The King and G-d
Vayikra — 5768

Compare the following verses. Pay careful attention

to:

1. the opening words in bold, especially in Hebrew;

2. how the violations differ;
3. how the sacrifices differ;
4. the order and where the king fits in.

Vayikra 4:3

If the anointed priest commits an inadvertent
violation, bringing guilt to his people, the sacrifice
for his violation shall be an unblemished young bull
as a sin offering to G-d.
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Vayikra 4:12

The entire bull shall thus be removed to the ritually
pure place outside the camp, where the altar's
ashes are deposited. It shall be burned in fire on
the wood in the place where the ashes are
deposited.
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Vayikra 4:13

If the entire community of Israel commits an inadvertent | 1ag' 781y NTY-72 DKNI
violation as a result of the truth being hidden from the | 7npn 1'vn 127 D7)
congregation’s eyes, and they violate one of the |’n n’iyn-7an nnx 1wy

specified prohibitory commandments of G-d, they
incur guilt.
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Vayikra 4:21

He shall remove the bull to a place outside the | nJnp7? yiNN-9%  190-Nx RWwinI
camp, and burn it just as he burned the first | 790 NX 9y WXd INn'X Y

bull.
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Vayikra 4:22

Concerning the king who commits a sin by | -7an nnx nwyl xun! X'W) WX

inadvertently violating certain of G-d’s | ny'wyn-x"7 Wix P’ 'n niyn

prohibitory commandments, he incurs guilt.
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Vayikra 4:26

All the animal's fat shall be burned on the | 27n? nnamn o' A7N-72-nxI

altar, just like the fat of the peace offerings.
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Vayikra 4:27

If a commoner commits an inadvertent violation
by violating any one of -certain specified
prohibitory commandments of G-d, he incurs
guilt.
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Vayikra 4:31

on the altar as an appeasing fragrance to G-d.

He shall remove all the fat as he did with the fat
of the peace offering and the priest shall burn it
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How does the following commentary explain the difference in opening words?

Sforno Vayikra 4:22

| For indeed this event is prone to happen that he sin. | xon'w '1¥xn 12T AT DIAK

How does the following commentary explain where the king fits into the social

order? How is it a pun on the opening words?
Horayot 10b

ruler brings a sacrifice for a sin he has

he brings a sacrifice for a sin he has

case of a sin committed willfully?

R. Johanan b. Zakkai said: Happy is the generation whose

unwillingly. If its ruler brings a sacrifice, is there any need
to say what one of the common people would do; and if

unwillingly, is there any need to say what he would do in
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In what way are the following psukim a summary of the ideas above?

Devarim 17:18-20

When he is established on his royal throne, he
shall have copy of this Torah written for him
on a scroll by the levitical priests. This scroll
must always be with him and he shall read
from it all the days of his life. He will then
learn to be in awe of G-d his L-rd, and
carefully keep every word of this Torah and its
rules. He will then also not begin to feel
superior to his brethren and he will not stray
from the mandate to the right or the left.
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How do the following change the way we see

what we learned above?
Vayikra 25:55

G-d? How are they connected to

The Israelites are my slaves. They are My
slaves because | brought them out of Egypt.
| am G-d your L-rd.
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Breishit 18:25

| Shall the whole world’s Judge not act justly? |
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