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Shmot 12:12

For that night | will go through the land of
Egypt and strike down every first-born in the
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and | will
mete out punishments to all the gods of
Egypt, | am the L-rd.
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Who are the gods of Egypt that G-d punished?

Rashi Shmot 12:12

The one made of wood will rot, and the
one made of metal will melt and flow to
the ground.
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Ibn Ezra Shmot 12:12

Some say that during the plague of the
firstborn, the Egyptians were angry with their
gods and destroyed their god’s monuments.
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Cassuto Shmot 12:12

"And all the firstborn of the beast" - even
the first-born animals, to which you
(=Egypt) attribute the nature of G-d.
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Bechor Shor Shmot 12:12

"All the gods of Egypt:": - all the great ones
of Egypt e.g. “See, | place you in the role of
G-d to Pharoah” (Shmot 7:1) or “both
parties shall come before God” (Shmot
22:8) — it's the language of greatness
because their great ones died with the
firstborn.
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Yechezkel Kaufman, Religion of Israel, pg. 278

The gods ofthe Gentilesare the "idols.” |,"D"?x" nn D"nn "X
According to the Torah they are | ,ni7010"an ,xpnn nyT?
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abomination. The gods of the | xxI"1 "DwIP'w" DN D"IAN
gentiles are "obscene" and the like ... G- | K70 72X ,D1'R D'NI7X...NTN
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of magic ritual...and as such they arethe |'wakx  Dn 19> Dmyy
objects of G-d’s war. N 7w mnn'm

R. Nachman Krochmal, Guide to the Perplexed of the Time 7:35-37

A national identity, in that it is a nation, is
identified with its spiritual identity...No
nation is lost completely until the spirit
that surrounds it and sustains it is lost
and disappears...what we called the
overall spirit of the nation...This is what
the Torah means when it says: “I will
mete out punishments to all the gods of

Egypt.”
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Based on Hagadat Nechama (Hebrew version) by Yitzhak Reiner and

Shmuel Peerless, pgs 104-106.
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