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1. For personal reflection: Is there someone in your close circle of family or
friends who you would call a "rebellious soul"?

What kind of challenge does that person create in your life or in the life of others?

Describe a dilemma you have with that rebellious soul. Are two positive values in
conflict with each other within that dilemma? If so, what are they?

2. Understanding Rebellious Souls - Souls of Chaos

Rav Kook, Orot p. 121, 'Seeds of Holiness'

The conventional pattern of living, based on
wholeness and integrity, on the requisites of good
character, and conformity to law — this corresponds
to the way of the world of order. Every breaking out,
or rebellion against this, whether inspired by levity
and disregard, or by the gravity of thought and the
awakening of a higher spirit, reflects the world of
chaos. But there is a vast difference in the particular
expressions of the world of chaos, whether they
incline to the right or to the left [positive or negative in
motivation]. The great idealists seek an order so
noble, so firm and pure, beyond that which may be
found in the world of reality, and thus they destroy
that which has been built in conformity with the norms
of the world. The best among them know how to also
rebuild the world which has thus been destroyed, but
the lowest of them, who have been touched only
slightly by the inclination to idealism — they are only
demolishers and destroyers, and they are rooted in
the realm of chaos, on its lowest level. Souls of chaos
are greater than the souls seeking ‘'tikun' or
perfection. They are very great. They seek more
from existence than they are capable of
assimilating. They seek a very great light. Whatever
is limited, whatever is confined within a prescribed
pace or set measure they are unable to tolerate. They
descended from their divine abode in accordance
with the nature of existence, to generate new life;
they soared on high like a flame, and were thrust
down. Their endless striving knows no bounds; they
robe themselves in various forms, aspiring constantly,
to what is beyond the measure of the possible. They
aspire and they fall. Realizing that they are confined
within rules, within limiting conditions that forbid
expansion toward infinite and unlimited horizons, they
fall in sorrow, in despair and in anger; From anger
they decline to wickedness, defiance, destruction,
ugliness, despicability and every other evil. Their
unrest does not cease —it is revealed in the impudent
of our generation. These are wicked ones who are
dedicated in principle, and not by weakness, to
transgress conventional norms defiantly. Their souls
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are of a very high stature. They are illumined by the
light that shines from the realm of chaos. They
chose destruction and they are engaged in
destroying, the world is blurred and confused by
them, and they with it. But the essence of their
aspiration is a dimension of holiness, that which in
other souls who are content with measured progress
would yield the vigor of life. The souls inspired by a
destructive zeal reveal themselves especially in
messianic times, before the ‘'labor pains' which
precede the emergence of a new and more wondrous
level of existence, when the old boundaries expand,
just prior to the birth of a norm which is above
existing norms. In times of redemption 'chutzpa' is on
the increase. A fierce storm rages, more breaches
appear, acts of audacity and impudence mount
continually because they can find no satisfaction in
the goodness offered by the limited light. It does not
satisfy all their yearnings, nor does it unravel for them
the mystery of existence. They rebel against
everything, including also the dimension of good that
could lead them to a great peace and to help them
rise to great heights. They rebel and they are
indignant, they break and they discard. They seek
their nourishment in alien pastures, embracing alien
ideals and desecrating everything hallowed, but
without finding peace. These passionate souls reveal
their strength to the extent that no fence can hold
them back; and the weaklings of the established
order, who are guided by balance and decency, are
too terrified to contend with them. Their mood is
expressed in Isaiah (33:14): “Who among us can
dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us can
dwell with those who destroy the world?” But in
truth there is no need to be afraid. Only sinners and
those weak in spirit and hypocrites are frightened and
seized by terror. Truly heroic spirits know that this
force is one of the phenomena needed for the
development of the world, for strengthening the
power of the nation, of human society, and of the
world. Initially this force represents the realm of the
chaotic, but in the end it will be taken from the wicked
and turned over to the hands of the righteous who will
show the truth about 'tikun' and construction, in a
great resoluteness inspired by clear perception and a
steady and undimmed sense of the practical. These
storms will bring fructifying rain, and these dark
clouds will pave the way for awesome light, as the
prophet envisioned it: “From out of obscurity and out
of darkness will the eyes of the blind come to
see.” (Isaiah 29:18)
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3. Educating rebellious souls

Based on the essay "Souls of Chaos", do you think Rav Kook would have
attempted to educate both types of rebellious souls, and if so, how?

In class we will read excerpts from some of the letters of Rav Kook, written to his
contemporaries who sought his advice. To what extent do Rav Kook's teachings
inform your relationship with the rebellious soul in your life?

4. Becoming educated by rebellious souls

Rav Kook, Orot Hakodesh llll, p. 321 paraphrased by R' Dov Eichnold, in
"Sparks", p.113
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understood properly, softens the heart to an
extreme. As a result, religion robs the human
being of strength and courage, leaving him
helpless. When it reaches a level where the fear
of Heaven humbles the heart too much, a
contrary spirit is awakened in humanity, the spirit
of disregard and irreverence. This new spirit
comes to battle an extreme God- fearing awe, in
order to reawaken the essential human vitality.
When the conflicting qualities of awe and
irreverence wrestle with one another, the dust
which is kicked up rises to the Divine Throne of
Glory. This struggle removes from each side the
negativity and ugliness in it. The day will come
when the deeper conception of 'emunah’ or faith
will be revealed and will succeed in settling
between the polarity of ‘ethics' and 'life’.
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Give an example of religious soft-heartedness which cripples a human being.

What aspects of negativity and ugliness can be found in both awe-inspired
religiosity and in secular irreverence?

Have you personally experienced this wrestling between awe and irreverence in
your own life?

5. The Rebellious Soul of the Nation —Orot Hatechiya ch. 44
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against faith and against religion. The need for this
rebellion is the extreme leaning toward the material
side of life, which of necessity must proliferate in
the time of the establishment of the State. After
thousands of years where Jews didn't occupy
themselves with all kinds of materiality, there will
inevitability awaken in the nation an extreme pull
toward materialism in a way which sweeps people
up in its realms. All this will happen in order to
return the material, the physical to the life of the
nation. After the first wave, in which the material
aspects of life will create blustery storm fronts, the
need for the spiritual will be clarified anew, and the
existential necessity of the world of the spiritual will
be appreciated.
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What role does the national return to the Land of Israel (formerly named "Cana‘an”
or humble and later named "Yisrael" or struggling with God) play in stabilizing the
tension between spirit and material?

To what extent do you see this developing in modern times, less than a century
after Rav Kook's writing?
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