Eat, Drink, and...
Mishpatim 5767

Rabbi David Levin-Kruss

1. Shmot 24:11

They had a vision of the Divine, and they ate and
drank.
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2. Shmot 34:28

[Moses] remained there with G-d for 40 days
and 40 nights without eating bread nor drinking
water...
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3. Rashi Shmot 24:11

They gazed at Him in an excessively familiar
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way while they were eating and drinking. NI
4. Onkelos Shmot 24:11

And they were happy seeing their sacrifices had been | pntaN7a IR 0Nl
accepted favorably as though they had eaten and | |"7ox 1780  17apnKT
drunk. [nwi

5. Brachot 17a

A favorite saying of Rab was: The future world is
not like this world. In the future world there is no
eating nor drinking nor propagation nor business
nor jealousy nor hatred nor competition, but the
righteous sit with their crowns on their heads
feasting on the brightness of the divine presence,
as it says, They had a vision of the Divine, and
they ate and drank.
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6. Bamidbar Raba 2:25

| Their eyes feasted on the Divine Presence.
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7. 1bn Ezra Shmot 24:11

They descended from the mountain happy and
ate the peace offerings that their youths had
sacrificed and drank in joy. And R. Yehuda Halevi
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said...that they had to eat even though they were
enjoying the brightness of the Divine Presence.
And this is mentioned because of Moses who
lived forty days and forty nights without eating.
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8. Breishit 31:44, 46

“Now come! Let us make a treaty — you | n'dl ;nAXI IX--N"2 NN N2 NI

and I. Let there be a witness of it between | ,nn1
you and me.”...They took stones and |,n92X
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made a large mound. They ate there on | -7y 0¥ 178" ;72-1wy'l DIAX NI

the top of the mound.
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9. Ramban Shmot 24:11

They ate there the peace-offerings at the lower part
of the mountain before G-d previous to their
returning to their tents... They made it an occasion
for rejoicing and festival, for such is one’s duty to
rejoice at the receiving of the Torah...Said Rabbi
Elazar: From here you learn we make a feast at the
finishing of the Torah.
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Notes

Bamidbar Raba 2:25 — food was the sight of G-d, feasted on it by staring and
were later punished

Brachot 17a, Onkelos - the vision of the Divine nourished them like food —
embarrassed that they ate, These words are interpreted to mean that the vision
of God seen by the young men was like food and drink to them, favorably, joy
upon seeing the vision as great as if they had been enjoying the utmost physical
pleasure VS. had to eat even though Divine Presence there

Etz Hachaim — encounter with G-d was more than an intellectual encountern
engaged all the senses

Anti-asceticism, need not turn back on material side of world in quest for G-d’s
presence, GOd can be found in eating and dribnking as much as in praying

Hertz — they brought with them flesh of peace-offerings and consumed it as a
sacrificial meal which formed part of the ceremony of ratification — Breishit 31:46
Shmot 18:12, Breishit 31:46, 54 — confirming covenantal meal, like a toast drunk
to an agreement

JSB — Breishit 26:28-30, evarim 27:1-8, Ovadia 7, Tehilim 41:10

In covenants between humans both parties share the meal, here G-d does not
eat but the people eat in G-d’s Presence

Ibn Ezra — eating the peace offerings, unlike Moses who went forty days without
food when he saw the Divine, they had to eat and drink

Malbim — They saw the Divine but they could still eat and drink

Moreh Nevuchim 1:5, Ralbag — they lacked true meditation

Ramban, Sforno — they made a feast later to celebrate, ate the flesh of the
offerings and drank in grateful celebration of the great spiritual privilege that G-d
had awarded them, custom to make a feast whenever a unit of Torah study has

been completed, upon which mitzva the Shechina is believed to rest

Rashi- disrespectful, sinned grievously in that they gazed at the sacred vision
while irreverently indulging in food and drink

Shmot - Moses did not eat and drink, they ate and drank

Zohar - they didn't eat physical food. Rather, their vision of G-d was their
nourishment



