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Devarim 26:1-4

When you come to the land that G-d your
L-rd is giving you as a heritage, occupying
it and settling it, you shall take the first of
every fruit of the ground produced by the
land that G-d your L-rd is giving you. You
must place it in a basket, and go to the site
that G-d will choose as the place
associated with His name. There you shall
go to the priest officiating at the time, and
say to him, “Today | am affirming to G-d
your
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L-rd that | have come to the land that G-d | ,xjun |30 NP7 NNY
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shall the take the basket from your hand B UTAr It
and place it before the altar of G-d your L-

rd.

Devarim 26:3

There you shall go to the priest officiating | ,n' x |0 an-7% NN

at the time, and say to him, “Today | am
affirming to G-d your L-rd that | have come
to the land that G-d swore to our fathers to

give us.”
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What is strange about the above verse?
Read the sources below and make a list
understanding of the above text.

Septuagint Devarim 26:3

of different tensions in the

There you shall go to the priest officiating at the time, and say to him,
“Today | am affirming to G-d my L-rd that | have come to the land that G-

d swore to our fathers to give us.”

Sforno 26:3

It is proper to speak to him [the priest] with
deference since when you bring the first fruits
to him, it is as though you are offering a gift to
G-d, the Exalted One, Who is the owner of the

land.
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Hirsch Devarim 26:3

My field and farmland are upon the soil of your G-d. They are mine solely
by virtue of the fact that | am a son of His covenant, and it is in witness of

this fact that | have brought these fruits here.
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Bikurim 1:4

The convert brings [the first fruits] but does
not read [the affirmation] since the convert
cannot say “that G-d swore to our fathers to

give us.”
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Breishit 17:5

No longer shall you be called Abram. Your
name shall become Abraham for | have set
you up as the father of a horde of nations.
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Jerusalem Talmud Bikurim 1:4

We learn in the name of R. Yehuda that a
convert brings [the first fruits] himself and
reads [the affirmation]. What is the reason?
“For | have set you up as the father of a horde
of nations.” Previously you were father to a
person. From now on you are father of all the
nations. R. Yehoshua Ben-Levi says that the
law is according to R. Yehuda.
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Devarim 17:9

You must approach the levitical priest or
the magistrate in charge at the time. When
you make inquiry, they will declare to you a
legal decision.
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Rosh Hashana 25b

Can we then imagine that a man | 7x
should go to a judge who is not in his
days? This shows that you must be
content to go to the judge who is in
your days. It also says; Say not, How

was it that the former days were better
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Devarim 26:5
My ancestor was a homeless N TN 'AX

Aramean.

Devarim 26:10

| am now bringing the first fruit of
the land that G-d has given me.
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