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The Pardes Parsha Discussion by Rabbi Alex Israel
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Chaye Sara: The “Conversation” in the Field

®3 |saac went out to the field towards
evening to converse in the field;
Looking up, he saw camels
approaching. ®* Looking up, Rebekah
saw lIsaac. She alighted from the
camel ®°and said to the servant, “Who
is that man walking in the field toward
us?” And the servant said, “That is my
master.” So she took her veil and
covered herself... %’Isaac then
brought her into the tent of his mother
Sarah, and he took Rebekah as his
wife. Isaac loved her, and thus found
comfort after his mother's death.
(Genesis/Bereshit 24:63-67)
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This is a touching scene. Yitzchak is in the field. He looks up and sees a
caravan in the distance. At the same moment, Rivka, riding on the camel,
looks up and sees a distinguished looking man in the field. It is Yitzchak, the
man she is to marry. The Torah then speaks of Yitzchak’s love for Rivka, and
the emotional support that she gave to Yitzchak.

But what was Yitzchak doing in the field? The Torah says that he was

“conversing”. What could this mean?

The Talmud suggests say that Yitzchak was praying. He was “conversing”

with God:

Isaac instituted the afternoon prayer, as it says, “Isaac went out to
meditate in the field towards evening”, and ‘meditation’ means prayer,
as it says, “A prayer of the afflicted ... he pours out his
meditation/conversation before the Lord”. (Berachot 26a)
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Questions for Discussion

1. Why was Isaac praying? Was it a regular thing or something specific that
was on his mind?

2. The Torah says that Isaac “went out to the field towards evening “niw'? — to
speak/converse/meditate”

e |Is there anything specific about that specific time — late afternoon - that
might stimulate prayer?

e |s there something special about this particular location — a field - that
might make it a suitable venue for Isaac to pray?

e Have you ever felt that special moment or place stimulate prayer?

e Have you ever davened on a mountaintop or in nature and felt that
your prayer has more meaning? Why do people sometimes feel that
way?

3. The Talmud talks of Isaac as the founder of the afternoon prayer — mincha
— after all, he was praying “toward evening”.

e Do you daven/pray mincha?

e Isit easy to stop life midday to pray? Why should we interrupt our day
to pray? Is this not a time in which | am distracted by my daily
activities?

4. Or possibly, Yitzchak knew that his slave was on a mission to find a wife for
him, and he was praying for a “shidduch”! Here are the words of Seforno:

"Yitzhak went to meditate in the field: He went off the path in order to
'pour out his conversation' to God. [He chose to pray specifically in] the
field so that he would not be distracted by passers-by... and even before
he prayed, he was answered [by Rivka's arrival.]"

Do we pray when we need something urgently? If so, why should we pray on
a daily basis?

Interestingly, several of our key commentators suggest that Yitzchak wasn’t in
the field to pray at all!

Rashbam — To plant trees and to n"avN
supervise his workers N'Y 721 MDD - NTWA NIWYT 7nx' 171
111y NIXT71I NNR7'R NYL7 NI .NTYUN

1"72v19

Ibn Ezra — To walk amongst the NITY AN
plants (n'w) .0'N'YUN |2 277 nIvY? (20)

@ _Elmad
TN7NX Access more Pardes learning at elmad.pardes.org



Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

According to these commentators, the word niw'? does not imply conversation,
but rather a “plant” a n'w which is phonetically connected to nn'w as in
‘conversation”. Thus Isaac is in the field to walk amongst the foliage, or to
supervise his farm; after all Isaac, unlike his father, is a farmer (see 26:12-14)

But there are two problems here. Why should the Torah mention that Isaac
was taking an evening stroll, or surveying his fields? Is this an important
detail? A second relates to Hebrew grammar: We find n'w as a noun, but
never as a verb — niw7. And so, Hazal, followed by Rashi, Ramban, Sephorno
and others suggest that although the Torah does not specify to whom Isaac is
speaking, he must be speaking or conversing; and of nobody is specified, he

is probably speaking to God.

And yet this overlap between plants — n'w, and prayer — nn'w, lingers.

So here are some thoughts:

The “conversation” prayer — mincha — is
specifically in the course of our work day
— in the afternoon. The function of this
prayer, in the middle or end of our day,
is to connect our day’s activity to God
and to bring the divine into the field of
human activity, whether it is the physical
or spiritual “field”. The essence of this
prayer is not a request or a plea, but
merely to “converse” Man “pours out his
conversation” before god, sharing his life
with God, involving God in his interests,
his worries and concerns and with the
day’s joys, and man anticipates that his
prayer will find a listening ear. Like
children who return at the end of the day
from school or a trip, and tell their
mother all the happenings of the day,
both to unload emotion, but also to
share experiences, and also to hear
their mothers response. (Rav Yehudah
Brandes)

yapa 'nnw'n n7'on %W mnipm
.NNINN YW, nTIAvn o 7w n7nna
IN mIX'va It n7on 7w aTpon
NN WWP7 NN ,D1I" 7Y mro Nk
NIN-JM2-WITPN 9% DI 79 R'wyn
NTY N7 XIN-1N2-YITEN DR RN
NTY DT DX |2 .0TRN 7¢ NI7'won
7¢ DOP'Y .NNQY DTV DX |21 MNINAY
N7X NWp2al N1'NNa 'R IT D7'oN
IN'Y 19IY DTRN .NIYT7 — X' D Nnwd
"N ‘N DX gnun 7010 ' 199
JNINAYAL MMMV NI DN
ATINN T7'0 1D . YNYN IN7'9NY Noxni
[IVO 7'0ON IX 190N N'an DI'N 9101
DA ,INI* NI DX XNX? 19011 NIFIND
,ANIN QYWY 1O DA L1'7un pno? '

NN NN 72p%7 71 DA

A second perspective here sees nature as harmonious with prayer, or more
than that — nature inspires prayer. This idea comes from the writings of Rabbi
Nachman of Breslav. | will share it in the poetry of Naomi Shemer:

Know
That each and every shepherd
Has his own tune.
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Know i7¢n
That each and every grass A7 VT
Has its own song. QWY AWy DY
And from the song of the grasses the NI N 17 Y
tune of the shepherd is made i7¢n
[12) NYY1 D'AWYN N'Yni
And from the song of the grasses, nyin 7y
The tune of the heart is made. DAYYN NY'WNI ...
[121 NwY
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Why is this so?
Does nature inspire prayer?

That is a good topic to discuss at the table, while you sing this song
...https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-6m6CKOdC4

Shabbat Shalom!
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