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Compare the first and last of the ten commandments:

Devarim 5:6-7

| am the L-rd your God, Who took you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
You shall not have gods of others besides Me..
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Shmot 5:18
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And you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor
shall you desire your neighbor's house, his field,
his manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his
donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

Why is coveting forbidden?

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Robbery and Lost Property 1:9

If one covets the male slave or the female slave
or the house or goods of another, or anything
that it is possible for him to acquire from the
other, and he subjects the other to vexation and
pesters him until he is allowed to buy it from him,
even if he pays him a high price for it, then he
transgresses the negative commandment, You
shall not covet.
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Robbery and Lost Property 1:10
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If one desires another’s house or his wife or his
goods or any similar thing that he might buy from
him, he transgresses a negative commandment as
soon as he thinks in his heart how he is to acquire
the desired object and allows his mind to be
seduced by it.
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Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Robbery and Lost Property 1:11

Desire leads to coveting, and coveting to
robbery, for if the owner does not wish to
sell, even when he is offered a high price
and is greatly importuned, it will lead the
coveter to rob him...Moreover, if the owner
should up to him to protect his property and
prevent the robbery, this may lead to

bloodshed.
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How can a person stop being jealous?

Ibn Ezra Shmot 20:14

Many people do not know what to make of
this commandment, wondering how it was
possible that a man should not covet in his
heart what is attractive to the eye. It is this
way: a peasant in his right mind seeing a
beautiful princess will not dream of lying with
her. He knows that that is as far beyond the
bounds of possibility as is his growing of
wings and flying to heaven. Likewise a son
has no desire to lie with his mother, because
from childhood on he learned to know that
this was forbidden. Now an intelligent man
should know that wealth or a beautiful wife
will his lot not because he is wise or learned
but only because God wills it so. What does
Ecclesiastes (Il, 21) say? “Here is a man
whose toil has been done with wisdom,
knowledge, and skill, but a man who has
toiled for it he gives it as a portion.” And
what was it the Sages said? “Length of life,
children, and sustenance depend not on
merit but on Mazal [“fate” or “destiny”].” This
being so, an intelligent man will not covet or
lust after his neighbor’'s wife. For knowing
that she is forbidden to him, she appears to
him far more remote than the princess to the
peasant. That is why he will be satisfied with
his portion and will not set his mind to covet
and lust after a thing that is not his. For he
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will realize that since God did not give it to | rnawnnal 1> IMNE7 - 21
him, he will not be able to acquire it with his | Ixm\22 noar d"y  ,Imi7anni
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Moed Katan 28a

Rava said: Life, children and sustenance do | X7 ,"2itni ,22 ,"n :X21 X
not depend on merit; rather, the matter is | "7 .Xn7'n XM KNP
dependent on mazal. For Raba and R.|naY xnT .XN7M XN X701
Hisda were both righteous rabbis. Master | '7*T¥ 227 1In*NN xTON 201
would pray and rain would fall, and master | W11 ,x20'" 'nxI1 *7x¥n N LN
would pray and rain would fall. R. Hisda | xTOn 21 .x20'n MmNl '7xn
lived ninety-two years, Raba lived forty. R. | n2y—w |'nani 'vwn n'n
Hisda’'s household had sixty weddings, | —xTOon 211 " ,'vaX n'n
Raba’s household sixty bereavements. R. | 'n'wv—n21 1 290 'mw
Hisda’'s household had fine flour for dogs | NTTnT—xTON 211 1 ."O>'n
and it was not needed, Raba’s household | —nh2n =1 ,'wann x71 '275%
gave barley flour to people and it was not | X721 ,'waX7? "ywT Nm
found. .NdNWnN
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