Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki - Genesis 24:64
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11X DX XN — She saw how elegant, refined,

impressive he was and gazed at him in astonishment
(Genesis Rabba 60:15).
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Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki - Genesis 24:64
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Yon9 — She let herself slide towards the ground...
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Genesis 24: 59, 61
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59 So they sent off their sister Rebecca and her nurse
along with Abraham’s servant and his men... ¢*Then
Rebecca and her maids arose, mounted the camels, and
followed the man. So the servant took Rebecca and
went on his way.
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So is the Isaac and Rebecca story the original meet-cute?

Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki - Genesis 24:67, 68
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IR T 7978 — He brought her into the tent and she
became exactly like his mother Sarah — that is to say,
behold, she was Sarah, his mother. For while Sarah
was living, a light had been burning in the tent from
one Sabbath eve to the next, there was always a
blessing in the dough (a miraculous increase) and a
cloud was always hanging over the tent (as a divine
protection), but since her death all these had stopped.
However, when Rebecca came, they reappeared
(Genesis Rabba 60:16)

9K "INR — After his mother’s death — It is natural that
while a man’s mother is living he is wrapped up in her,
but when she dies he finds comfort in his wife (Pirke
deRabbi Eliezer 32).
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STRANGE PIECE OF INFORMATION #1

Genesis 25:1-11
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t Abraham took another wife, whose name was
Keturah. 2She bore him Zimram, Jokshan, Medan,
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan begot Sheba and
Dedan. The descendants of Dedan were the Asshurim,
the Letushim, and the Leummim. 4 The descendants of
Midian were Ephah, Epher, Enoch, Abida, and Eldaah.
All these were descendants of Keturah. 5 Abraham
willed all that he owned to Isaac; ¢ but to Abraham’s
sons by concubines Abraham gave gifts while he was
still living, and he sent them away from his son Isaac
eastward, to the land of the East.

7This was the total span of Abraham’s life: one
hundred and seventy-five years. 8 And Abraham
breathed his last, dying at a good ripe age, old and
contented; and he was gathered to his kin. ¢ His sons
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of
Machpelah, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the
Hittite, facing Mamre, ' © the field that Abraham had
bought from the Hittites; there Abraham was buried,
and Sarah his wife. 1+ After the death of Abraham, God
blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac settled near Beer-
lahai-roi.
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STRANGE PIECE OF INFORMATION #2

Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki - Genesis 25:1
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1P - This is Hagar. She was named Keturah because
her deeds were as lovely as incense (ketoreth) (Genesis
Rabba 61:4), and because she tied off her opening, so
she could not couple with anyone from the time that
she separated from Abraham.
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STRANGE PIECE OF INFORMATION #3

Genesis 24:62
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62]Jsaac had just come back from the vicinity of Beer-
lahai-roi; he himself was settled in the region of the
Negeb.
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Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki - Genesis 24:62
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"X °11Y IX2 X127 — For he had gone there to bring
Hagar back to Abraham that he might take her again as
his wife.
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Genesis 16:11-15
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11The angel of the Lord said to her further,
“Behold, you are with child

And shall bear a son;

You shall call him Ishmael,

For the Lord has paid heed to your suffering.

12 He shall be a wild ass of a man;

His had against everyone,

And everyone’s hand against him;

He shall dwell alongside of all his kinsmen.”

13 And she called the Lord who spoke to her, “You Are
El-roi,” by which she meant, “Have I not gone on seeing
after He saw me!” * 4 Therefore the well was called
Beer-lahai-roi; it is between Kadesh and Bered. —

15 Hagar bore a son to Abram, and Abram gave the son
that Hagar bore him the name

Ishmael. * ¢ Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar
Bore Ishmael to Abram.
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STRANGE PIECE OF INFORMATION #4

Genesis 24: 59
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59 So they sent off their sister Rebecca and her nurse
along with Abraham’s servant and his men.
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Rabbi Samuel David Luzzatto - Genesis 24:59

0" " N'wxa -7"Tw 15

ABRIN — From her childhood (Ibn Ezra); and it seems
that nurses would stay in the homes of the wealthy with
their charges (even after they grew up), [in a
relationship] of love and friendship. It was not that
[Rebecca’s family] sent the nurse to serve her as a
servant. [We know this] because they had already sent
with her her maids (verse 61).
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Rabbi David Zvi Hoffman - Genesis 24:59
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AP -NXRY — Important families would retain a nurse.
The name of this nurse was Deborah, and later on she
would accompany Jacob, Rebecca’s favorite son.
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