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Genesis 1:11-12 (tr. NJPS)

NYTR D078 NI N
VT YT QWY RYT YIRD
YK LiIIMT7 M9 NYY N9 Yy

-1 YIND-7Y 12-iVT

11 And God said: 'Let the earth put forth grass,
herb yielding seed, and fruit-tree bearing fruit
after its kind, wherein is the seed thereof, upon
the earth.' And it was so.
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12 And the earth brought forth grass, herb
yielding seed after its kind, and tree bearing
fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after its kind;
and God saw that it was good.

Genesis Rabbah 5:9
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And God said: “Let the earth sprout
vegetation...” It was taught in R’ Nathan’s name:
Three entered for judgment, yet four came out
guilty. And they were Adam and Eve and the
serpent entered for judgment, and the earth was
punished with them, as it says (Gen. 3:17):
“Cursed is the ground because of you,” that it will
produce accursed things for you, such as gnats,
Insects, and fleas. Then let it also produce [pests
as large as] a camel! Said R’ Isaac of Magdala:
In that [a camel] there is also benefit. Now why
was [the earth] punished? R’ Yehudah b. R’
Shalom said: Because it disobeyed [God’s]
command. For the Holy Blessed One said: “Let
the earth sprout vegetation... fruit trees.” Just as
the fruit is eaten, so too the tree should be
edible. But [the earth] did not do so, but: “The
earth brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing
plants... and trees bearing fruit”. The fruit is
edible, but not the tree!
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DYV N'N IR RN N7'Nnn | At the inception of creation it was intended
M9 nyvd XIn DA NI'N7 Yyn | that the tree have the same taste as the fruit
IT'N D'p'TNnN D'vxnrn 72 | (Genesis Rabbah 5:9). All the supportive
N7 nniaa nanN nnan | actions that sustain any general worthwhile
wind 0'wnm NN 1'n 0"IRY | spiritual goal should by right be experienced
,0VINI NN NI 'nnwa | in the soul with the same feeling of elation
XY 12 nwaim nnann oxyw | and delight as the goal itself is experienced
,YOXN Y20 72X .nnIx o1'¥n | when we envision it. But earthly existence,
nIX71 ,0*nn NITTANN | the instability of life, the weariness of the spirit
120N N0 X'wd nimnnn | when confined in a corporate frame, brought
7w IMyLv 7w DA NIMvIaN | it about that only the fruition of the final step,
,MINNXN Nnann 7w ;190 | which embodies the primary ideal, is
NID WM ,'URIN IRTRN | experienced in its pleasure and splendor. The
D'¥VN 72X ,NTNI My | trees that bear the fruit, with all their necessity
oy ,"M9n Nx 0Ny o'kwinn | for the growth of the fruit have, however,
12yN1 ,"M9n 71T onix'm 7> | become coarse matter and have lost their
INT .0NYL NX ITAXI mwana | taste. This is the failing of the “earth,”
N77pn1 Niavaw yaxn xon | because of which it was cursed when Adam
.INUN 7V DTRN DA 79pMwd> | was also cursed for his sin. But every defect
[2 7V .|Ii7'n'7 1910 D29 721 | is destined to be mended. Thus we are
INIQ'W N0 1K D'NVaIM | assured that the day will come when creation
,ANINTP? nxM2n awnw o' | will return to its original state, when the taste
190 nyvd Nt yyn oyol | of the tree will be the same as the taste of the
fruit.
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