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‘1. R. Oshaya commenced [his exposition thus]: Then
I was by Him, as a nursling (amon); and I was daily all
delight (Prov. viI1, 30). ‘Amon’ means tutor; ‘amon’ means
covered; ‘amon’ means hidden!; and some say, ‘amon’
means great. ‘Amon’ is a tutor, as you read, 4As an omen
(nursing-father) carrieth the sucking child (Num. xi, 12).
‘Amon’ means covered, as in the verse, Ha'emunim (they
that were clad—i.e. covered) in scarlet (Lam. v, 5). ‘ Amon’
means hidden, as in the verse, And he concealed (omen)?
Hadassah (Est. 11, 7). ‘Amon’ means great, as in the
verse, Art thou better than No-amon (Nah. 11, 8)? which
is rendered, Art thou better than Alexandria the Great,
that is situate among the rivers?®* Another interpretation:
‘amon’ is a workman (uman). The Torah declares: ‘I was
the working tool of the Holy One, blessed be He.’ In
human practice, when a mortal king builds a palace, he
builds it not with his own skill but with the skill of an
architect. The architect moreover does not build it out
of his head, but employs plans and diagrams to know how
to arrange the chambers and the wicket doors. Thus God
consulted the Torah and created the world, while the Torah
declares, IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED (1, 1),
BEGINNING referring to the Torah, as in the verse, The
Lord made me as the beginnirs of His way (Prov. v, 22).4
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