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Engaging Torah
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1) Mishna — Avot, Chapter 4 Mishna 14
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Mishna — Avot, Chapter 4 Mishna 14

R. Nehorai said: Exile yourself to a place of Torah and
do not say that it will follow you, that your friends will
sustain it in your hand; and do not rely on your insight.
R. Obadiah of Bartenura — Exile yourself — if there
are no scholars in your area. And do not say that it will
follow you - that scholars will come here. That your
friend will sustain it — and don’t rely on your friends
who when they come from the home of the rabbi will
uphold the Torah in your hands, namely that you will
learn from them all that they have learned from the
rabbi. But you should exile yourself to the place of the
rabbi since there is no comparison between hearing
something from the student to hearing it from the
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teacher. Another interpretation: “that your friends will
sustain it” — why am I telling you to exile yourself to a
place of Torah? Because your friends will sustain it in
your hand. Even if you are very sharp and analytical,
the Torah will not be sustained by you [alone]; rather
through your friends e.g. the give and take between
you and them. And therefore it concludes and says:
“Do not rely on your insight”.

Tiferet Yisrael (Yachin) — (74) This Mishna is a
direct admonition for one who is beginning to study.
(75) Since it did not state: “Exile yourself to study
Torah”, we can infer that this is what is means to say —
even if it is possible for you to study Torah in your
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area, exile yourself to another place of Torah [2]. (76)
That is to say, when you will be in another city
without supervision, don’t say that the Torah will
follow you and pursue you without any effort on your
part. On the contrary, your friends at home are the
ones who sustain it in your hand, for they push you
every day and moment. But the intent in advising you
to go to another city is that you yourself should pursue
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Torah.
Boaz [2] — The term “exile” means that one should
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leave one’s father and mother, one’s family, and all of
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one’s “creature comforts” and go to a place where all
of these will be absent. Although this separation is
difficult, like separating a baby from its mother’s
breasts, it is for one’s good, for it is essential to one’s
success. Just as grass does not succeed to grow in the
place where it is initially planted, but is replanted
somewhere else by the gardener, so, too, does a person
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not succeed and progress, whether in personality
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development, Torah study, self-image, except in a
place which is not one’s birthplace. And this is for
three reasons: 1) Although one rejoiced in many
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childhood experiences and friends when young, it is
imperative to leave them if one desires to climb the
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ladder of education. And out of habit, one will not
leave them while still at home.

2) At home, one will always remain a *“child”. When
one is living in the midst of the family, intoxicated by
the love and caring of the surroundings, one can easily
forget the goal of taking charge of one’s life and
becoming an “adult”. 3) It is well known that one will
make more of an effort to do good out of choice rather
than coercion by others. When one is still at home, the
person’s rational faculties will not push them to take
control of one’s life and soar to the heights, knowing
that one’s parents control them...But when one sees
that they are on their own and that no one will push
them to do their job, if one has sense, they will open
their eyes and be diligent in their work and bear the
“golden yoke” to succeed through their own efforts....
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2) Babylonian Talmud — Berachot, 63b
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Babylonian Talmud — Berachot, 63b

Our Rabbis have taught: When our teachers entered
the “vineyard of Yavneh”, there were among them, R.
Yehudah, R. Yose, R. Nechemiah, and R. Eliezer, the
son of R. Yose, the Galilean. They all spoke in honor
of their hosts and expounded texts. R. Yehudah, the
chief speaker on all occasions, spoke in honor of the
Torah and expounded the text: “And Moses took the
tent and pitched it outside the camp” (Exodus 33:7).
Have we not here an a fortiori argument? Seeing that
the Ark of the L-rd was never more than twelve mil
distant, and yet the Torah says: “Everyone that sought
out G-d, went out to the Tent of Meeting” (ibid), how

2 TIAY 3D N7 NIDT2 - Y922 TInbn
0707 MY WD 1127 1N
01 27 AT 27 aw PO 72
527 W N2 TYOHR 2T 70AMI 02T
X°J0DX 71202 2912 MND 097737 0
0°72717 WRI 3770 020 10D WA
mnaY) WA 370 Ma02 opn 9oa
2 AUN PRI DR P awm" (10
,AIM PP 00027 KoM, "TannD yInn
ROR P PO ROW 'OPIR m
20 om" 7N 7R P Wy ohaw
770 "V DR OR KX ' wpan
aPTAN VYD YR DOOMAW DN

Page 2




much more 1is this title applicable to the
students/scholars who go from city to city, province to
province to learn Torah?!

R. Yehudah further spoke in honor of the Torah,
expounding the text: “Hark [hasket] and hear, O Israel;
this day you have become a people before the L-rd,
your G-d” (Deuteronomy 27:9). Now was it on that
day that the Torah was given to Israel?! Was not that
day at the end of the 40 years of wandering?! It is,
however, coming to teach that the Torah should be
beloved everyday to those that study it as on the day
that it was given at Mt. Sinai....The word hasket
implies: Make yourselves into groups [kittot] to study
the Torah since knowledge of the Torah can be
acquired only in association with others, as stated by
R. Yose b. Hanina, for R. Yose b. Hanina said: What
is the meaning of the text: “A sword upon the boasters
[baddim] and they shall become fools” (Jeremiah
50:36) — a sword is upon the enemies of the scholars
[euphemism] who sit separately [bad bad] and study
Torah. What is more they become stupid, as it is
written....Another explanation of hasket: Cut
yourselves to pieces [kittitu] for words of Torah, as
Reish lakish said: from where do we know that words
of Torah are sustained by one who kills himself for
them? Because it is written: “This is the Torah, when a
man shall die in a tent” (Numbers 19:14). Another
explanation of hasket: Be silent [has] and then analyze
[ket], as Rava said: One should always first learn
Torah and then scrutinize it.
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3) Maimonides — Laws of Torah Study, Chapter 3
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Maimonides — Laws of Torah Study, Chapter 3

1 — With three crowns was Israel crowned — with the
crown of Torah, the crown of the priesthood, and the
crown of sovereignty. Aaron merited the crown of the
priesthood... David merited the crown of
sovereignty...But the crown of the Torah is poised and
waiting for all of Israel...the crown of Torah is greater
than the other two.

6 — One whose heart prompts him to fulfill this
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mitzvah properly and be crowned with the crown of
Torah, should not allow his mind to be diverted to
other matters; he must not strive to acquire Torah
concurrently with wealth and honor...

7 — Perhaps one will say: After I amass a fortune, I
will go and study; after I acquire all that I need and
have leisure from my affairs, I will go and study. If
such thoughts enter your heart, you will never merit
the crown of Torah. But one should make his Torah
study fixed and his profession casual and not say that:
when I have leisure, I will study — perhaps you will
not have leisure.

13 — Although it is a mitzvah to study day and night,
the majority of one’s wisdom comes from the evening
study.

9 — The words of Torah are compared to water, as it is
written: “O to all who are thirsty — go to the water”
(Isaiah 55:1) — this teaches us that just as water does
not accumulate on a slope, but flows away and gathers
in a depressed point, so, too, are the words of Torah
not to be found in in arrogant and haughty people but
only in one who is contrite and humble, who sits in the
dust at the feet of the wise, and removes from his heart
all desires and ephemeral delights...
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