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Bereishit Rabbah 46:1-7 " —

1. AND ABRAM WAS NINETY YEARS OLD AND NINE,
etc. (xviy, 1). It is written, I found Israel like grapes in the
wilderness, I saw your fathers as the first-ripe in the fig-tree
at her first season (Hos. 1%, 10). R. Judan said: At first
the fruit of a fig-tree is gathered one by one, then two by
two, then three by three, until eventually they are gathered
in baskets and with shovels.! Even so, at the beginning,
Abraham was one (Ezek. xxx1II, 24); then there were
Abraham and Isaac; then Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Until eventually, And the children of Israel were Sruitful,
and increased abundantly, and multiplied, etc. (Ex. vi1, 1).
R. Judan said: Just as a fig contains nothing inedible save
its stalk, and with its removal even this defect ceases, SO
did God say to Abraham: ‘There is nought unworthy in
thee save thy foreskin: remove it and the blemish ceases’:
hence, WALK BEFORE ME, AND BE THOU WHOLE.

2. AND WHEN ABRAM WAS NINETY YEARS OLD
AND NINE, etc. It is written, To everything there is a
season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven (Eccl.
111, 1). There was a season when circumcision should be
given to Abraham viz. In the self same day was Abraham
circumcised (Gen. XviII, 26); there was a season when his
descendants were to neglect it, viz. in the wilderness,
as it is written, For all the people that came out were circum-
cised; but all the people that were born in the wilderness by
the way as they came forth out of Egypt, had not been
circumcised (Josh. v, s).

Why should he not have circumcised himself at the age
of forty-eight, when he recognised his Creator? In order
not ‘o discourage proselytes.? Then why not be circum-
cised at the age of eighty-five, when [God] spoke with him
between the pieces?* In order that Isaac might issue from

a holy source.! Then let him be circumcised at the age of
eighty-six, when Ishmael was born??* Said R. Simeon b.
Lakish: [God said]: ‘I will set up a cinnamon tree in the
world: just as the cinnamon tree yields fruit as long as you
manure and hoe around it, so [shall Abraham be] even
when his blood runs sluggishly and his passions and desires
have ceased.”

3. [Abraham] asked: ‘If circumcision is so precious,
why was it not given to Adam?’ Said the Holy One, blessed
be He, to him: ‘Let it suffice thee that I and thou are in
the world.* If thou wilt not undergo circumcision, it is
enough for My world to have existed until now, and it is
enough for uncircumcision to have existed until now, and it
is enough for circumcision to have been forlorn until now.’s
Said he: ‘Before I circumcised myself, men came and
joined me [in my new faith]. Will they come and join me
when I am circumcised?’® ‘ Abraham,’ said God to him,
‘let it suffice thee that I am thy God; let it suffice thee that
I am thy Patron, and not only for thee alone, but it is
sufficient for My world that I am its God and its Patron.”

R. Nathan said in R. Aha’s name, and R. Berekiah said
in R. Isaac’s name: I AmM EL SHADDAI (GobD
ALMIGHTY): It is I who said to My world, ‘day’
(enough)! And had I not said ‘day!’ to My world, the
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heaven would still have been spreading and the earth
would have gone on expanding to this very day.

It was taught in the name of R. Eliezer b. Jacob : It is
I whose Godhead outweighs the world and the fulness
thereof. Akilas? translated it: Sufficient and incomparable.

4. WALK BEFORE ME, AND BE THOU WHOLE. R.
Levi said: This may be 1llustrated by a noble lady whom
the king commanded, ‘Walk before me.’ She walked
before him and her face went pale, for, thought she, who
knows but that some defect may have been found in me?
Said the king to her, “Thou hast no defect, but that the
nail of thy little ﬁnger is slightly too long; pare it and the
defect will be gone.’ Similarly, God said to Abraham,
“Thou hast no other defect but this foreskin: remove it and
the defect will be gone.” Hence, WALK BEFORE
ME, AND BE THOU WHOLE.

AND I WILL MAKE MY COVENANT, etc. (XVII, 2).
R. Huna said in Bar Kappara’s name: Abraham pondered®
and drew an inference: ‘orlah (foreskin) is said here (v. 11),
and ‘orlah occurs in reference to a tree (Lev. XIX, 23)%
just as ‘orlah in the case of trees refers to the place where it
yields fruit, so ‘orlah employed in reference to man means
the member which produces offsprmg [fruit]. Said R.
Hanina to him: Had then reasoning by analogy already
been given to Abraham? Surely not! But [he learned it
from God’s promise]: ANDI WILLMAKE MY
COVENANT BETWEEN ME AND THEE, AND WILL
MULTIPLY THEE EXCEEDINGLY: hence, with [that
member through which] I wiLL MULTIPLY THEE
EXCEEDINGLY, I WILL MAKE MY COVENANT
BETWEEN ME AND THEE.

5. R. Ishmael and R. Akiba [reasoned as follows].
R. Ishmael said: Abraham was a High Priest, as it says,
The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent: Thou art a priest
for ever after the manner of Melchizedek (Ps. cx, 4).! Again,
it is said, And ye shall be circumcised in the flesh of your
‘orlah (Gen. xvi1, 11). If he circumcised himself at the
ear, he would be unfit to offer sacrifices; if at the mouth,
he would be unfit to offer; at the heart, he would be unfit
to offer.? Hence, where could he perform circumcision and
yet be fit to offer? Nowhere else than at the ‘orlah of the
body [the foreskin]. R. Akiba said: There are four kinds
of ‘orlah. Thus, ‘orlah is used in connection with the ear,
viz. Behold, their ear is ‘orlah—E.V. ‘dull’ (Jer. vi, 10);
the mouth, Behold, I am ‘aral [E.V. ‘uncircumcised’]® of
lips (Ex. v1, 30); the heart: For all the house of Israel are
‘arle [E.V. ‘uncircumcised’] in the heart (Jer. 1%, 25). Now,
he was ordered, WALK BEFORE ME, AND BE THOU
wHOLE. If he circumcised himself at the ear, he would
not be WHOLE; at the mouth, he would not be
WHOLE; at the heart, he would not be WHOLE.
Where could he circumcise himself and yet be wHO L E?
Nowhere else than at the ‘orlah of the body. '

Nakdah said: It is written, And he that is eight days old
shall be circumcised among you, every male (Gen. XvII, 12).
Now if he is circumcised at the ear, he cannot hear; at
the mouth, he cannot speak; at the heart, he cannot think.*
Where then could he be circumcised and yet be able to
think? Only at the ‘orlak of the body. R. Tanhuma
observed: This argument of Nakdah is logical.
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AND THE UNCIRCUMCISED MALE (xviI, 14). Is there
then an uncircumcised female? The meaning, however, is
that we must perform circumcision on the member which
marks the distinction between male and female.

6. AND ABRAHAM FELL ON HIS FACE, etc. (XVII,
3). R. Phinehas said in R. Levi’s name: Abraham fell on
his face on two occasions.! In consequence, his children
were deprived of circumcision once in the wilderness and
once in Egypt?: In Egypt, Moses came and circumcised
them; in the wilderness, Joshua came and circumcised
them.?

7. As FOR ME, BEHOLD, MY COVENANT IS WITH
THEE, etc. (XVII, 4). It is related that R. Abba, R.
Berekiah, R. Abba b. Kahana, and R. Samuel b. Ammi,
when sitting and studying, once raised the question: How
is notarikon [as a permissible method of exegesis] deduced
from Scripture?* We know it from this: AND THOU
SHALT BE AB HAMON (THE FATHER OF A MULTI-
TUDE—OF NATIONS), the resh being lacking.®
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